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| ’ ’i!‘J From the Chaivman’s Desk

I am delighted to have an opportunity to address all stakeholders of Maharaja Agrasen
College through its annual magazine — Agrantika.

At the outset, let me congratulate the students, teachers and the administration for a
well run college. In amongst its peers Maharaja Agrasen College has built good reputa-
tion for itself in its relatively short life compared to some of its vintage peers. That can
only be due to the commitment of all the people integral to the college. Therefore, the

challenge which confronts all of us is even bigger — how to take our college to the next
level, to make it among the top 5 sought after colleges?

The members of the governing body;, along with me, set ourselves an agenda at the be-

ginning of the term and we have worked towards achieving it but there is more to be
done, much more to meet the challenge before us.

The only way Maharaja Agrasen College will grow to reach the heights in institutional
quality is when each one of us is consciously striving, in our own ways, to help it reach

those heights. I, thus, invite you all to join the efforts,wholeheartedly, to take Maharaja
Agrasen College to newer and dizzier heights.

[ wish everyone all the best.

Siddharth Verma
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Is From the Principal’s Desk

Agranika is a portrait of the life and daily experiences of the students in the college.
These experiences emerge from diverse sources as action based research projects, edu-
cational journeys, conferences and workshops, international exchange programs, col-
lege publications, cultural activities and social work. Dr. Rajhans as editor of Agranika
has done well to showcase the rich experiences of students and staff during the preced-

ing academic year.

The establishment of Center for Innovations in Management and Communication in
the college with a grant of Rs.1.20 Crore from the University of Delhi, and TV and
News Production Program with a grant of Rs.69 Lakhs from the University of Delhi has
opened up opportunities for the students of the college to develop their knowledge and
skills through practical experience. More than 200 students and faculty members have
opportunities to be engaged in 16 innovation projects in the college. The Internal Qual-
ity Assurance Cell, established in the college at the initiative of Chairman, Governing
Body will go a long way in promoting excellence in all activities in the college.

Visit of students and faculty from Japan and Poland, and visits of college faculty to sev-
eral countries, gave an opportunity to the college students and staff to engage in educa-
tional and cultural exchange with overseas partners. Musical performance of the inter-
national Cora Band in the college also broadened the cultural horizons of the students
of the college. Organisation of several national conferences, seminars, and workshops in
the college, including the 4th Annual National Student Academic Conference, and the
educational journeys provided opportunities for students to develop their leadership,
teamwork, communication, analytical and presentation skills.

The competencies gained from these activities, besides academic work, were reflect-
ed in the significant improvement in academic and co-curricular achievements of the
students which further strengthened their motivation and will to succeed. The achieve-
ments of 2015-16 have laid the foundations for higher achievements in the forthcoming

academic year, and I am confident that students and staff of the college will do that with
ease and joy which is reflected in the pages of Agranika.
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Sditorvial, SEnglish Section

There are crimes worse than burning books. One of them is not reading them.

Joseph Brodsky

Putting together creative pieces contributed to a college magazine is both an exhilarating
and humbling experience. As one reads through the fiction and poetry of young people,
one becomes acutely aware of how this generation reads us, who as the supposed bastion
holders of a generation have a lot to answer for. Sometimes, it is like reading a perfectly
worded, unambiguous script, unflinchingly honest in its certainty. At other times, it is
almost like getting a deliberately misaddressed, hesitantly scribbled, cryptic postcard

with an absolutely invaluable message. The message of how this generation makes sense
of the world around it.

The creative section of the magazine eventually evolved through and beyond the
suggested thematic briefs. Creativity after all, cannot be a guided project, and a true
blossoming and flourishing of imagination does require a sense of abandon. So we
decided to work backwards, tracing the themes and connections in the poems and

stories, to listen for conversations in this collective narrative. What we gathered is
rather special.

The poems and stories in the following pages traverse a wide range of sensibilities
and ideas. The almost confessional tone of, say, ‘Void’ and ‘Fallen Pieces’ weaves with
the nuances of narratives that go beyond individual subjectivity such as “The Child
of Courage’ and ‘She Stood there... Barefoot, There are satires like ‘Kajar Billauta’;
there are also the socially sensitive chronicles of the city and its denizens in the essays
and interviews; and finally there are those narratives that embody the ultimate leap of
imagination like ‘Mars Chronicles: 3050’ Collectively these narratives, celebrate the will
to put-the-world-in-words, and in that join the legions of readers and writers against
the nay-sayers and book burners.

Itis in order here that I thank members of the editorial team, especially Debosmita Paul
and our student editors, who contributed in making this magazine what it is.

It is indeed a true privilege to present it to our readers.

Anupama Jaidev Karir
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Orientation Day

rientation Day was organised to introduce our 1st year students to the college environment and

other facilities. It was celebrated on 19th July, 2015. Students were introduced to the Delhi Uni-

versity UG course structure and were acquainted to the new syllabus for the CBCS. They were
also given an academic and activity calendar for all college events to be organized in the whole academic
year .

The Students were informed about their responsibilities and duties by the Principal. The Convener of the
Discipline Committee elaborated on the strict discipline rules followed in the college. Renowned senior
journalist, Shri Siddharth Mishra was the Chief Guest on the occassion. He encouraged students with his
words.

It was informed that MAC is fully supportive of Anti Ragging Law and a committee in this regard has also
been constituted by the college.

Pamphlets were distributed to give detailed information regarding our non teaching staff and dealing per-
sons. These pamphlets also carried all important contact numbers that the new students might require.
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Sardar Patel Memorial Lecture

"¢ Sardar Patel Memorial Lecture was held on 31st October to mark the birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallbhbhai Patel. This is also celebrated as Unity Day, across India.

On this occasion chief Guest Hon’ble Minister Delhi Tourism, Mr Kapil Mishra, shared his own
experience about reaching a pedestal in life where social service and equality become the main motives.
Mr Mishra informed that he wanted to join politics for satisfying his urge to serve common man. He also

asked our young students to stay united for the nation. Keeping focus on their goals and learning from their
teachers are vital for all youngsters.

Pamphlets were distributed containing teachings of Sardar Patel and how he always insisted on power of

unity.

Before the function began ‘Run for Unity’ was organized from college campus to establish our faith on
power of unity and nationalism. Honorable Chairman, Governing Body, Mr Sidhhartha Verma, our Prin-

cipal, Dr Sunil Sondhi participated in this run along with large number of students and teaching and non
teaching staff.
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Vivekananda Memorial Lecture

ivekananda Memorial Lecture was organized on 12th January to commemorate birth anniversary

of Swami Vivekananda. This lecture marked the thoughts and message that Swami Vivekananda

has given to humanity and specially to the youth as how he invited youth to celebrate and learn
lessons from past and stand firm in the present to frame our future.

This memorial lecture was graced by the presence of Padma Vibhushan Hon’ble Dr Karan Singh. His pres-
ence inserted an energetic spark in the audience. He spoke about the relevance of Swami Vivekananda’s
teachings in todays world and the need to understand our strength when the nation actually requires it the
most. He also mentioned the cultural strength that we have in India and how it has to keep proving this
strength at the global front.

A pamphlet with message of Swami Vivekananda for our young minds was distributed to all present.
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Motivational Lecture by Civil Services Topper - 2014

The year began with the Motivational Lecture delivered by Ms. Ira Singhal, UPSC Exam Topper - 2014
on September 2, 2015. Ms. Singhal, the 31-year-old topper who has scoliosis and is the first woman with
disability to ace the exam in the general category, has become an inspiration for many students who vow to
continue working hard towards their dream of achieving great success.

The session focused on her success story and determination which proved that no one can stop one from
achieving what is meant for one, all it requires is just the hard-work and perseverance. Ms.Singhal start-
ed her lecture talking about her own experiences of managing herself to crack civil services examination
while she was working. She asked aspirants to be well versed with NCERT text books and suggested to be
Very cautious about selection of optional subject for civil services mains examination. “An optional subject

should be the one youare in love with where you can easily spend good amount of time for a longer tenure
she added.

Sooner, she opened the stage to the students to interact and in the process she gave many suggestions to
the young aspirants and shared some inspiring philosophies of her own, in which the student participaﬂfs
displayed an overwhelming response to the speaker.She quoted that self-evaluation and introspection is
necessary before we start working for a goal. She suggested students who are in final year of courses to \i\rork
atleast for 2 years and gain real time execution and decision making expertise which a civil servant aspn“ant
need to have, The session went very lively and carried sensibility, sincerity, honesty, compassion, passion,
brotherly hood, emotional quotient, energy and enthusiasm.

iy
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Student Exchange Program
with

Tokyo University, Japan

Maharaja Agrasen College initiated a long-term educational and cultural exchange program with Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, Japan in the month of February 2016. Twenty one students accom-
panied by faculty members visited Maharaja Agrasen College on 22nd February and later visited Agra and
Amritsar. The students and faculty were from the Department of South Asian Studies and Social Education
Center for World Languages, Tokyo University. During the exchange with Indian Students and faculty, the
Japanese students and faculty appreciated the diversity of Indian Culture and Languages and expressed
ifferent subjects of study in the University of Delhi. The visitors were gifted statues of

keen interest in the d
Goddess Saraswati, the symbol of learning.
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Constitution Day

ovember 26, 2015 was celebrated as the 1st Constitution Day across India to mark the

125th birth anniversary of Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, the Chairman of the Draft-

ing Committee of the Constitution Assembly. The Constitution was adopted by the
Constituent Assembly on 26th November, 1949.

Maharaja Agrasen College also marked the day by distributing a copy of the Preamble of the
Constitution of India to all students and staff members. The Preamble establishes India as a
Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic and this initiative was a celebration of our
faith in the Constitution and Indian State.

Two portraits of Dr Ambedkar along with his aphorisms were put up in the auditorium on this

occasion.
AT ST Giaema THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
R fFT | PREAMBLE
i T WA WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly
(Al T R v;:: ;E:' resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN
ST WSO Y RIS SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC
i REPUBLIC and to secure to allits citizens:
AT, s 3 TeRE F,
Far, sffeaia, fam, ui JUSTICE, social, economic and political;
IGHAT T FEAT, {
?ﬁM My wase £ FwHar LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith
and worship;
Sree ®Te & AT,
aur 3 74 H EQUALITY ofstatus and of opportunity;
eafibet & afar M usg hir wwar and to promote among them all
Mt @zar gafaq sua achh
aziy ¥ fae i FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the
individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation:
TEHHET FIRT A9 g FAUE T A IS AW 26 AR, IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this
1949 $0 (FAfer ARG aer Geced, Had & g o ) twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY
W TAEART gw #@fturer wY s, st siiv AT ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO QURSELVES THIS
¥ CONSTITUTION.
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ANNUAL DAY

Annual Day was held at Maharaja Agrasen College on 21st April, 2015. The function was meant to
felicitate student achievers,who had acquired the highest grades in their respective courses.The Chief
Guest on the occasion was Shri Upendra Kushwaha, Hon’ble Minister of State for Human Resource
Development,Government of India.Other dignitaries who were present on the occasion included
Prof. Shrimati Chakraborty, Treasurer, Governing Body, Ustaad Kamaal Sabri and Principal, Dr.
Sunil Sondhi.

The event began with the lighting of the lamp ceremony by the dignitaries present. This was
accompanied by SaraswatiVandana. Shortly after lighting of the lamp, Principal, Dr. Sondhi
presented the Annual Report. He mentioned the achievements of the college during the academic
year 2014-15 . The Annual Report included appraisals of work done by the various Committees,
Councils and Departments of the college. Dr. Sondhi also recounted the achievements of the
teaching faculty at Maharaja AgrasenCollege during the current academic year. He concluded his
address by congratulating all the prize-winners and exalting the MAC family to work cohesively in

taking the institution forward.

Prof. Shrimati Chakraborty mentioned in her address that Maharaja Agrasen College, in its short
history has emerged as an intellectually vibrant and environmentally responsible campus. She
congratulated Dr. Sunil Sondhi for having skillfully led the institution to glory.
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The Chief Guest, Shri UpendraKushwaha began his address by calling Maharaja Agrasen
College, a dedicated learning space in the University of Delhi. He said that besides the academic
achievements,the college has set high standard for students in the field of culture, sports and extra-
curricular activities. He also added that the enthusiasm, commitment and devotion of the staff
of college, the energy of the students and dynamic leadership of the Managing Committee have
been factors responsible for its success and achievements. He concluded his address by wishing the
students, staff and Managing Committee of the college a great success in their endeavours to touch
a new height in the field of education.

Dr. Tej Narayan Ojha
Convenor
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ALUMNI MEET 2015

amongst ever-growing and ever-greening MAC Alumni Community. This year was no different

as the college under the active guidance of the Governing Body, especially the Principal, Dr. Sunil
Sondhi and Chairman, Prof. A.K. Kapoor, successfully organised the gala event in the month of April
2015. The event witnessed participation of over 300 MAC Alumni and their family members. A special
featurette this year was, for the first time the Alumni Organising Committee attempted to build up an
active Alumni Database in the form of MAC Alumni Directory, marking 20 glorious years of college. One
of the highlights of this directory has been that the Alumni Database has been erected from scratch, right
from the very first batches of Maharaja Agrasen College i.e. 1994 till the last passing out batch of 2014. The
process of including the details of the Alumni over the years was enlightening in itself since it showcased
how this college has grown up over the years. I would like to thank all the members of the Governing Body,

The MAC Alumni Meet is an annual grandeur organised in order to promote quality interaction

faculty members, non-teaching staff and above all the students over the years for their active support in
making this event this year worthy.
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MAC CONEERENCES

National Conference on “Media Literacy:
Progression and challenges in developing countries

The two day National Conference on “Media Literacy” was held by Journalism department of Maharaja
Agrasen College on 19th of March,2016. The conference was graced by some prominent names of the
media fraternity. The sole motive of the conference was to go beyond the narrow definition of how ‘Media

Literacy’ is being viewed in the contemporary world. The two day conference had 4 sessions in total spread
across 8 hours.

The first session of the day started with the welcome speech by the honourable Principal of the college,
Mr.Sunil Sondhi and was followed by two famous faces a) Shri Saurav Sharma,Senior Executive Producer
India TV, b)Shri Baldeo Bhai Sharma, Chairman National Book Trust speaking on the concerned topic.

The first speaker of the day was Mr. Saurav Sharma. He talked about the need for media to present the facts
and let people decide for themselves as to what is right or what is wrong, The speaker also emphasised on
the fact that the issue of false nationalism engulfing the country is a factory of personal propaganda distrib-
uted by some sections of the society.

Next and the last speaker of the inaugural session, Sh. Baldeo Bhai Sharma talked about the importance
and power of media in today’s world and how education should be used as a remedy against the social evils
of the society. He also told the students to be aware of the sensationalism in today’s media,asking them to
train their vision and achieve great heights.

The first technical session of the day saw three well-known personalities bracing the occasion.

P The first of whom was Dr. Surbhi Dahiya from IIMC who talk about the literal meaning of ‘media literacy’
and defined it as the ability to access, analyse, evaluate and create media of our own. She also said that
media literacy is a broad subject which includes news literacy, information literacy, digital literacy and

many more such aspects. She also added that there is a need to understand media literacy and the need to
develop skills.

The next speaker of the session was Mr.Neeraj Gupta, National Bureau Chief IBN 7,New Delhi. He said
its difficult to analyse each and everything. He added, there was a time media would portray an elephant
flying for instance and people would believe it, but now people are literate enough to know what is true
and what is not. Mr.Gupta also said that as a media literate one should have the freedom to decide which
form of media one wishes to see.

The last speaker of the session was Mr.Anant Vijay from IBN 7. He talked about the emergence and influ-
ence of social media in today’s world. He said anyone can write anything one wants to and some sections
on the social media whether large or small will indeed believe it. He also talked about how Ramesh Thapar,
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the then editor of ‘crosswords’ and how he continuously and extensively wrote about Nehruvian model,
which tried to curb the freedom of expression.

The second technical session again saw three illustrious names of the media community taking to the po-
dium and keeping their views.

The first of these faces was Mr.Ajay Kumar, Executive Editor News Nation, who said media doesn't rule the
lives as has been said. He also said that it’s difficult for any media organisation to not be biased as there is
nothing as neutrality in media terms. The speaker later involved students into discussions and took number
of questions from them.

The next to speak was MrUnnikrishanan from Bloomberg International,who took from where
Mr. Ajay Kumar left and emphasised on the neutrality and he countered the view of Mr. Kumar and said
media can indeed be neutral by giving weightage to both sides of the story.

The last to speak in the second technical session was Mr. Pawan Kumar from Thomson Reuters. He said
news comes as a storm,and one needs to understand and analyse. He added one needs to think wisely and
understand before interpreting something. He also said understanding media is the need of the hour and
people should comprehend what media shows and later make conclusions.

The valedictory session was addressed by Prof. Shambhunath Singh and he differentiated between media
literate people and general audience. He said “passive consumers are not considered media literate people.
They act as active participants in news interpretation.” He also said the information we get is mediated
information. This information gets audited by the audience. Earlier media researchers used to discuss in-

formation imperialism,now it is the era of media imperialism;for media influences how we see the world.
New media has also allowed consumers to become producers.

He also illustrated how there is a bias present in news we consume. Bias may creep in deliberately or exist
in the unconscious of the reporter.

He also added”When we were of your age,anything published in the news paper was considered sacro-
sanct,now that attitude has changed.”

All in allthe conference was healthy and productive. It gave students an opportunity to understand
“media literacy” in a broader perspective. The conference was intellectual to the last and high on
quality.
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National Conference on Biodiversity and Climate Change
Interdependencies in Nature: Pressures and Policies

4th National Conference on Biodiversity and Climate Change was jointly organised by departments of
History, Economics, Biology and Business Economics on February 4 — 5, 2016. Like previous years, t.he
conference was very well attended by the students and the faculty of the College. Sh. Ashish Khetan, Vlce.
Chairperson, Delhi Dialogue Commission graced the occasion as the Chief Guest whereas Sh. Chandi
Prasad Bhatt, eminent Gandhian environmentalist and prestigious Ramon Magsaysay and Gandhi Peace
Prize awardee delivered the keynote address. Other notable dignitaries during the the Inaugural Session in-
cluded Sh. Siddharth Verma, Chairman Governing Body and Sh. Amit Mishra, Treasurer, Governing Body.

The whole issue of biodiversity and climate change was discussed in light of various pressures and policies
during the conference and hinged around following conference threads:

. Diversity of biotic communities and the functioning of ecosystems

. Need for inclusive strategies and technology innovation

- Conservation and Development

. Effective urban management as a condition for cities’ sustainability

. Food security, while minimizing environmental impacts

. Inclusive rural development strategies

. Bridging the worlds of natural science and economics

g Public and private policy coherence for attaining sustainable development
. Pressures from various stake holders-flora and fauna

. Communications and Eco-systems

The Inaugural Session saw the Chief Guest Sh. Ashish Khetan exhorting the young minds to keep their
spirits of questioning and speaking alive. Our keynote speaker Sh. Chandi Prasad Bhatt emerged as a tire-
less crusader in the field of environment who seems to have earned each award through his work in the
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ALUMNI MEET 2015

he MAC Alumni Meet is an annual grandeur organised in order to promote quality interaction

amongst ever-growing and ever-greening MAC Alumni Community. This year was no different

as the college under the active guidance of the Governing Body, especially the Principal, Dr. Sunil
Sondhi and Chairman, Prof. A.K. Kapoor, successfully organised the gala event in the month of April
2015. The event witnessed participation of over 300 MAC Alumni and their family members. A special
featurette this year was, for the first time the Alumni Organising Committee attempted to build up an
active Alumni Database in the form of MAC Alumni Directory, marking 20 glorious years of college. One
of the highlights of this directory has been that the Alumni Database has been erected from scratch, right
from the very first batches of Maharaja Agrasen College i.e. 1994 till the last passing out batch of 2014. The
process of including the details of the Alumni over the years was enlightening in itself since it showcased
how this college has grown up over the years. I would like to thank all the members of the Governing Body,
faculty members, non-teaching staft and above all the students over the years for their active support in
making this event this year worthy.
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National Conference on “Media Literacy:
Progression and challenges in developing countries

The two day National Conference on “Media Literacy” was held by Journalism department of Maharaja
Agrasen College on 19th of March,2016. The conference was graced by some prominent names of the
media fraternity. The sole motive of the conference was to go beyond the narrow definition of how ‘Media

Literacy’ is being viewed in the contemporary world. The two day conference had 4 sessions in total spread
across 8 hours.

The first session of the day started with the welcome speech by the honourable Principal of the college,
Mr.Sunil Sondhi and was followed by two famous faces a) Shri Saurav Sharma,Senior Executive Producer
India TV, b)Shri Baldeo Bhai Sharma, Chairman National Book Trust speaking on the concerned topic.

The first speaker of the day was Mr. Saurav Sharma. He talked about the need for media to present the facts
and let people decide for themselves as to what is right or what is wrong. The speaker also emphasised on
the fact that the issue of false nationalism engulfing the country is a factory of personal propaganda distrib-
uted by some sections of the society.

Next and the last speaker of the inaugural session, Sh. Baldeo Bhai Sharma talked about the importance
and power of media in today’s world and how education should be used as a remedy against the social evils

of the society. He also told the students to be aware of the sensationalism in today’s media,asking them to
train their vision and achieve great heights.

The first technical session of the day saw three well-known personalities bracing the occasion.

) The first of whom was Dr. Surbhi Dahiya from IIMC who talk about the literal meaning of ‘media literacy’
and defined it as the ability to access, analyse, evaluate and create media of our own. She also said that
media literacy is a broad subject which includes news literacy, information literacy, digital literacy and

many more such aspects. She also added that there is a need to understand media literacy and the need to
develop skills.

The next speaker of the session was Mr.Neeraj Gupta, National Bureau Chief IBN 7,New Delhi. He said
its difficult to analyse each and everything. He added, there was a time media would portray an elephant
flying for instance and people would believe it, but now people are literate enough to know what is true
and what is not. Mr.Gupta also said that as a media literate one should have the freedom to decide which
form of media one wishes to see.

The last speaker of the session was Mr.Anant Vijay from IBN 7. He talked about the emergence and influ-
ence of social media in today’s world. He said anyone can write anything one wants to and some sections
on the social media whether large or small will indeed believe it. He also talked about how Ramesh Thapar,
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the then editor of ‘crosswords’ and how he continuously and extensively wrote about Nehruvian model,
which tried to curb the freedom of expression.

The second technical session again saw three illustrious names of the media community taking to the po-
dium and keeping their views.

The first of these faces was Mr.Ajay Kumar, Executive Editor News Nation, who said media doesn’t rule the
lives as has been said. He also said that it’s difficult for any media organisation to not be biased as there is

nothing as neutrality in media terms. The speaker later involved students into discussions and took number
of questions from them.

The next to speak was Mr.Unnikrishanan from Bloomberg International,who took from where
Mr. Ajay Kumar left and emphasised on the neutrality and he countered the view of Mr. Kumar and said
media can indeed be neutral by giving weightage to both sides of the story.

The last to speak in the second technical session was Mr. Pawan Kumar from Thomson Reuters. He said
news comes as a storm,and one needs to understand and analyse. He added one needs to think wisely and

understand before interpreting something. He also said understanding media is the need of the hour and
people should comprehend what media shows and later make conclusions.

The valedictory session was addressed by Prof. Shambhunath Singh and he differentiated between media
literate people and general audience. He said “passive consumers are not considered media literate people.
They act as active participants in news interpretation.” He also said the information we get is mediated
information. This information gets audited by the audience. Earlier media researchers used to discuss in-

formation imperialism,now it is the era of media imperialism;for media influences how we see the world.
New media has also allowed consumers to become producers.

He also illustrated how there is a bias present in news we consume. Bias may creep in deliberately or exist
in the unconscious of the reporter.

He also added”When we were of your age,anything published in the news paper was considered sacro-
sanct,now that attitude has changed.”

All in allithe conference was healthy and productive. It gave students an opportunity to understand

“media literacy” in a broader perspective. The conference was intellectual to the last and high on
quality.
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National Conference on Biodiversity and Climate Change
Interdependencies in Nature: Pressures and Policies

4th National Conference on Biodiversity and Climate Change was jointly organised by departments of
History, Economics, Biology and Business Economics on February 4 — 5, 2016. Like previous years, the
conference was very well attended by the students and the faculty of the College. Sh. Ashish Khetan, Vice
Chairperson, Delhi Dialogue Commission graced the occasion as the Chief Guest whereas Sh. Chandi
Prasad Bhatt, eminent Gandhian environmentalist and prestigious Ramon Magsaysay and Gandhi Peace
Prize awardee delivered the keynote address. Other notable dignitaries during the the Inaugural Session in-
cluded Sh. Siddharth Verma, Chairman Governing Body and Sh. Amit Mishra, Treasurer, Governing Body.

The whole issue of biodiversity and climate change was discussed in light of various pressures and policies
during the conference and hinged around following conference threads:

Diversity of biotic communities and the functioning of ecosystems

Need for inclusive strategies and technology innovation

Conservation and Development

Effective urban management as a condition for cities’ sustainability

Food security, while minimizing environmental impacts

Inclusive rural development strategies

Bridging the worlds of natural science and economics

Public and private policy coherence for attaining sustainable development
Pressures from various stake holders-flora and fauna

Communications and Eco-systems

The Inaugural Session saw the Chief Guest Sh. Ashish Khetan exhorting the young minds to keep their
spirits of questioning and speaking alive. Our keynote speaker Sh. Chandi Prasad Bhatt emerged as a tire-
less crusader in the field of environment who seems to have earned each award through his work in the

—
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National Student Academic Congress

The two day long, 4th National Student Academic Congress was organised by Student Council,
Maharaja Agrasen College (University of Delhi) on 11th — 12th March, 2016. The conference saw 50
paper presentations by graduate, post graduate students and research scholars across the country. This
conference saw papers on various issues pertaining to the theme,” Quality Assurance in Higher Education”.
The welcome address was given by Niraj Kumar Convenor, Student Advisory Committee.The Chairman,
Mr. Siddhartha Verma, was appreciative about the students’endeavours to write and present papers, an
opportunity that was not available to students of previous generations.He also expressed his support to
have the proceedings published for future reference. Dr. Sunil Sondhi in his key note address emphasized
the need to pay attention to the ordinary and the mundane in the present, in order to achieve better
productivity and ensure success in the future. The Inaugural session helped to set the perspective of the
two days long Conference.

The sessions were on a wide range of themes such as “Quality Assurance: India and the World”/E-learning:
A New Pathway for Ensuring Higher Education”, “Quality Assurance: Public Private Partnerships”, “Quality
Assurance: Interface with technology and technical information” “Quality Assurance in Higher Education”
and so on.
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The valedictory address was delivered by Dr. SmithaSehgal who emphasized the significance of public
institutions in higher learning. She also commended the students for the range of issues covered in their
papers, ranging from inclusiveness, participation, role of UGC, NAAC, QAA, the innovative learning,
E-learning and others their efforts.

The conference concluded with Dr. Niraj Kumar’s vote of thanks to the guests, chairpersons, participants
and the organising team for the success of the conference.
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BUSINESS ECONOMICS

The Academic Year 2015-16 proved to be quite an eventful as well as fateful year for the Department of
Business Economics and Management Studies. From seminars, placement drives and annual departmental
event being conducted for the holistic development of students to laurels being brought by the same in
inter-college events, this department has shined in various arrays.

A seminar on Digital Marketing was conducted by the name “Web Camp’ on 3rd November, 2015 by
Ms. Inderjeet Kaur who is renowned trainer with more than seven years of experience working as a
digital marketer and providing digital marketing training. This seminar was organised under the banner
of “Webamass”, a start-up of Ms. Kaur, which is an industry leading Digital Marketing Training & Services
provider established in 2013 in New Delhi. While giving a view of how to pitch in their way into marketing
through digital means, Ms. Kaur took on the following topics of discussion: 1) Digital Marketing
Fundamentals, 2) Website Designing and Development, 3) How Google Works, 4) Platforms to Promote
your business Online, 5) Social Media Marketing, and 6) Affiliate Marketing. The seminar saw attendance
from the students of various courses and all of them seemed to learn a great deal from it.

The Association of Business Economics and Management Studies Department has always played a crucial
role in honing the skill sets of our students by giving them a simulated environment of the corporate
world they are about to enter. The work done here is with the aim to give our students, maximum possible
exposure of the business and economic environment by holding interactive talks with industry people,
field trips of industrial areas and corporate offices, presentations given as assignments on the developments
happening throughout in these fields and so on.

The department organised the 3rd edition of annual departmental fest ENTREUZEST 2016 on 9th March,
2016.

It was a one-day management colloquium embracing an exuberance of business and management facsimile
the objective of which was to administer an environment for the young bright students of the city, giving
them a platform to showcase their managerial potential in front of a euphoric audience, thus serving as a
boost for those who are willing to nurture different skills of representing at an upgraded level.
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The event was inaugurated by a Corporate Talk on “Entrepreneurship, Fund Raising & Team Building”
which was delivered by Mr. Rustam Sen gupta (Founder & CEO, Boond Engineering and Development Pvt.
Ltd.), followed by two business, marketing and economics related events namely ‘Indifferent Consumer
— Utility Maximization’ and ‘Brand Maze — Marketing & Brands' Judging the participants on a plethora of
aspects ranging from innovation, crisis management, strategising and operating, it tested the participants’
ability to Storm, Norm and ultimately PERFORM! Having participants from colleges all over Delhi, the
event met with great success.

Our department’s students have brought laurels to the college in various inter-college events, specially
mentioning the attainment of first position in Table Tennis (Boys & Girls) in the fest Runbhoomi at
College of Vocational Studies, University of Delhi. Active participation has been seen in various college
events as well, ranging from conferences to theatre to sports and so on.

The magazine committee of our department has been quite handy in giving a good platform to the writers
present within our midst. Simply named after our department, the magazine is called “BEAM” (Business
Economics And Management). The articles published in this magazine are preferably kept to the fields
adhering to the business or economics environment and the various developments taking place in it.
Excerpts from our interviews of established people in the corporate world are published in order to portray

their valuable experience.

Working in tandem with the college’s Training & Placement Centre, the Placement Committee of our
department hasbeen working towards keeping the studentsinformed about the various potential companies
which can be approached for either Summer/Winter Internships or Placements. This placement season
saw the students of this department being placed in companies from different sector, a few being ‘Urban
Clap’ and ‘S & P Capital IQ.

The students of this department have been channelizing their energies throughout all aspects of life for an

overall growth.

Depariment of BBE & BMS, Moharoja Agrasen College
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National Student Academic Congress

The two day long, 4th National Student Academic Congress was organised by Student Council,
Maharaja Agrasen College (University of Delhi) on 11th — 12th March, 2016. The conference saw 50
paper presentations by graduate, post graduate students and research scholars across the country. This
conference saw papers on various issues pertaining to the theme,” Quality Assurance in Higher Education”.
The welcome address was given by Niraj Kumar Convenor, Student Advisory Committee.The Chairman,
Mr. Siddhartha Verma, was appreciative about the students’endeavours to write and present papers, an
opportunity that was not available to students of previous generations.He also expressed his support to
have the proceedings published for future reference. Dr. Sunil Sondhi in his key note address emphasized
the need to pay attention to the ordinary and the mundane in the present, in order to achieve better
productivity and ensure success in the future. The Inaugural session helped to set the perspective of the
two days long Conference.

The sessions were on a wide range of themes such as “Quality Assurance: India and the World”E-learning:
A New Pathway for Ensuring Higher Education”, “Quality Assurance: Public Private Partnerships”, “Quality
Assurance: Interface with technology and technical information” “Quality Assurance in Higher Education”

and so on.
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Trhe'val'edict.ory.address was delivered by Dr. SmithaSehgal who emphasized the significance of public
institutions in higher l_earning. She also commended the students for the range of issues covered in their
papers, ranging from inclusiveness, participation, role of UGC, NAAC, QAA the innovative learnin

E-learning and others their efforts. , &

The conferenc‘e’concluded with Dr. Niraj Kumar’s vote of thanks to the guests, chairpersons, participant
and the organising team for the success of the conference. 8 peas
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BUSINESS ECONOMICS

The Academic Year 2015-16 proved to be quite an eventful as well as fateful year for the Department of
Business Economics and Management Studies. From seminars, placement drives and annual departmental
event being conducted for the holistic development of students to laurels being brought by the same in
inter-college events, this department has shined in various arrays.

A seminar on Digital Marketing was conducted by the name ‘Web Camp’ on 3rd November, 2015 by
Ms. Inderjeet Kaur who is renowned trainer with more than seven years of experience working as a
digital marketer and providing digital marketing training. This seminar was organised under the banner
of “Webamass”, a start-up of Ms. Kaur, which is an industry leading Digital Marketing Training & Services
provider established in 2013 in New Delhi. While giving a view of how to pitch in their way into marketing
through digital means, Ms. Kaur took on the following topics of discussion: 1) Digital Marketing
Fundamentals, 2) Website Designing and Development, 3) How Google Works, 4) Platforms to Promote
your business Online, 5) Social Media Marketing, and 6) Affiliate Marketing. The seminar saw attendance
from the students of various courses and all of them seemed to learn a great deal from it.

The Association of Business Economics and Management Studies Department has always played a crucial
role in honing the skill sets of our students by giving them a simulated environment of the corporate
world they are about to enter. The work done here is with the aim to give our students, maximum possible
exposure of the business and economic environment by holding interactive talks with industry people,
field trips of industrial areas and corporate offices, presentations given as assignments on the developments
happening throughout in these fields and so on.

The department organised the 3rd edition of annual departmental fest ENTREUZEST 2016 on 9th March,
2016.

It was a one-day management colloquium embracing an exuberance of business and management facsimile
the objective of which was to administer an environment for the young bright students of the city, giving
them a platform to showcase their managerial potential in front of a euphoric audience, thus serving as a
boost for those who are willing to nurture different skills of representing at an upgraded level.
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The event was inaugurated by a Corporate Talk on “Entrepreneurship, Fund Raising & Team Building”
which was delivered by Mr. Rustam Sen gupta (Founder & CEO, Boond Engineering and Development Pvt.
Ltd.), followed by two business, marketing and economics related events namely ‘Indifferent Consumer
_ Utility Maximization’ and ‘Brand Maze — Marketing & Brands' Judging the participants on a plethora of
aspects ranging from innovation, crisis management, strategising and operating, it tested the participants’
ability to Storm, Norm and ultimately PERFORM! Having participants from colleges all over Delhi, the
event met with great success.

Our department’s students have brought laurels to the college in various inter-college events, specially
mentioning the attainment of first position in Table Tennis (Boys & Girls) in the fest Runbhoomi at
College of Vocational Studies, University of Delhi. Active participation has been seen in various college
events as well, ranging from conferences to theatre to sports and so on.

The magazine committee of our department has been quite handy in giving a good platform to the writers
present within our midst. Simply named after our department, the magazine is called “BEAM” (Business
Economics And Management). The articles published in this magazine are preferably kept to the fields
adhering to the business or economics environment and the various developments taking place in it.
Excerpts from our interviews of established people in the corporate world are published in order to portray

their valuable experience.

Working in tandem with the college’s Training & Placement Centre, the Placement Committee of our
department has been working towards keeping the students informed about the various potential companies
which can be approached for either Summer/Winter Internships or Placements. This placement season
saw the students of this department being placed in companies from different sector, a few being "Urban

Clap’ and ‘S & P Capital IQ.

The students of this department have been channelizing their energies throughout all aspects of life for an

overall growth.

Department of BBE & BMS, Maharaja Agrasen College
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COMMERCE

The Academic Year 2015-16 has been an eventful one in the department of Commerce. The year kick-
started with a Workshop Session on Tally ERP.9 (a popular tool for computerised accounting) for the
students & faculty of Commerce and the members of our Accounts office by Tally expert from University
of Delhi. A Youth Money Olympiad was organised in association with Principal Mutual Fund and Money
Wizards to inculcate financial literacy amongst the youth which will help the students take informed
financial decisions. Interactive session series were organised, titled as ‘Ad Libitum’ by TusharBatra and
Rohan Dandona, third year students, which gave a platform for the students to share their reach, curiosity
& intellect and helped towards their holistic development.

Leaping in the threshold of experiential learning in the form of trips and excursions the department
organized a series of educational trips. A string of one day outings from an industrial visit to SSIPL RETAIL
LTD (Nike), Sonepat (Haryana) to a visit to Pratapgarh Farms. Also a field trip to Okhla Bird Sanctuary in
March. A sweet ending to the academic year came when a three day semi-educational trip to Jim Corbett-
Nainital was organised for the students by the department in March.

Taking the baton of learning forward the Department has organised a three day event titled as ‘LEAD
2016’ Learning Entrepreneurship in Advanced Directions, from Thursday, 28th January 2016 to Saturday,
30th January 2016, comprising of Startup Conclave 2016; National Symposium on “Emerging Trends
in Entrepreneurship, Business, and Management” The sub-tracks included Digital India, Challenges of
Women Entrepreneurship, Social Entrepreneurships, M-Commerce- Present and Future Prospects for
Start-ups, Emotional Branding, Workforce Patterns, E-Accounting, Mergers/Acquisitions in Start-ups,
Ethical Business Practices, Sustainability and CSR, Issues of E-Accounting in India, Online Marketing
vs Kirana stores; and ‘CRUSADE 2016’ — Annual Commerce Fest. This three day event was a platform
for the young leaders of our college in enhancing entrepreneurship skills and careers through interactions
with various professionals &experts related to Startup Ventures and through exploring emerging issues in
entrepreneurship, business, and management.
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The event LEAD was flagged off with the Startup Conclave on the first day in which inspirational
entrepreneurs like Rashmi Bansal (Author: Stay Hungry, Stay Foolish), Deepak Goel (Karma Circles),
Siddhant Satija (Ad Uncle), Suchita Salwan (Little Black Book) and Amritesh Tyagi (India Lets Play)
shared their startup stories with the students of the college.

On the second day, the National Symposium aimed to bring together the young student community and
research scholars to discuss and share thejr innovative ideas, opinions, and research experiences related
to the emerging trends and issues in the field of entrepreneurship, business, and management in India.
It was an attempt to feature, not the milestones of the past, instead what is trending in now. Original
research papers, articles, research or innovation Project, case study, or based on field survey or a literature
review covering the broad theme and/or sub-themes were invited for presentation and deliberation in the
symposium and for e-publication thereafter.

Despite their academic pressures, our students also outshined in certain co-curricular arenas. Aditya Nair,
a third year student, showed his research prowess in various National and International Conferences.
Sumedha Uppal, a second year, proved her talent in Oratory, Debating, and Creative Writing throughout
the year. Archit Gupta and RishabhBatra, third year students availed an internship training opportunity
in Mauritius, while Namit Arora, a student of second year, completed internship training programme in
Philippines during this academic year. The balance between academics and sports was again maintained
when the department team won the inter department Cricket Tournament of the college.

Sticking to the dictum that if your mind can concejye it, your heart can believe it then you can achieve it
the Department of Commerce continues to reign not only in terms of having the biggest chunk of students
in the college but also holistically. Commerce students aim at working hard and putting their breath and
being for reaching many more mile stones and permanently engraving their indelible mark in the history
books of Maharaja Agrasen College.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

The department of Computer Science at Maharaja Agrasen College aims at inculcating the spirit of
technical competence, creativity and innovativeness in the students through regular teaching, guidance

and competitions.

Presently the department offers B.Tech.(Computer Science), a challenging academic programme, which
encourages students to not only excel in course work but also carry out research in the later part of the

course. The Students learn next level Computer Science concepts in advanced courses and pursue research
at the later stage of the course.

The Department is also engaged in teaching B.Sc. Physical Science, Mathematical Science and B.A.
Programme courses having Computer Science as a main paper. The department caters to the need of other
students and faculty in the college by organizes training workshops time to time.

State-of-Art Laboratories & Class Rooms

The department maintains three centralized air conditioned laboratories, equipped with seventy i3/i5
desktop computers and other desired hardware such as Scanners, Printers and Projectors. The laboratories
fulfill the need of all the software as required by the curriculum.

The students at the Department have the unique opportunity of working in various development
environments like MS-DOS, LINUX, and MS Windows (XP/vista/7). The students also have the
opportunity to use Wi-Fi facility through the day.

Academic Activities in the current Academic session:
Inter College Symposium

The Department of Computer Science successfully organised an inter-college symposium on 7th
November, 2015. The Symposium emphasized on technical discussions and presentations by the students
and industry experts that helped the students deal with the real-time scenarios.
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The event was graced by Mr. Upendra Bhati CEO, India Mergers, Mr. Ajay Aggarwal, Director & Head of

RES operations, ALCATEL India Ltd. and Mr. Alok Gupta, DGM, Newgen Software Technologies Pvt.
Ltd.

The Symposium “Optimal Cosplay” was on optimisation that can be based on any aspect or problem that
involves the application of Computer Science and devising or proposing better solution to it.

The Symposium provided a platform to the students where they presented their ideas on 2 particular theme
provided beforehand and rounds of technical discussions were conducted by the industry experts to give
them a gist of the technical advancements out there in the tech-market. Also, students Presented their ideas

which were judged on the basis of originality, feasibility and creativity and won prizes, certificates and most
importantly appreciation from the industry experts.

Excursion to Pratapgarh Farms:

The B.Tech Computer Science students and faculty had a wonderful time at the Pratapgarh Farms in Jhajjar
Haryana, on 6th February 2016. They enjoyed traditional food, games, camel rides, camel cartrides, tractor
rides and participating in rural creative activities like pottery, weaving, pounding grain etc.

Inter College Technical Fest VZEON16

The Department of Computer Science is organising a two days intercollege technical fest VZEON16 on
18th — 19th March, 2016. The technical fest includes all the events that emphasise on showcasing the

technical skills of the students and help them to prepare themselves to compete with the upcoming
challenges.

The technical fest includes the following events:-

1) DXiners — An event of website development in which the competitors will be designing website based
on given themes and the most creative and dynamic website will be awarded.

2) Innovative Minds — An event that emphasises on technical discussions and presentations of original
ideas on topics relating the fields of ‘Microprocessors’ and ‘Compiler Design’ by the students and
industry experts that can help the students deal with the real-time scenarios. The papers pre sented in

the event would be kept in the form of a book. The event is constraint to register B.Tech Computer Sc.
students only.

3) LAN‘_Paﬂiament — An event of LAN gaming in which there will be different rounds of different games
in which the participants have to excel to bag the prize!

Department is registering participation from universities such as IP, Jamia, Amity and several other
colleges of D.U.
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ELECTRONICS

The department of Electronics, Maharaja Agrasen College has been constantly engaged in nurturing a
creative and collaborative learning environment leading to growth and progression of a diverse student
body.During the academic session 2015-16, the teachers and students were actively involved in innovation
projects, organizing and taking part in conferences and workshops that help update their subject knowledge
providing an atmosphere conducive to learning. In addition, a very dynamic students’ society "Tech-Titans’
ensured that students were involved in diverse activities in order to ensure holistic development of students.

A 2-days Second National Conference on “Student Driven Research for Inspired Learning” in Science and
Technology was organized along with Embedded Systems and Robotics Centre (ESRC)on 16 - 17 October
2015. The conference provided an opportunity to educators and students to acknowledge, and showcase
undergraduate and postgraduate research being carried out by students by enabling them to engage with
the wider communities to exchange ideas and share intellectual activity through paper presentations and
poster presentation sessions. The keynote address at the inaugural session was delivered by Dr. Anil Walj,
Managing Director, Foundation for Innovation and Technology Transfer (FITT), Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi. The 2 days of the conference featured five invited lectures by eminent educators from
University of Delhi, IGNOU, IIT Delhiand II'T Mumbai, 70 paper and poster presentations by distinguished
academicians and students from all over India. The selected papers presented during the conference were
published in a special edition of International Journal of Scientific Research and Development (ISSN No
2321 0613).

In its endeavor to keep itself abreast with new knowledge and developments in the field, the department
routinely organizes workshops and training programs for the students and faculty members. The
department organized a 2 days faculty training Programon “Embedded System Design using Atmel 8-bit
and 32-bit MCU” on 7-8 January 2016 to keep pace with the ever evolving concepts and devices in the
field of microcontrollers and embedded systems. The “Professor Summit 2016’ was organized along with
Atmel Corporation, a worldwide leader in the design and manufacture of microcontrollers, under the
Atmel University Program, India with an aim to enable universities to achieve operational excellence in
embedded design using AVR MCUs, an ideal platfo‘rrxt:-fé_)r'acaderrﬂc courses, laboratories and pr_o_j_f:cts. 'Ille
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program saw a widespread participation by faculty from many colleges of University of Delhi and NCR.

Intheyear20 15-16, the facultyand students of department ofelectronicswere awarded with two innovations
projects by University of Delhi, namely ‘Problem based learning within Simulation Environment’ and
‘Content Syndication and Catalogues for Undergraduate Science Courses’

The Tech-Titans society of Department of Electronics plans to organize its departmental co-curricular and
extra-curricular festival Elektro-Zeal "16 in the last week of March 2016 with an aim was to ensure the
all-round development of the students, especially development of organizational and management skills,
communication skills, creative talents, social and interpersonal skills, etc. through programmes like quiz,

circuit simulation etc.
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ENGLISH

Keeping up with its nature of being an inquisitive and an enthusiastic department, the Department of
English has had a year full of activities aimed towards making students connect to not just the literary
world but also the larger world beyond their immediate and classroom ambit. The new session began with
all the three batches coming together to celebrate Teachers’ Day. The light-hearted and interesting games
involving both students and teachers acted as ice-breakers between them. Principal, Dr Sunil Sondhi, also
attended the party. He along with the teachers of the department cut the ceremonial cake. This event was
succeeded by the induction of the ACTIVE Society, the literary association of the department. Student
office-bearers were appointed through democratic process. The office-bearers as well as the members of
ACTIVE Society have proven to be the backbone of several events organised by the department during
this academic session.

The next important event was the two-day trip to Amritsar and Wagah Border in mid-October. The road
trip from Jalandhar to Wagah Border gave the students and accompanying teachers an opportunity to
see the countryside of Punjab. The students enjoyed watching the ‘Beating the Retreat’ Ceremony at the
Wagah Border in the evening. The night-view of the iconic Golden Temple at Amritsar mesmerised them.
The late-evening walk inside the Temple gave them a strong feel of the power of spirituality and humanity
which cuts across narrow concepts of caste, class and religious identities. The experience of the langhar at
the Temple on the following afternoon was a re-assertion of this realisation. The visit to the Jallianwalla
Bagh brought the student face-to-face with the glorious history of the Indian National Movement. The
students also visited the Durgiana Temple in Amritsar before boarding the train back to Delhi.

The department organised a visit to LTG Auditorium in October to watch William Shakespeare’s Merchant
of Venice, produced by the Dramatech Group. Students from B.A. (Hons) English and B.A. (Prog),
along with teachers of the English department got the real experience of watching a play performed in
a theatre, thereby relating to it not as a static text but as a kinesic experience. Since Shakespeare and this

play, in particular, are a part of the B.A. (Prog) and B.A. (Hons.) English syllabi, this experience helped the
students to understand the nuances of theatre, acting and performance.
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The much awaited Annual Lecture Series was organised on February 2, 2016. Prof R.-W. Desai, Retired
Professor, Department of English, DU, delivered the fourth lecture of the series on the topic “Can Poetry
Be Taught?” Prof. Desai discussed the ideas of poetic license and poetic style. He alluded to poets like
Sarojini Naidu, W. B. Yeats, S. T. Coleridge and Ernest Dowson. His lecture included the recitation of
Archibald MacLeish’s famous poem, You, Andrew Marvell by Ishan Wadhwa and Neelabja Adkuloo,
students of BA (Hons) English II year. Prof Desai concluded by putting forth the fact that poetry can be
taught. He stressed on the role of the teacher in transferring the meaning of the poem to the students. Both
the students and the teachers gained significantly from Prof. Desai’s lecture.

The succeeding event, a heritage walk to Nizamuddin Dargah and Basti on February 1 6,2016, was a curtain
raiser to the national conference on City Lives: Narratives and Spaces organised by the Department of
English. B.A. (Hons.) English students along with students from Generic Elective “Text and Performance’
course participated in this walk. Teachers from the English department as well as from other dep?_-r tments
joined it. The teachers and the students got to experience one of Delhi’s holiest and oldest continuously
inhabited areas. The walk included visits to monuments like Chausath Khamba, tombs of PriﬂCES_S Jahanara
and poet Ghalib and the Baoli, alerting the participants about the 700 year old history of Delhi. The visit
to the final resting place of patron saint of Delhi, Nizamuddin Auliya, and the experience of the Qawwali
performance at the Dargah by the descendants of the legendary Sufi poet Khawaja Amir Khusrau helped
the students to understand Sufi mysticism and culture.

The UGC-sponsored interdisciplinary conference organised on the 24 and 25 February 2016 was a gr.and
success. Around 25 research scholars along with 15 invited speakers gathered to deliberate up‘OIH various
aspects of city life in the 9 sessions of the seminar. The photographic and digital arts exhibition titled
“Dreams Deferred: City Dreams” was also a grand success. Curated by Vinod Verma, it included works by
students of our college as well as research scholars from other colleges and universities.

Apart from these events, the department has been frequently conducting screenings of films based on
texts for its students. Workshops for the students of Generic Elective courses offered by the Department
of English ~ ‘Media and Communication Skills’ and ‘Text and Performance™ were also organised in the

current academic session. The Department will organise its annual feature “Meet the Authors” in the
month of April.

The students of the Department of English have not only been keenly organising and participating in
departmental events but they have also been keen participants and proud winners at several inter-college
and intra-college events, Several students of the department have been successful in procuring internships

and jobs in prestigious organisations like Leo Burnett Inc. through placement drives conducted by
Placement and Training Cell of the college.

The Department of English hopes to continue with its endeavours in the coming years and provide holistic
training and support to its students to help them evolve and succeed in life.
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JOURNALISM

The department promotes learning not only in classes, but has worked hard in providing field experience
to its students. The students have successfully bagged internships in various media organizations like The
Indian Express, Hindustan times, Bloomberg TV, IBN7, NDTV, Doordarshan, Delhi Metro, Center for
Media Studies and Leo Burnett.

The department organizes several symposiums, conferences and annual media fest to bring professionals
from the media industry to enhance communication between the students and media professionals.
This year the department organized the National Conference Media Literacy: Progression & Challenges
in Developing Countries. The conference involved stalwarts from the media industry; like Baldeo Bhai
Sharma, Chairman National Book Trust, Mr. Unni Krishnana, Bloomberg International and it allowed
students to communicate and clear their doubts on Media Literacy.

Apart from that, the department organized symposium on “Indian Television Content™ Mr. K G Suresh,
Consulting Editor DD News was the key note speaker. A widely interaction between the guest and the
students took place where they get to know about widely spread field of TV journalism. A workshop on
Radio Script writing was organized by the department where students were taught about Content Writing

for the contemporary radio. Mr. Saiam Hasan from Radio Mantra was invited as resource person for the
same.

Yatharth, Annual cultural festival of the department was organized in the month of February this year,
around 250 participants from various institutes were present express their creative talent.

Students also attended a two day Film Festival & Workshop on documentary making organized by the
Singapore High Commission at Siri Fort Auditorium.
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Also, the students have been actively participating in the councils and societies of the college. Students have
been actively involved in the events organized in and outside the college. The department is committed
towards the holistic development of the students; hence such activities and events are organized by th

department to inculcate learning along with academics. i T
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POLITICAL SCIENCE

The Department of Political Science started its new academics session 2015-2016 under the CBCS system.
Students who took admission and were welcomed and apprised about the department. Students were also
very excited about department and college.

Students celebrated Teacher’s Day with great enthusiasm and showed respect to the teachers for being
their mentors. The whole academic year was very eventful for the department. Chanakya, Political
Science society of Maharaja Agrasen College organized a two day fest of academic activities on 29 and 30,
September 2015. Prof. Santosh Kumar, Executive Director of National Institute of Disaster Management
(NIDM) & SAARC Disaster Management Centre gave a talk on “Disaster, Risk, Reduction and Sustainable
Development” on 29th September, 2015. Various events were conducted in the duration of these two days
like extempore, essay writing, self-composed poetry on ‘Beti Bachao), rangoli on tribal theme etc.

A much awaited trip of the department was organized which was basically an educational trip to Manali
for students from 1st to 5th October, 2015. The students were taken to the village Malana in Himachal

Pradesh to study the democratic set up that is practiced there and is considered to be one of the oldest
democratic setup.

A group of students also visited the Parliament as a part of the Youth Parliament Award ceremony on 21
of January 2016.

The department also organized two day National conference on the topic “India’s Changing role in New
world Order” on 14 and 15 March 2016. The conference provided a platform to various academicians,
Diplomats, Civil society representatives, Research scholars and students to discuss changing role of India’s
foreign policy in recent times. Professor Ashok Modak, National Professor and Sreemati Chakrabrati
Head of Department, East ASIAN studies were among the eminent speakers who shared their valuable
knowledge and experience with the students. Paper Presentation for students of the college in the National
conference was also incorporated, many parallel sessions on the day two i.e 15 march were held.




.

The department is also undertaking Innovation Projects in which students and faculty of the departmg,,
are involved : t

1. Dr. Sanjeev Tiwari- Delhi University Innovation Projects 2015-16, Project Code:301

Project Title: Delhia City of Migrants: A Study of the Socio-Economic and the Political Conditions of t,
Migrants. S

7. Dr. Subodh Kumar- Delhi University Innovation Projects 2015-16
Project Title: Impact of Reservation Policy on Under Graduate Students since 1991:
University of Delhi.

A Case Study ‘QF
The students of the department actively participated in other colleges of University o

f Delhi and Jany;
Millia islamia and w feac | . it My
on several prices in various competitions.
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ECONOMICS

The department of Economics of Maharaja Agrasen College has always been a front runner in A dem:

exe.rcises. In the past the department has successfully organised many conferences and seminars aI emhllc
series conference on Biodiversity and climate change is organised every year. The department also 'gof; ttWIS
1n1'1(?vation projects funded by university of Delhi out of which one naming “Developing a connect betwe .
spiritual ecology and sustainability in the university curriculum through empirical study”, has already b en
completed and the other one naming “Understanding emerging agrarian crises in India: inputs for n:;:joer:;

policy on sustainable agriculture” is going on.

Carrying forward its old tradition the department has successfully organised many events in the year 2015.14

Academic activities in the academic session 2015-16:

Projects: Ms. Saumya Shukla is one of the principal investigators of the innovation project(MAC
306) funded by University of Delhi titled, “Understanding emerging agrarian crises in
India: inputs for national policy on sustainable agriculture”

with department of History, Business Economics and
| conference on Biodiversity and Climate change titled
d Policies on February4- 35, 2016. ’

Conference: The department in collaboration
Biology has organised 4th nationa
“Interdependencies in nature: Pressures an

ciety of department of economics, Students for Academic

economics fest on 6th April 2016. Various intercollege
mics Tambola etc. The event was well attended by the

Departmental Festival: The economics so
Growthin Economics (SAGE) has organised one day
events were organised in the fest like Quizzes, Econo
students of various colleges of University of Delhi.
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MATHEMATICS

The Department of Mathematics began its new academic year 2015-2016 by electing the office bearers of
“Ramanujan Society”.

The first talk on 20th January was delivered by Professor PankajGupta, Department of Operation
Research, University of Delhi. The second talk on “Fallacies” in Mathematics was delivered by Professor V.
Ravichandran, Head Department of Mathematics University of Delhi. The event ended with great success.
The Department is planning to organise on Mathematical Software by the experts,an educational trip
and department fest for the students of B.Sc (Prog) Mathematical science and B.Sc (H) Mathematics to
encourage all-rounded development and to make them to remember their college days forever.

Dr. Prasannan AR, Dr. Sushil Yadav, Dr. Awdesh Kumar Poddar attended two days National Seminar
on topic which was held on 16-17th February, 2016 in Sri Aurobindo College, University of Delhi . It
was approved and sponsored by the Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India. One of the faculty members Sushil
Yadav completed his Ph.D in Mathematics from University of Delhi in September 2015. The student of
the department participated and won MST-2016 at MNIT Jaipur and won first Price in “Basket Ball” and
brought college laurels.
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B.A. PROGRAMME

B.A. Programme was involved through the entire year in various academic and creative activities that
involved students with eminent teachers and artists in a mutually reciprocal exchange of ideas and
expressions. In addition, a variety of professionally relevant programmes were also organized keeping in
mind the need that students have for a viable and meaningful professional career.

The office bearers of LAKSHYA society, the student body of B.A. Programme was nominated in the month
of September, 2015 by the Convener Dr. Shashi Singh of B.A. Programme Committee. Nominated body of
the society is Tazeen Anadil as President, Shahnavaz as Vice President, Sourav Shukla as Secretary, Anshu
Singh as Treasurer. Executive Members of the society are Gyanendra Singh, Sonali Jain, Twinkle from
second year and Nitish, Anand Raj, and Shakshi from first year.

The LAKSHYA society organized the event “Aaghaaz” on 11 February 2016, Thursday in the conference
room as well asin the auditorium. The students participated in Debate and Quiz competition enthusiastically.
There was also a documentary filmpresented about “Kabir” by Prof. Vinod Verma which was shown to the
students which enabled them to appreciate theatre. The students also participated in computer workshop
which helped them in their technical development and for future use. The students volunteered in events
such as Biodiversity Conference, National Students Academic Congress and The Annual Sports Meet. The
students showed their active participation in National Students Academic Congress. Research Papers were
also presented by Anshu Singh, Tazeen Anadil and Gyanendra Singh. Tanmay Mishra from second year has
achieved Second prize in Aurobindo College (DU), second prize in Zakir Hussain College (DU), second
prize in Bihai Parmanand Institute of Technology and best actor award in PGDAV College (DU).

The students also work in synchronization with the theatre society, the street play society and other creative

writing events. The students are looking forward to participate in the upcoming events like the College
festival YUVAAN and many more.
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HISTORY

Department of History has been on the forefront in the organization of the annual conference on
“Biodiversity and Climate Change” for the fourth year. The theme this year was “Interdependencies in
Nature: Pressures and Policies”. This two day National Conference was witness to some of the top names
in the field of environmental conservation. The Keynote Address was delivered by noted Gandhian
environmentalist Sh. Chandi Prasad Bhatt. The conference also showcased various nuances of biodiversity
through a photo exhibition.

The Department has set up a museum of History and Culture in the departmental room and the adjoining
corridor. Although in its initial stage, the museum has some rare collection of photographs on the life and
times of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. We plan to put up theme based exhibition on distinct periods of Indian
history in particular in months to come.

The department has also set up a reference library in room no. 233 purchased from the non-recurring
grants received from Govt. of NCT of Delhi. This library can be accessed by students and faculty of all
disciplines and courses.

The department has been regularly organising outdoor trips to locations of historic importance. This year,
students were witness to the architectural marvel of Agra - the Taj Mahal. Set amidst a garden, this was built
by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan.

=
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PHYSICS

The Department of Physics is engaged in all round development of students via adopting innovative means of
teaching learning process. With this perspective, the department engages itself in conducting various presentations,

seminars and audio visual shows for the students to arouse interest in Physics and instill scientific temperament
among them.

In the academic session 2015-16, the Department of Physics seeded a new Lecture series called
“Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Popular Science Lecture Series” to apprise the students and teachers on recent developments
in Science. The main motive of the said lecture series is to acquaint the teaching and students’ community on impact
of scientific developments has on our daily life. The Inaugural Lecture of the said Lecture series was held on 1st
September 2015 in the Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel Auditorium, MAC. The topic of the Lecture was “Hundred Year of
General Relativity: How it changes the worldview” and was delivered by Shri Biman Basu, Scientist (Retd), CSIR
and Ex-Editor, Science Reporter. The Chairman of the Governing Body of the college Sh. Siddharth Verma was
gracious enough to accept our invitation as Chief Guest for the function. The event was well attended by teachers
and students and the talk enlightened us on the vexed topic about the impact of Einstein’s ideas on our lives.

The department envisages all-round & holistic development of students. By way of engaging students
in various activities team work is fostered & leadership training is imparted. Through group discussions,
quizzes, and volunteer work their personality development is encouraged. Owur faculty member
Dr. Swami Nandan conducted workshop on interview preparation for students which was highly successful in
its objective of preparing students for campus placement and job interviews. Senior member of the faculty Dr.
Parthasarathi delivered an enlightening lecture on the topic ‘Recent Advances in Physics. The presentation was
aimed at making students aware and informed about newer researches in this core area of science and eliciting their
interest towards basic understanding in the subject matter of Physics.

The Department of Physics is in process of setting up a Computer Lab in Physics department which will benefit
students of the departments in their Practical and Project classes. This will not only take care of the demands of the
new CBCS program but also motivate the students to seek new ideas and implement the same in their curriculum.

The department has a Student Society named “Physica” which engages itself in conducting various activities

to benefit the students. We are proud to|state that our studentsjare well versed in all the activities of IT, desktop
publishing, graphics etc. ' v e | ¥
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BIOLOGY

Department of Biology in collaboration with departments of History, Economics and Business Economics
organised the 4th National Conference on “Biodiversity and Climate Change: Pressure and Policies” on
4th and Sth February 2016. Many eminent speakers from various fields delivered lectures.

The learning objectives of this conference were to discuss the issues of climate change and understand
its impact on habitats. Various linkages across economic, social and environmental dimensions were
also highlighted to make the students realise the problems arising due to climate change especially on
our natural bio-habitats and agriculture. Students were also given knowledge about the role of science in
the development of a sustainable world and the challenges of putting the scientific findings into practice.
After the presentations were made by the speakers, students asked them various questions. All the speakers
appreciated the quality of questions and the commitment shown by them to protect the environment.

A workshop for the students to train them to carry out gardening activity was also conducted. They were
taught as to how to grow certain varieties of plants bearing seasonal flowers that can blossom under Delhi’s

climatic conditions.
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CHEMISTRY

The Chemistry Department aims to serve in the broadest, innovative and most liberal manner towards the
advancement of chemistry in all of its branches through academics and promotes innovative curriculum
development and exposes students to advanced instruments and technology. The academic performance
of the students of the Department of Chemistry has been excellent over the past years. Ms. Manjari, Ms.
Uma and Mr. Anuj students of BSc. Physical Science have secured 100% marks in Chemistry in year 2015.
In addition to academics students excels in sports and cultural activities also and achieved top 3 ranks in
cricket, volley ball and other games.

The students’ society of B.Sc. Physical Science, KETOS, organized its annual event ‘Scintilla’ to compete
and hone their organizational skills in various events like quiz competition, Power Point presentations
and debate competition which witnessed participation from across the departments. The Chief Guest for
the event was Prof. Biman Basu who delivered the inaugural lecture on ‘Gravitational Waves’ Students

thoroughly enjoyed as they got the opportunity to open up informally among themselves and with their
teachers.
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But... The Truth

When we see a house on a suburb which is neither too big nor too small but has an elaborat‘i eg:ll;jzn Wi
blooming flowers in it, we impulsively picture a happy family. A father who wo :{S 11_‘1 1€<1I'd 3‘; s ¥s g
spends time with his wife and children on evenings and weekends; a motl-fer w. ‘o i i e ‘ an 1 ipar.eht
loves her children immensely and tends to them day in and day out; two httlefj:.we(‘:to[:;y e~ ;—l ti \
playing and imagining and wait for the nightso that they get to hear yet another bedtime s app},
ending from one of their parents.

i ? : in a million chance
But in reality, this is nothing but a figment of our imagination. There is cml?r O?ee:hnirz: i warld hs t
what we imagine, may actually be so. Every individual, every house, every S}lmng Y sogme T w:S. ity
own story. We happen to know some stories through word of mouth or throug 1%3
which testify the credibility of the stories.

Lonce read a novel titled Tharnks for the Memories by Cecilia Ahern. The protagonists f_ath:;;he::’ takes
the photographs of his dead wife off the wall and keeps them in the cupboard ee,u:h mtalrnlmgothellf'a S the
back by the evening. The protagonist named Joyce thinks that her father doesrf t lo:re l::::‘ mu o e:)r’mﬂre
and therefore can’t stand seeing her photographs and that he puts the.m back just _ o 1113e ;dn’t l'kances
before her. But in reality, he hides them so that his wife doesn’t see h“?’ SnpEs 258 £ 235 hi’h
smoking, he was too ashamed to smoke in front of her. So, the truth is totally the converse of what the
protagonist assumes.

Most of the time people simply conjure “truth” based on their thougth, imaginat}io? an;iesxpe‘;mnces‘
This can be said to be both right and wrong: it is right because the truth is mostly what we an wmng
because we only think that what we have seen is absolutely true.

Only one out of five people have the ability to analyse the truth, not only on the ba.sis of what th&f:(y have
seen or heard but on the basis of other factors as well. It is important that every society has those “one of

out five people” who provide a different perspective to what we see.

Shivi Puy

B.A. (Hons)English

I Yea,
Hlustration: Saumya
B.A. (Hons)English

II1 Year



Only I can tell this story

Because the story is mine

Like a free bird

I knew no limits

The open sky was my abode

I perched on every bark of the tree
Because I was free!

I played as if this would never end,
Being as happy as I chose to be

No one could do anything wrong;
But this was not meant to last long.

As I flew from branch to branch,
From city to city

From place to place

I was still unaware of the dark
That would soon shroud me...

Yes, I became the one
That was no more allowed to fly

.
- .I
TR Y

: No more chirpings, no more in control of myself
v Because I was restrained and restricted.
5 Seeing the open sky covered by darkened clouds
Ilay hopelessly
Counting my days;

Finding no solace.

That day revealed
Something fierce, cruel and evil
7 As I'wasin chains

ﬁ I could no longer be myself
";: I preferred rather to stay quiet.
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Telling My Story

Only I can tell this story

Because the story is mine;

Those long reins of bondage

Were worse than my worst nightmares.

They say-“Every cloud has a silver lining”

I searched for mine in the penetrating darknesg
That is when I found a new hope

A new beginning, my silver lining!

I struggled & struggled

Breaking shackles & confronting hindranceg
At last, I succeeded

In setting myself free!

No more in captivity

Everyday my happiness reaches a new height,
Once more, I am free

Flying with my wings wide open!

Telling everyone my story

An untold story of struggle

I hear every new morning echoing

“Bird, continue to hope, and you will never be dis-
appointed.”

Komal Srivastava
B.A. (Hons) English
I Year

Ilustration: Saumya
B.A. (Hons)English
I1I Year
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Kajar Billauta

In India almost every superstitious person is petrified of a “kajar billauta” 1 find it funny how some pe
think that a black cat crossing your way can spoil your day. Even when an ordinary cat passes by, ie
considered as “bad luck” so it is not hard to imagine the panic a kajar billauta creates. 3

I remember this funny incident when a kajar billauta crossed my friend’s way. L‘Infortunateiy, she was 0i,
to appear in an examination that day. We were already in a hurry but she refused to move forcxivard_ E
insisted on taking the long route. 1 did not have the time to argue. I did not accompany .her a1.1 took 3
short cut. Apparently, that was big risk. I reached on time. On the other lmnfl, my fnend reacheq 3
main road after following the long route from where she took an auto, got stuck in trafhc and reacheg ¢
examination hall thirty-five minutes late. She missed out on several questions and she was absentmindee
throughout the examination. For obvious reasons she did not perform well. After we were dcn_le with the
exam, I went to her to talk about how silly these superstitious beliefs are but before I could begin to SPeg,
she cried out, “That silly kajar billauta... it ruined my examination; it ruined my day!”. I was amused gt thy )
She did not do well not because of the kajar billauta but because of the silly superstition she belieVed ilj.
She admonished the poor cat like anything. She had such a firm belief about the kajar billauta that I fo“nd.
it hard to change her mind. Well, that cat crossed my path as well and I did quite well in the exam.

Humans, fully equipped with both physical and mental faculties, cannot change the fate but a mere blagi
cat can'! I fail to understand how people end up believing such nonsense.

Let me narrate another incident. A kajar billauta once crossed the path of a man on his way to work,
did not have the time to stop and so he continued to move forward but walked as if walking through g
He was worried about how his day would turn out to be. He presumed that he would have a hard time and
made him upset. He entered his workplace with a sullen face, could not focus on his work and misseq j;¢
deadlines. When he failed to complete his share of work, he had to face the flack from his boss. Followj,
the admonishment he received, he blamed the black cat for his misfortune. Well, it is as clear as day that e
cause of his misfortune was none other than himself. He let himself be swayed by a superstition. Nothi
is more amusing than this. I wonder what black cats have to face after crossing the ways of such people!

To conclude, I will say that believing in superstitions can only affect us negatively. A kajar billauta js gy
ordinary creature, like every other creature around us, which has got its own life to live; it has got no time
to devise schemes to ruin the lives of us humans!

AmirthaD
B.A.(Hons) English
I Year
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Human Mind: The Most Valuable
Treasure

I\iIan is the most powerful and beautiful creature in the universe. In fact, man is the master of
z l llving creatures of the earth. Man is said to be the master and controller of all living things
€Cause he is gifted with the faculty of the mind. Other creatures do not enjoy the privilege of

highe, intelligence that man enjoys.

Tt is true that men have invented modern technologies which have transformed their lives.
¢ uet RC?me was not built in a day. Modern scientific and technological advancements involve
earlpalnstaking hard work and meticulous research activities of our past generations. In the
to Y stage of civilization, ancient men were fighting for basic amenities and they learnt how
prel();oduce fire by rubbing two stones. Modern man must be thankful and_grateful to t.heir
hari‘i“{essors for' this. If the minds of Kautilya (Chan:ilkya, the famcfu_s ancient ec:anorms.t)_,
I<alid‘ (the ancient medico), Tansen (the wonderful singer and musician of Ak‘ba'r s Court),
a8, Ved Vyas, Guru Rabindra Nath Tagore, Elbert Einstein, C.V. Raman, Swami Vivekanand,
ewton and a lot more could not have created a niche in their respective fields, we would

€ able to build our pillars for success.

Ssac
Dot
t};:nan mind requires continuous efforts, research and some creative activities to realize
Ung,  Sired output. A young man who graduated yesterday but stops learning today will be
In\,enuf:ated tomorrow. Continuous efforts enable the mind to innovate and explore the new.
Se\,er tllonls are made out of necessity. The modern stage of mobile has travelled a journey of
Un C'Li: distances through telegraph and telephone. Networking systems like the internet is
€n ea\:3011113 of the human mind. The modern Automated Teller Machine (ATM) involves the
hl\/IachinC‘urs of millions of customers, thousands of bankers and engineers. The 4M’s — Men,

W, At es-, Money and Materials — required to execute any work are brought together by the
T} mind.

le
Q S s " ] J .
W L(:Iemflc feature of mind is that it never becomes static. Mind is the master and controller
W, € human body. It remains active even while the body is sleeping.

e
le Mgy b ) !
g e very careful and vigilant about how we use our minds. While creative thoughts can

0
gl‘g t 8reat success; negative, destructive, misleading and harmful thought can challenge the
biff and progress of a society.

vy e
1 Te : ; . !
a Su.,. 2t human minds have different thought processes. It is not necessary that if a man

a .
1 1 3 - . . . .
"SLIQQ" 2es an incident, someone else will imagine it in the same way. That is why our society is
i SN .ipositiOIl of both good and bad things. But the civilization of only that society becomes
W, I‘QS Or whose creativity and innovation dominate over destruction and inhuman acts. India

Qrkpected in the world because of its unique feature of unity in diversity. Different religions

t
?Iih ©8ether differences.
I 8 . = T s
]a‘l\’il. Must be given full of scope to grow and prosper. To achieve this competitive

QiQlehment and optimum facilities are two key factors. In today’s era acquiring certificates
K\;{f\mree useless unless relevant knowledge and adequate information are gathered into minds.
b, 1y, 8etting admission in a college, a student should explore his ability and identify his area
3 QereSt and should then focus on his potential. A student’s mind can be focused towards
A _ "Sonal as well as national growth. Now a man does not only belong to a village, a city
D“Iltry but to the entire world. It depends upon the interest, capacity, broad vision and

~ = \
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willingness to channelize the powerful energy of mind on the basis of which a man from Indja

SA. It is the prime responsibility of the government to make available the sound

can lead in U
nds can prosper

infrastructure, creative climate and supportive surroundings so that human mi
in coordination with the system. Responsible authorities in the government must review th
e

prevailing circumstances to channelize the young minds into the mainstream of the country’
s

growth and prosperity.
Hence, we must focus on taking inspirations from the lives of the personalities like Mahatm
a

Gandhi, Swami Vivekanand and Dr. Kalam so that our minds can also produce wonderfy]
u

and innovative ideas rising above the caste, creed, religion, politics, community which will b
e

remembered for ever.

Mr. Mukesh Kumay
Section Officer (Administration)

Journey of Life

Our life is full of new experiences which may be good or bad. But those experiences teach us a |
sometimes become a major cause of our personality growth. We face a number of ups and dowa c_)t and
life. There are times when we enjoy so much that we make claims like, “My life is so erfect!” ;; Jour
there are times when we deny our erstwhile claim by saying, “There is nothing good in ni) life a.ncl  then
Basically life is all about uncertainty; we can't predict what will happen next and whethfi‘ it will bi};ate it”
good

or a bad experience.

The journey of our life revolves around moments that we create. Since we can’t predict the fut
should stop worrying about it and should just imagine the experience as a good memory. I we

Experiences are all about us making them memorable. At each step of our life we will .
new, and that will be the point where we have to explore, learn and indulge oursel e rlle.n.ce S?mething
fullest. Life is too short to dwell on bygone “bad” experiences so we should movvefs in w:lng .hfe to the
confidence, strength and will power and be optimistic about the future rather th e “_htl'l all our
putting our morale down. an bemg pessimistic anq

Illustration: Saumya
B.A. (Hons)English
Year
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Snippets

Tell Tale

Swimming in my mind are stories. Stories waiting to be told. Stories not wishing to be told, the ashes of
a shrouded past consumed by bitterness and betrayal. Stories impatient to get out, pushing against my
cranium with a mighty force. Stories of my dear and near, their dysfunctional experiences juxtaposed with
mine. Stories I dream to write about, but they escape my memory as I open my eyelids. Isn’t it magnificent,
the idea that you carry such tremendous rich infinite experiences in your head?

Every story is unique and great in its own sense.

Rekindle

I was fast asleep when I felt something warm against my left cheek. As my eyes adjusted to the faint light
filtering through the curtains, I woke up to the bright midmorning sun peeking at me. So kindly excuse
my enthusiasm, a sunny day after an entire week of intense cold, fog is welcomed with joyous heart. I shut
my eyes and let the warm seep into my bones, soaking every inch of me. I pictured the Helios with Godric
Gryffindor’s sword battling it out with the fog, slaying the mist and managing to hoodwink a giant cluster
of clouds to finally emerge, victorious. Huzzah! (I needed a win, and I got it.)

As I finally managed to crawl out of bed, I stole a whisper to the blazing ball hanging above — just hang in
there bud. Let the greyness that has imprisoned my soul be replaced by fire.

Believe

As I'write this, Ilook up and the sky is the colour of my China. It’s usually breezy, considering its mid-May.
I tug on to my billowy olive green kaftan, my gaze falling on my hands. I stretch my free hand out, palm
facing upwards. All these lines across my palm, private secret engravings in their own right, surely they
must intend something. “Do they?” I say it aloud, surprising myself and the spaniel from next door curled
up at my feet who jumps up with a start. Or, maybe I should rephrase it to whether I'm willing to believe?
What exactly do I place my belief in? Belief is a tricky thing. Just when you decide to repose your faith in
a human, they throw you off balance and give you a reason not to. The good news is beliefs are not set in
stone. As long as it stems from your very core, you will be okay.

I believe: in purging my soul of painful memories and past betrayals. That embracing yourself is a process.
In giving without expecting anything in return. That first and foremost, we must live up to ourselves. In my
strength, my capability, my dreams, my choices. In the vast unbounded potential of everybody:.

The struggle to find something that’s going to pull us through is a never ending journey. So hold onto

faith, whatever your idea of faith maybe. That, with a dash of hope. And if all else fails, Ben and Jerry’s hot
chocolate.

Neelabja
B.A. (Hons.) English
II Year

Hlustration: Saumya

B.A. (Hons)English
III Year
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The Child of Courage

Following her everyday routine, Gurpreet woke up at the crack of dawn, completed her household chores,
dressed up Mousin, sent him to school and found herself brooding, yet again in front of the mirror in an
attempt to find her real face. Wiping off the tears that have dried over the years, wondering about the next
pretext when Mousin will ask for his father, she became conscious of the fact even today will go in vain.

Receiving Mousin from school later in the day she wordlessly veiled his customary question, “Maa, will
my father ever come to meet me?” They reached home and passed the rest of the awkwardness in silence.

Mousin sprinted to his mother when he heard her shrieks. It was only then that he realized that she was
having a nightmare. He hastily made an effort to wake her up, “It’s alright maa, wake up!” After waking up
from her dream, without much ado, she clutched her son into her arms, virtually smothering him. Before
she could react, Mousin is ready with his usual question and this time he is determined to get an answer.

“You have to tell me, I know this is related to my father. I deserve to know this maa. I am 14 now!”

She realized that she could no longer avert it, so she began, “No one really cared about this piece of land
touching the India-Pakistan border near Attari. This place could only see visitors of the Wagah Border.
Needless to say, they were our only source of our income”.

After gathering some courage, she continued, “All I can recall is the day when my father asked me, my
mother and sister to shut down the doors and not to move out until he reaches back. The noise of gun
firing and explosions, moments later proved to us that it was perhaps the last conversation with the man
of the house. Abruptly, we heard a knocking sound at the door. After a while of remaining hushed, I stood
and opened the door. I found my father’s corpse lying amid a thousand more dipped in red. Before I could
realize what was happening, I saw a heavily armed man ... your father, a terrorist...

Mousin stayed teary eyed and wordlessly held his mother’s hand. The latter concluded, “Mousin, you are
not a progeny of a violation, but the outcome of a woman’s courage to change an option to a choice”

\ ¢ I _ Ayushi Anand
B.A\(Hons) Journalism

' 111 Year
i




Paths to Salvation

Sitting high on his throne on the immortal mount,

The almighty Father perceives his subjects,

Much of whom worship him as God Almighty,

Some who even profess their love for him

In their own strange little ways; some who

Condemn their immortal soul by making

A living in God’s name and mislead His subjects

With lies, and deceit; some who are unsure

Of their belief, yet are sheltered by the warmth

That only belief can provide; some who abstain

From all contact with the world, in the hopes of

Coming into His good graces, yet most driven by

Ulterior purpose; some that openly declare

Their vehement opposition to even the barest notion

Of a Higher Entity, yet in their own small way,

Are the staunchest of His supporters.

He goes by many names in as many of

His subjects’ kingdoms; He is Zeus of Olympus,
Presiding over the mounts of Greece; to the Romans,

He was Jupiter, commander of the best of their men;

He appears to the Indians as Lord Indra, lord of the sky,
And Krishna, and Rama, and the avatars through the ages;
He dons a new name, a new guise, for each of the golden eras
Of his human subjects, for he is at once Jesus and the Prophet,
And all his different forms, for they are one and the same,
And show but the immensity of his power, the power of faith.
He does not ask obeisance, or worship of some sort;

Nor does the sacrificial flame sooth his heart;

It is but truth he desires, a beautiful and yet terrible price,
For have not blows been exchanged on the matters

Of perceived slights to the sanctity of one’s God?

But it is not this truth that He desires, it is a thing

Much harder to find — the truth of what one really is,

For that truth is the only true path — to Salvation.

Agfanika 2016

Ishan Wadhwa
B.A. (Hons)English
II Year
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Void

She felt numb,
There was a strange void.
She was an actor
Searching for a missing article.

It could not be found anywhere.
No one could help her,
Words fell short to give a description.
She herself didn’t know what it was.
She would recognize it immediately
Was all that she knew.

The article had to be found soon,
The emptiness was chewing her up.

One day she decided to take a break

From playing characters,
To take a walk in the desert.
She was moping

When she heard someone weeping.

The weep was unfamiliar,
Yet it had a spell which captivated her.

She paced her steps faster

To reach the source of the sound.

She saw someone in the shadows.
She reached for the petite being,
The innocent face of the creature
Looked through her eyes
As if to hypnotize her.
She realized the void had dissolved,
The souls had communicated.

Saumya Agrawal
B.A.(Hons) English
II1 Year

Inevitable You In Me

Perhaps the world might be fair,
Beauty of which
To my eyes were rare;
[ travelled a lot, the world around,

To look for so, but no good was found.

Then you came and took me there,
To a place I never had been

But I wished I were.

This is how,
You dissolved in my blood,
And resolved all my thoughts.
I may be wrong,

Or may be not.

Perhaps the smile may rejoice the soul,
Art of which,
I never learned on whole;
The smile of you, brightens my face,

Where presence of yours anyone can trace.

Before you came, I was a body so grim,
You taught me love, you made me smile,

And reverted to me the gift of soul... .+

This is how,
You dissolved in my blood,
And resolved all my thoughts.
I may be wrong,

Or may be not.

Ashish Abhishel
B.A. (Hons) Englis},
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The Seven Ages

Is the world really what it seems to be?
Wherein men and women

struggle for supremacy,

They come, and one day they go, but leave
behind them

A journey, of which, there are too many parts
to behold.

But the seven ages, O those sweet memories!

continue to

At first the infant, with cheeks plump and
rosy

Who, with his birth, has redefined the word
‘beauty’.

Then, the intelligent school boy
With an

P rogenitors

Walks to school to charm all alike!

uncanny resemblance to his

And then the lover, brimming with passion
for his loved one

An hour without whom seems to be an eternal
duration.

Then a soldier, sharp and fierce as an eagle,
Filled with patriotism,
martYeardom,

and a spirit of

Who instead of his family thinks his nation
paramount,

And then the justice, pinnacle of wisdom and
sincerity,

Who never fails to scrutinize and analyze.
The sixth age, a

humble
dependence,

reminder of

It leaves you with enough to just sit and
wonder.

The last stage of all, with nothing but one
constant turmoil:

To give up on life, or let life give in as per the
time destined.
No matter what choice one makes,

As long as one leaves the world with no
regrets.

Divyank Kushagra Bansal
B.A. (Hons) English
II Year
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Pieces Apart

If I'd ever known
That it would be my last day
With millions of words left to say
If I'd ever known
About his intention
Filled with greed and obsession
If I'd ever known

I would be rendered with no chance to have
alook

At all the things that I loved but never took.
If I'd ever known
How to choose life when you are half dead
Writhed in pain with wounds all red.
If I'd ever known
The solution to my never ending pain
And to all the efforts that ended in vain
If I'd ever known
Who was responsible for my terrible death
I kept thinking this till my last breath
If I'd ever known

It was not only my body that was being made
impure

Even my soul was wounded in a way that had
no cure

If I'd ever known
That one day I would lay all alone
In this grave, midst of an insect and a stone
If I'd ever known
That memories are all that are now left
After that dreadful day of a terrible theft
If I'd ever known
He would silence even the voice of my heart

Leaving me only with a few pieces apart.

Alina Kazmi
B.A. (Hons) English

I Year
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DU Dilemma

Tdon’t want to go to SRCC!” exclaimed Meera.

‘What? You don't want to go to THE SRCC - one of the best colleges of DU?’ asked Radhika.

Ya!Idowanttogotoa regular college but SRCC is no where in my list’

‘But why?’

‘Goingtoa regular college hasalways been my dream and I will fulfillit no nmtt?r what but gettingadmission
into SRCC is not my cup of tea! What I think is that it is an overrated college.

“You are.... Radhika was cut down in between.

Tknow I'm awesome’

“You're mad’

“Thank you. Now let’s go back to our home’

Meera was someone who wanted to explore each and everything. She was co:.xsiderca.i 11113.3 f{?l“ her dreany
of experiencing ALMOST EVERYTHING in life. From being a cancer survivor to a leader in a protesg
march, she had experienced many shades of life and desired to experience. Her dre?:‘ns may seem crazy _bllt
she was still confident enough to dream them. She has learned a lot about college life t]ijJgh' h.er cousing®
narration and Karan Johar films, She always wanted to go to a regular college and tlh:c:;‘e sttirxels rg;:ide her
aim to get admission in DY stronger day by day. She was mentally prepa.r?d for all t 1¢ fun she had dream ¢
of. From fests to trips to ‘canteen masti’ each and everything seemed exciting to her.

Meera was more thap an average student. She was not the topper in her class F)r l1e1"school but she Was
doing fine with her studies. It was the time for her board exams and she was working hard because she kney,.

that her dream oflanding into a regular college that too in DU would only be fulfilled if she secured'goog>
marks, g4 &

Meera studied  [ot and did well i her exams. She was on top of the world when she saw her result. She hag
secured 91.25% and hey jor keieiF e bound.s when she saw her marks. Her family was proud of her. She
had reached half-way towards the fulfilment of her dreams; but she was told by her teachers that she wi]y
L g campus college because she didn’'t score that well. Anyways, campus or off-campy
didn’t bother her, Wy she wanted%vas admission in DU and that tooin a regular college.

The first cut-off wag el 1nd she was unhappy. She was unable to get into any of the

ased
colleges. But, sti]] ity days later e released. Few clayS

she didn't Jeaye the hope because there were 9 cut-off lists t(_) b e
passed,cut-off lists released gpe afte ther but she was still waiting to get admission. But hope id noy
fade out. I'another

It was the day of iy}, Cut-off. She was sure that she will get admission in a college with subjects of her choice
this time. She hurriedly Teached the cszlrligeilfe was sure she might get admission. She was waiting for hey
cell when a gl calleg Nai ted interacting and found that they hg

ding :de her. Both starte g 4
applied for the same ¢ came and sat beside he

‘Ohh grea

Ourse,

¢ How much haye You secured?’ asked Meera.

“70%,'said Naina. ‘I hope 1 get admission somewhere soon. I have been hopping from college to college fo,
the past 15 days. Naina wag called in and Meera never saw her again.

Meera was unable to get
in the fifth list as well.

issi ; ‘ ' e seat in D
admissjg, because her marks were not ‘good” enough to secure heras U

Meera was shattered from Within, A]] the colleges offering the subject of her choice closed admissiop ¢
by the ﬁ&h hSt Leﬂ Wlth no Other opti()n Meera applled for a CGl‘]'eSpUnL']C]'ICC course, F[‘Oln being a fun
)
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loving, bubbly, chirpy girl she changed into being a reserved one. It was as if her life took a halt.

3 years have passed and Meera has still not recovered. She is suffering from depression and is currently
undergoing psychiatric therapy. She has completed her graduation by correspondence and that too in that
field which never interested her.

What was her fault? Was dreaming her fault? Was studying day and night to get admission in DU her fault?
She could only wonder!

Aastha Ahuja
B.A. (Hons.) Journalism
ITI Year

Dream

I am lost somewhere.
where tears speak
the untold emotions.
where smiles reveal
the corrupt ideas.
where eyes unveil desires:

where air divulges the truth.

Lets just close our eyes and dream..
Lets just do it for a moment and smile

because missing that is missing a life
simple and serene

Manisha Ashok
B.A. (Hons) English
III Year
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Ephebiphobia

“Ephebiphobia’; or “fear of youth’, is one of the most enduring phenomena in our society — and recently it
has become more prevalent than ever.

You may not know the word, but you've probably had the feeling.

An ephebiphobic society is one that views young people in negative and judgmental terms, where the media
reports the latest hideous crimes and abuses of youngsters, which invents devices such as the Mosquito
(which emits a high-frequency sound painful to the young) to move pestilent youths along. So worried
are we by stories of bad behaviour that we become hyper-protective towards our own children, raising
them almost in captivity, cooped up indoors, while letting them do their socialising and risk-taking in the
unregulated spaces of the internet. But this fear and suspicion is counterproductive. If you tell someone
they are a failure a good number of times, they will be. If you blacken the reputations of many by the actions
of the few, you discriminate. If you design a herd-mentality education system, built around targets and
testing, you lose those that require individualised support.

Thevoicesin the debate are loud and numerous, and often remind me of the way in which we used to address
racial imbalances. To comment that “I see young people behaving like hooligans all the time” implies that
what is seen is representative of the general state of things, and that enables discrimination to flourish. Yes,
there are some hideously behaved young people, aggressive and violent. There are gangs and groups that
wander aimlessly, drinking, smoking and behaving in an anti-social fashion. There are classrooms where
staff are terrorised. These young people exist, and their behaviour has to be dealt with. But if you suggest
that they are vulnerable and need understanding and support, you are labelled a wet liberal.

Why do we fear, stigmatise and discriminate against young people.

Children need boundaries and authority. They need manners and respect for others. They need sanctionsg
and consequences to help them learn. But they will only respect if they are respected, will only learn if theijr
strengths and needs are individually understood, and will only strive if they feel valued and encouraged.

Because while we blame, label and misunderstand an entire generation, because of the actions of 3
minority of their peers, we can only devalue and never empower. This isn’t about making excuses. It’s about
challenging a society that discriminates against its youth, and so excludes them from shaping the cultura]
and social landscape and embracing their futures. In other words, we are an ephebiphobic society — and we
houlﬂ&)'e ashamed of course. '




My Idol and His Discreet Tale...

It was almost twilight when I was on my way home, kicking stones on my way, singing, dancing
in the dimly lit road. I knew I was late already but this time I had no excuse to get myself
through my mother’s vexation and fury. It was just for her to be worried for me as I could not
be the perfect son for her. Even at the age of 16, when all my friends were earning members of
their family, I was just a mediocre kid, good for nothing and more of a liability for my family.
We lived in a village in Chennai, where life was tough, earning was a necessity for the house
lamps to kindle. My parents got me counselled and each of the counsellors said that I might
have some passion or something in me which will come up one day in life but that much was
not enough for me. I wanted to be a proud son, but I knew it was not too late. There was still
time. I reached home and forgot to bring vegetables like I was asked to. Just like any other
day, mother was cooking food and father had not yet arrived since he had loads of work on
Mondays. Once he came, we all had dinner and I didn’t get chided much as mother was not
well. She slept early that day and made my bed for me like usual. I apologized to her but she
almost turned deaf ears to my appeals. She gave me a smile and said good night. I packed my
bag for school and a minute later father came to my room knocking and sat on my study chair.
He seemed happy and cheerful, I asked him what was the reason for the unwonted smile he
wore. He hugged me and said he got a hike in his salary and we were soon going to have better
days. My father worked in a factory which supplied power to the factories in the city and with
the flux of time it was doing quite well too. That day I wanted to speak my heart out to him
and vent out all my choked so ecause it had been many days now since I had been feeling
worthless. He sat and heard ly and then he continued to say that it was too early for
me to lose feathers of mething in me which would find its light soon enough.
Then he shared thi d said some golden words to me which I will never
forget, he said... “Yot e your dreams com e son, just as it was said by
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam ams no one ca you from fulfilling them, not
even you yourself if i ' then asked me to not worry
héard my friends talk about
like some of them were
in and even Mr. Rattan
ly two words came out of
vas like something lit up
I worked hard in whatever
uvated from college. The
am I just a sheep in the

be

so much and just D
their idols. There were
Charles Darwin, Ste
Tata. When I was asked
my mouth, ‘my father’ Th
in me that wanted me to
I did and then years pas
question was, now what?

h name to eno
to bring a chang
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needs is a shoulder to cry on or a motivational spirit. He took what I said a5 4 good lneSSage
and hugged his father when he came to him and that’s when I had a sense of reljef within me.
Months passed and in no time I was 28, a successful entrepreneur, married and well settled in
Bombay. I was invited to a corporate meeting of the largest companies in Indja where I Wag
fot only to give an inspiring speech but also I was to be awarded with India’s most successfy]
Cntrepreneur. Coincidentally it was my father’s birthday the same day and I anxiously wanteq
him to be 5 part of my life’s golden path so I sent tickets for both my parents to fly to Bombay,
Just after a feyy days I received a call from home and my mother sounded low. Words were not
€oming out of her, all she said was,” Sachin, we got your letter, your father is no more and |
Will not be able to make it there, he had been suffering from Cancer, he never told you I know,
but this was for you only son. He always wanted you to become an eminent and a successfu]
Person in life and he knew that by knowing this fact you might not have the same confidence
and faith jp yourself and thus the legacy of the family will continue to be in ruins” My feet
stood stoned, my eyes wide open and a cold gush of blood flowed through me. AJ] my life, my
only source of inspiration was my father but I was the one who was not there for him when he
Deeded me the most. I felt extremely guilty of my selfishness. All along it was about me ? He hid
Such a big thing from me and that too for my own good? Probably he was right or m aybe not,
I can’t say but I was shaken up badly because now that I had everything, Every thing seemed
like Nothing. The next morning was supposedly The Big Day for me which did not seem big
€nough anymore, Everything seemed pointless but there again I was reminded of My Idol. He
Wanted me to continye no matter what. Gathering some courage that day I went to the event,
and addressed the audience. Just when I stood there in front of the mass and gleaming lights,
with a]] Paparazzi focusing on me I just had a heavy throat and I could barely speak anything.
But then jt Wwas important for me to convey to everyone who was behind this and who was MY
IDOL. “He was a fighter, he was my motivator, and he was the one who was with me to give
me fortitude and strength and most of all he was My Father. The one behind all this. Behind
all that T haye achieved and without his guidance I was a sightless toddler crossing the road”

He asked me always ... not to read success stories, because from there I can only get a message
Put reading what goes behind it, the toil & the pain, will get me the thrill of doing it and
Striving to accomplish my dream and that would be when I will get a step closer to success. |
love him, byt today wretchedly he could not join me here that is for what he made me strong-

But I wi]] always cherish what both my parents have done for me and the hope that they never
lost,

Mansi A garwal
BA (Hons) Business Econ omic$
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Last Words Dislodged Seed

That vacation, that summer,

I'm here

It was just a game of truth & dare It's me

On alovely note it had ended I have just been sown into your body
But couldn't it have gone on forever? Would it be silly if I ask,

I'wish I could stop that time “Can you sense my presence?”
And did what I thought had been right Time has passed

Because the words that you whispered into my [ have undergone metamorphosis
ears

I'm connected to you
Had filled my eyes with tears I see the world through you

I smell the world through you
After that vacation, that summer, the winter

approached
Deep in thought, I saw you standing by the door
I'wished to smile and hold your hand
But my heart realised

It was just not a favorable time

I feel the world through you
I taste the world through you
I hear the world through you
Hear, yes, I do hear your voice, dear mother

Hear, yes, I do hear a harsh voice of a ruffi-
an, dear mother

Hear, yes, I do hear your protests, dear

Ihave repeatedly asked mother
This same question over and over again I sense a foreboding
How can you be as incomprehensible as a A shadow is lurking in the corner

fragrance diffused in air?” The shadow is gripping me

"The shadow is consuming me

Itis indeed hard to underscore the meaning of I'm dislodged

words I'm gone

"It was just a game of truth and dare”, I say Your lovely “doll” is lost forever

“On alovely note it ended”, you say

Were we friends or were we not? G g T ; Anu S.
I'had asked you once but you seem to have | B.A. (Hons) English
forgotten | » el III Year
ol
So tell me now and tell me the truth IHI ' i i':i}
i tration: Saumya
So that I I 5 Lk
can say I am there for you BA. (Hons)Eﬁ%]jSh
Of all friends I have ever met 11 Year :‘R-_' :
Your last words I will never FORGET!!
Sony Sharma |
B.A. (Hons) English 0

I Year
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‘Bhaskara Uvaachaa’
(Father Sun complains to God for his daughter Earth’s pathetic condition)

O Lord of lord, God of god!!!
I am always thankful to you O god,
For bestowing a Green Resurrection Stone,
My Beloved Daughter Earth!!!

To you, she was so beloved,
Powerful Angel in your Divine Ministerial Cabinet!!!
One and only who had the talent,
To reproduce her own younglings

But who is responsible for her pathetic condition now?
Where her own progeny scraping her green halo!!!
Who is responsible for her pathetic condition?

AN -:_Wherelly, wn cannibal offsprings molesting her!!!

 to complain, where to ht, .
d daughter, T don’t know!!!
)pen your eyes of justice; T

‘ed Daughter Eart

ou see!!!

B,

f'th_e co
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What Lies Beyond My Own Pond?

There was this tide, The chains of caste, of race,

That rose last night The chance of class and gender.
How powerful these chains could be,

I stood there and wondered.

In the ponds surrounding mine.
Until and unless it bothered me,
I felt the tide was fine.

She said, “I have to live with these chains.
But soon this carefree attitude
Went down the drain
When I witnessed the havoc,
The aftermath developed by pain.

One day, I'll leave.”
As she spoke these words, I wondered,

How troubled she was.

Now there she lies on the ground,
There was someone in one of the ponds

With whom I had spent my days.
Now, those days stand still.
With me, they also gaze
Through the beautifu] face turned white.

They Whisper the message brought by the
tide.

Her face is quiet and calm.
They allow me now, to hold her

And take her face in my arm.

The water in the pond is still
And she is placid.
It seems as if she is gone to some place

Where she can smoothly sail,
[ asked her to come to my pond

To live with me.
She said that she could not.
She was not free.

Without any fear, without any veil.

I don’t know whether to laugh or to cry.
She is finally free,

I But the sorrow lies in the fact
Wondered .., there was nothing around.

No shackles tied her.
Vs ?l_le S_‘f‘id: “C,hains do not bind her body.

That she is not here with me.

Abhinav Anand
glish
.‘_: ‘5‘1;




Where I lived for Nine...

I opened my eyes
To see the blue sky
Oh! it is so bright

But where is my dark home

Where I lived for nine...

I started breathing
And then I cried
My mother held my finger
And made me see the sky
I forgot that home

Where I lived for nine...

I giggled with joy
And saw this world with my tiny eyes!

Oh! How he dragged me down...
And blocked out my sky!

rned to s ee my home
1ere I lived for nine...
L 'v:\:;. -k .,35‘*'“? :".':;.".-""a o

o |
" .-

I met her in heaven,

When I was born to see the sky
~ Give me my home again

Where I lived for nine...

Now, I don’t want to be born again...

Now, I don’t want to see the sky...

Dr. Charu Arya
Assistant Professor, Dept of English
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Gone

She stood there bare foot
evoking laughter and misery.
There was something about her
that nobody could understand
was she a walking dead?

Sullen eyes, swollen lips
tattered clothes and that cut wrist
tells a story, that no story teller will hum,

because she and I were just human

Barefooted woman with sullen eyes,
what all mysteries do you hide?
who was behind, the cat or the dog?
was it a work of the omnipotent God?
That sad smile on her face,
veils all the thoughts coming my way.
Has he won the battle and come?
Or was her husband taken away
Who wﬂl tell her story, will you try?
Could you unveil the girl with the sullen
eyes?

e

L Ly 7 e L
No matter how much you try

You cannot unveil that girl with sullen eyes
Her story will remain mystery to you and I.

Because she has taken it all with her to the

skies. . B
A'r

Garima Katyal
B.A. (Hons) English
III Year
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Why not a Girl Child

People wish for a boy
Not for a girl....
Their blessings are for males

Not for females....
BUT

When they need courage
They pray to Durga
When they desire knowledge
They pray to Saraswati
So, why they hesitate to have

Goodness in their family?
Even

A Girl is 4 doll,
The princess of the house
Loved so muych
So pretty and cute
Lighting every corner
Like a Jjtt]e fairy
She solves 41 Problems,
But neyer demands,

So affectionate,

Why thep are we solcrye] to her,
And KjJj her in the womb?
Think abouyt it,

And take an oath,

To Give her the Right
To Survive....

Tanishka Sharma
B.A (Prog)
I Year

Woman: Unparalleled
Creation of GOD!!

Don’t ever let them say
You are a woman!
You have no choice
You ought to listen,

You have no voice

Don’t let them tel] you
You are a woman!
You need to learn.

Your needs are yours

Not his concern.

Be warned, they will say
You are a woman!
Braving pPenetrating eyes.
For men are stronger,
When they have vice.

They will scare you
You are a woman!
You will endurepain.
For crying and pleading.
will all in vain.

Remember
you are a woman,
With strength unmatched, uncommon!
You must haye courage and ambition,

To go beyond given definitions!

Ahaa, You are a woman!
Divine nurturer of soul.
With brilliance and compassion!
Now play the leading role.

Rohit Rai
B. Sc. Mathematical Sciences
IT Year
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You are the Reason

If Sun is the reason for the existence of life
on Earth,

You are the reason of my existence on this
Earth.

The sun is eclipsed by the shine arising ev-
ery time a smile spreads across the face of
yours.

The dawn proclaims, your purity exceeds in-
finitely.

Even high rising waves recede every time an-
ger washes the face of yours.

The presence of yours in a place

Becomes my reason to be there.

The felicitous smile of yours ties me to you.
Love speaks through the eyes of yours,

You want me to find my place in this world,

While you stand by the door.

Fragrance emanates from every whiff of your
breath,

Bringing me from to life from death.

It is often said, reasons bring us to a dead
end,

But you are the reason of my existence,

Who was ready to accept the dead end.

Ashish Abhishek
B.A. (Hons) English
I Year
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Sound and Silence in the
City...

A sound...
A shriek...

And slowly sinking... it’s her voice...
Through the windows of the high rise
building
When the darkness of sunlight wraps
her body...

She tries to cry
and tell her mother
her fear....

But she can’t move her tongue
To scream... and shriek...

For he traps her tight
Alone in his room
And wraps
her body....

She still tries to cry...

To tell her mother...

She is there, in the darkness of sunlight
Through the windows of the high rise
building
She can never scream or shriek...
slowly sinking in her own

voice....

Dr. Charu Arya
Assistant Professor, Dept of English
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She Stood there... Barefoot
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Priyanka Das
B.A. (Hons) English
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Into the Heart of Delhi

Delhi, inits 700 years of history has had an ever-evolving culture, absorbing and adapting at every significant
phase. A journey into the depths of its history reflects the rich Ganga-Jamuni civilization, the city preserves
in its heart. Shugra Khatoon, K.M. Meena, Rachita Gupta, Priyanka Das and Anu S, students of B.A.
English (Hons) III Year visited the Hazrat Nizamuddin Dargah and Basti, one of Delhi’s oldest surviving
localities to get a glimpse of the vibrant Sufi culture, an apt illustration of the syncretistic tradition the city
embodies within it. They interviewed Hazrat Syed Sadiq Serwer Hussain Nizami, a direct descendant of
Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliyaand Sufi scholar, Syed Ajmal Nizami.Some excerpts from the interviews are
given here:

Interview with Hazrat Syed Sadiq Serwer Hussain Nizami
‘We wish to know about Sufism.

Allah and his messenger have their commandment. He is rabbul-al-almeen, the lord of the universe. He
does not exist for one sole creature. When he grants the breath of life, he grants the same for everyone.
This dargah is one place where people of all faiths arrive and gather. This is not necessarily so in every other

religious place.
Tell us something about your lineage?

I belong to the 21st generation. I am the sole successor of Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya—the present sole
successor and a direct descendant of Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya. Our family traces its origin to Bukhara.
Bukhara was initially in Russia [Transcribers’ Note: Bukhara was a part of the Russian Empire (1721-
1917), to be specific]. Now it is in Uzbekistan. We are pure shadad.

What is the atmosphere of this place like during festivals like Eid and Basant?

The way it’s like in every household. People visit their parents during festivals. Likewise, they come here (to
the dargah) for the blessings of Hazrat.

[Transcribed and Translated by: Priyanka Das and Shugra Khatoon]

Interview with Syed Ajmal Nizami

Tell us about Sufism.
Actually Sufiis a very short word (spellsout) S U F 1. In Arabic we have 4 words: ‘swad’ (Arabic)
‘waw’ (Arabic) fa/ fai(Arabic) &ya(Arabic) . But the meaning is quite bigger. In fact, if you
consider swad —(it) means prayer, waw which means virassat/viladat which means coming to
the world with a purpose, fais for farz, i.e. you are carrying the duties & your legacy by birth,
yais for yaadeinelahi-to remember & recall The Almighty. So what we believe is that the word
Sufi is a gigantic word; even the universe is smaller when we compare this word because the
ink of the pen will dry up & if all the trees are made into pen &all the ocean becomes _ink,
they cannot describe the word Sufi. This is what I believe. It is larger than we think. But for a
layman or common man to understand, it is (more) like the followers of Islam who are being
trained or are born with a special sense: a sense of serving humanity. They are called Sufis.
But that doesn’t mean serving people only; they have to follow the Islamic way of praying &
preaching: and at the same time, meeting people from different backgrounds, colour, caste &

creed. This is called being a Sufi.
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How does Sufism prescribe syncretism and cultural exchange?

Sufis have mountains of literature whether jt is Chishti Literature of KhwajaMoinuddin
Chishti, Khwaja Amir Khusro,KhwajaNizamuddinAuliya, who hail from India or Sufis of
foreign descent like Jalaluddin Mohammad Rumi from Turkey,BayazidBastami from Iran,
Faizani Atta-ullah from Afghanistan,Shaykh Ahmad Bamba from Senegal and Imam al-Jazuli
from Morocco. Sufism emerges from interaction of the philosophies professed by the Sufis
from various parts of the world and various sections of the society.

The thing is that the concept & feelings be
to create bridges: ideological bridges;
like what we know now-a-days as stude
culture... young people bring old thing

Do you think Sufism in Delhi is rece

Tl? reach a certain peak, you will have to think of a fall; only after a fall you will reach a height;
wlt}.wut fall, there is no peak; without peak, there is no fall. We believé it is like washing of the
so"mety. How can I explain it in a more easy Way?How can I explain it in a more easy way? A
child hearsg certain stories from old nanis,dadis, & other familypmembers_ When he grows up,

hind the word Sufi & being a Sufi are similar; i.e.
bridges of love;bridges of having exchange program
nts exchange program. What is that? ...exchanging of
S inanew way like olq wine in a new

ding into the background owing to urbanization?

S You access to Knowledge which means you
COnnected ¢q people around you. This makes

1S What Sufism a]so professes.
ee that the youth today are mor

he land of spirituality; you have
¢ culture in India. Sufism and spi
over India, despite the drastic ch

€ Cager tq know about their customs. India is
].ainism, Buddhism, and Islam, they all add to
fitualjgpy, will definitely continue in not only in
anges in the society.

Shugra Khatoon, K. M. Meena, Rachita Gupta, Priyanka Das and Anu S

B.A. (Hons) English
III Year
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Cultural Life in Delhi

Some call it the Heart of India, others the Heritage City,Green City.... Some regard it as the Land where
guys give roses, others refer to it as the Happy place in the whole world... it is Delhi... Dilli Dilwalon Ki!

When it comes to Delhi, people name it differently after drinking their own cup of experience from its
exquisite great food, history lessons and rich cultural heritage, all-in-one package.

Moving around the place and exploringa whole world within the world of the Heritage City, as we gathered

excerpts from the lives of innumerable inhabitants and gleaned our impressions, we were fascinated by the

utterly complex, colourful and arresting picture of the city as it unfolded before us.

Firstly, we met a lady, a school teacher to be precise; on asking her what she finds the most fascinating

about Delhi she exclaimed “Greenery!” Just driving along the tree-lined roads could be a pleasure, which

go refreshingly green in the rains!

Not just the trees, the parks and gardens,the beautiful restful places where elders go for a walk, some

walk their dogs, where children play cricket in the evenings, small benches become breeding places of

exchanging recipes, trading gossips and accomplishing the task of knitting warm sweaters.

The same tree-lined roads which were so soothing to the eyes of this lady provided for a frame of great
e found it glorious the way monuments emerge as a backdrop and spring
driving by. He referred to the city as the City of Extremes — from
Though he believed that amidst the crazy noise and

photography for the other man. H
suddenly round the corner when he is just

well-planned posh colonies to congested, grimy ones.
chaos, Delhi’s history calls out to him! There are so many buildings here, each with a story to tell of ruined

mansions and gardens, vestiges of once glorious Delhi. Its historical richness fascinates him that carrying a

5000 year old heritage, a capital built over 11 times during a course, Delhi is so magnificent.

cle who had just shifted to Delhi from Orissa. On questioning
we gathered that he believed each place in India to possess its
lhi doesn’t seem to have one sole culture rather a melange

Next, we happened to meet this elderly un
him about the contrasting culture and life,
own set of culture, tradition and language; but De
Ofmany cultures and customs.

We asked him how he finds the people in his vicinity and he came out with a perfect prejudiced definition
of a Delhi-ite — a hostile, reserved and self-centred one, who doesn’t cater to others concern and is caught
(We sure hope his perception changes with sweeps of time and he sees the

in the rut of his own busy life.
stingly, he added that it seemed to him that majority of

Optimistic side of people here.) Though, intere
people here are Punjabis who are leading the city, followed by the mercantile class! Funny, isn't it?

He was also perplexed about one peculiar thing about Delhi — the names of its places with no literal affinity
to their meaning. For example,Barakhamba Road with no literal poles; DhaulaKuan and LalKuan with no

‘kuan’ and Rajouri Garden and Tagore Garden which are actually not gardens. He seemed funny since how

could the observations of such aged people be so naive!

Nevertheless, there were other people also who didn’t judge the city through their narrow prism but
enjoyed and even took an inspiration from the life here. We found a woman so moved by the incredible
variety of culinary delights Delhi has to offer, that she felt tempted to learn to cook. In 3 years she found
herself raiding speciality stores for delicacies and those Parantha and TikkiWalas became more of an
encouragement that still compel her to launch bazaar walks and cuisine tours every now and then to learn

and taste the Masala of Delhi!

We met some young students too, who were out in the sun laughing and working on projects just like us.
To one of the girls, Delhi meant a mix of upscale and downscale colleges, about noisy, glorious weddings,

@ Oo
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the bustling bazaars, colourful jhumkies and jooties and what not

We also met a young journalist whose insight o i : .
one had to adjust to was pollution and trai-%lz infl-llz:lolgi‘:;os l:.u;tugt"s;t;g;ee n;:si; difﬁc;ltfaspe;:ttgf three :::ll:z
answer to be her own scl'{edlﬂe 0? daily life, which she found insufficient top as VZli : f ‘13) :};1125 clel(i3 I::r -it’s
Lvonder-ful p.eople, eclectic occasm'ns, bright bazaars, honking vehicles hec%irc tls A (? 1 oi ' a sgen saiof

appening life! But the most exalting was what she said in the end “O,ver the athc t; g}vu;g ealed
more and more of itself. Whenever we begin to think we know e C;ity well eno):;a}:SSO ;.; ::;)irnga; ;ev o

n

up and discovery starts afresh. I suspect the journey will never end

When we try to define the essence of a hu S
ge dynamic city like Delhi and the life of its inhabi
j p i e of its inhabitants, words
Lt;sitdi::t Z:am E;lo:ngh. :Itl(l:lhw}len asked to‘ define Delhi in one word, people came up with a plethora
B b e e to Fantastic; from Bright to Ancient. Some called it Addictive, others
vigorating. For some it is a Home, for some it is even more than that it is the Infinite ’

Gauri Mishra

BA (Hons) English
III Year
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Delhi: From Humble Origins to
Debacle Extraordinaire

Originating from the ashes of a nation devastated by the Partition riots, Delhi came into existence as a
haven for refugees who poured in from the regions of the present day Pakistan, along with others from
border-sharing states of Punjab, etc. Delhi in its entire history has seen endless empires rise and fall, and
has also been fortunate to have been the capital city of several of them. So it is pretty clear that Delhi has
had a glorious past. Coming back to the refugees who were sheltered here, we know that they are the ones
who worked endlessly to re-establish themselves, along with re-establishing the city of Delhi, which is why
a common belief exists in our society that people belonging to Delhi are known for their ‘dedicated hard-
working skills”. Owing to this humble beginning, one would expect that such a place should remain true to
its roots and continue on the path on which it started, but looking at the present scenario, one would surely

doubt this belief and expectation.

As a child I was proud of the rich heritage this city had to offer, despite being motley mix of several cultures,
often critiqued by the elites that this city does not have a culture of its own and was rather made up of
fragments of several other cultures, but at the end of the day, this was the most startling and fascinating fact
for me. This gave birth to the notion that a city like this will always welcome people from various cultures
with open arms, and cultural harmony would never cease to exist. But is this really so? I doubt.

The concept of ‘intolerance; which recently caused a stirin the entire nation (stretched too far by the Indian
media in my opinion), does seem like a bohemian thought in a country which takes pride in its so-called
‘diversity’, but at the end of the day, its effects can be felt clearly. News reports flourish throughout all news
channels on issues caused in the name of ‘religion’ on a regular basis. Religion in itself has become an all-
pervasive, overpowering and fire-breathing monster, ready to cause chaos and destruction on the smallest
of opportunities. Delhi-ites have become rather ‘tolerant’ to all things lie on the verges of the inhumane.
We read endless number of reports on the rising number of crimes against women and various other pitiful
Crimes in the capital. It comes across as if people have given up. Earlier we used to hear suggestions and
debates on how such crimes can be curbed in the city, but now all we hear is “let it be, happens daily
now, and cannot really do anything about it”. People fail to realize that giving up on improvement of such
conditions makes them all the more worse. Lynching, murders, organized crime and political espionages

are now dime a dozen.

The fact that “If you can’t beat it, join it” ideology is not the way to go forward. It is simply taking away all
the greatness and grandeur associated with Delhi, now commonly referred to as “The Crime Capital” and

by many more such derogatory names.

So why has Delhi taken such an ugly turn on its path to progress? Some say it is all because of the growing
importance of money and establishing power, by any means whatsoever, and it is not all wrong. Partially
this is the cause. Other not-so-bright individuals who can’t come up with a logical explanation blame the
Government and its money-centric policies. What people fail to understand is that a government can only
propose all its policies — it needs our approval to be implemented and so it is our responsibility to make a
conscious decision and choose only those policies which will benefit all of us, and retaliate against all those
which can harm us or create any sort of divide in the society.

This is what we need to become intolerant towards — oppressive schemes being forced upon us which
give limitless power to certain individuals and eliminate the participation of the common man from
the framework of governance policies. If this is not realized soon enough, then Delhi will end up being
remembered only as an example of the moral, political and social/ethical degradation that a city can go
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through and the worst case scenario — the entire nation suffers the same fate as this city.

The dream for now is to see this capable city taking matters into its own hands and setting things straight
again — a place where women are treated with the same respect which is attributed to them in religious
scriptures and mythology, where a person from the north-eastern parts of the nation goes back home and
gladly calls Delhi his/her ‘second home’, and travel plans be based on the occasion and not on the time of
the day for all individuals, irrespective of their gender.

Divyank Kushagra Bansal
B.A. (Hons) English
II Year

Shortcut

Every time she took that turn, she pulled up her window screens up, it was stinking! She always drove in
cars and lived on upper floors, imagining how people lived on these stinking roads.

This was one turn from her regular road towards market. She took that road everyday: it was definitely a
shortcut. She had tried those long routes with broad clean lanes, but traffic was something that she wanted
to avoid. As soon as she reached that cut automatically her hands turned her steering to that congested
road. Two vehicles crossed that road with difficulty. Small children running and relieving themselves by
that road was 4 common sight. Women fighting and boys riding bikes recklessly were a common show on
that route, Shopkeepers had encroached almost half the road and if someone dared to say anything to them
then abuses and fights were not to be avoided. This sight never looked like a city to her.

ing through that route. Every time she took the turn from that broad road towards that
fﬂil]kfh?ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁé%sereens upy it was stinking! And that huge garbage | iled right after that' o«
yesore. So ‘time_sjﬁﬁat pile was metimes a ljttle';_s naller; but it was always there. Do

B elef Versstrewn _ ‘in-'ﬂaaté‘&?mp
at pile of-garbage. Oh yes, he was

R A Dr. Charu
- Assistant Professor, Dept of E‘ffg]isﬁg;
¢ -, 9

we \ |
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My Title, My Story

It was not a hard task to choose the topic that I was going to write on.

How authentic would it seem if I begin my story on a note that all we desire in life is to write
our own “story”. We want to share our unique experiences. We want to shout aloud to the
whole wide world “this is what I have done”

The only problem is that our “story” might not be as unique as we assume it to be and more
often than not it might turn out to be the same old drama.

I don’t intend to pen down my biography. I desire neither to peek far behind nor too ahead in
time. To be true, at times, I feel that I don’t have the proper words to narrate my “story”.

Having admitted that, what I now would like to do is to rewind the past six months of my life.
I know it’s would seem a bit ludicrous but I promise it is highly amusing.

I feel that I'm a part of some high profile Bollywood movie!
And it is going on and on!!
OMG!! At such a pace!!

Reality check: I am aware of the fact that many students (just like me) leave comfortable spac-
es of their respective homes to pursue higher studies.

(Seriously, why does it have to be so complicated?)

Hailing from a small city, I had no former assumptions regarding anyone or anything in the
metropolitan city of Delhi. But after going through my share of lived experience- from losing
my smartphone; to those moments of “solitary confinement” wherein thoughts are my sole
possessions; to the exploration of the DilwalokiDilli,I find myself gradually being enveloped
with what I would call a metropolitan cover.

What is with this sort of tag-No one has free time in Delhi.

This is the most irritating tagline that I have ever come across. It becomes even more annoying
when I myself have been tagged as the “Busy One” even though I genuinely want to know and
meet the so called “busy” people of Delhi.

Finally, Delhi also revives in you a bit of an emotion that a person never realised had within
them -“Ego”. Despite being a no- one, a city dweller might still harbour an “ego”. No matter how
much a person tries to resist, it finally overpowers their “Being”.

There is still so much to add, so much to say but sometimes one needs to respect time & let it
have its final say.

Ritik Kapoor
B.A. (Hons) English

I Year




L e ——

g

— e

The Sad Fate Of Nature

(This poem won the first prize in Poetry Writing Competition (English) at VIDYOTTAMA)
With her fragile beak, the tiny sparrow offspring pecked at the inside of the egg,

It was finally time to enter the world and explore the plethora of happiness with her tiny legs.
When she was in her mother’s womb, she had heard all about the nature’s wonders,

: . ed
She had heard about the resplendent flowers, the scenic meadows and skies that stretch
towards infinity.

She had heard about the sturdy trees which were a thousand years old, the howl of the fero-
cious wolf and about the great Amazon that meanders.
She was especially bubbling about a peculiar species called humans,

Because from what she had heard, they could walk, talk, dance, cry and achieve feats that were
uncommon.

They could build huge monuments, walk on oceans and even fly without wings-

; . ith them
The little sparrow s badly wanted to meet these creatures of magic, be their ally, fly with the
and play with them op s

wings.

Bubbling with excitement, the tiny creature finally cracked open her shell.

Little did she know, the world she was going to enter was nothing short of hell f ti
ion.

Instead OfEmbracing her with a loving hug, her mother launched into a long lecture pRet

Never leave this nest, the world is a dangerous place.
Pollution, destruction apq annihilation are the new ways.

Be especially “4utious of the vicious species called humans.
They are selfish, eyj] 5

They burn nature
infinity_

nd nothing less than Satan.
. . h towards
S sturdy trees, kill the bear for fur and blacken the skies that stretc

. ; icity.
Cramp the S€enic meadows. annihilate the flowers and flood the rivers with toxicity

1)
But the naive Jj

. o exaggeratin
ttle sparrow didn’t want to listen to a single word, Mama’s just 88 &
how can humap,

s be so evil?
Ho ;

W can they end mother earth to such a horrendous peril?
Throwing cauti

; ; took her first
Hight, N to wind, and ignoring her mother’s pleas, the little sparrow

Amongst the buming trees she realized that her mother was right.
Scared and Nervous ghe started to return to her homely nest,

That was the exact Dibnemaibian 4 young man decided to put his new gun to it’s test.

Athira Suresh

B.Tech Electronics
III Year




Nature’s Bounty

The serenity of ﬂowi.ng clouds

And the rumble of pouring rains,

The beauty of blooming daffodils

And dew drops of grass strains.

That croaking of frogs in clogs

And Cuckooing of koel on bright morns
Make the air a hall of fame

Whereevery one just tries to prove their
name.

I wonder if I had been a tree!

Would I have liked the birds perching on me
Or would I just shake my branches free?
The smell of moistened mud

And the brilliance of the blooming bud
Takes me to God’s own world

Where every being can express without word.

Noira Khan
B.Sc. Mathematical Science
II Year
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Dust

The soft caress of a summer breeze

The gentle sigh of a steaming kettle

And, afire in the summer sunshine
Is the dust that refuses to settle

Suspended, motionlessly in the air
Bits of the universe, lost to time
A silent bittersweet spectacle

That exists, but in my mind

And try and try as I may
To cover up all the chinks
The light always finds a way
To find me when I'm on the brink

So that I may again look at the dust
Illuminated by the glow
Have faith in the light again and trust
Like all summer things, I'll grow

And face the winters that I must face
With the dust still in my head
Letting me know, I do not travel alone
Down the dark road I have been led

And I'm sure when the time is ripe
The light will glow again
And then to dust I will be returned
To the dust from which I began

Till it is at last someone else’s turn
To be serenaded by the kettle
And sit under the summer sun
Wondering at the dust that never settles

Aprajita Sharma
B.Com (Hons)
IIl Year
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Movie Review: Ghost in the Shell

Movie Review:Ghost in the Shell (Animated) (1995)
Directed by: Oshii Mamoru

Based on the Japanese graphic novel of the same name by ShirowMasamune, Ghostin the Shell
is set in the backdrop of a future when it’s not uncommon for you to walk on a busy street and
bump into cyborgs— humans who have been ‘cyberized” to such an extent that every aspect
of their functioning is taken care of by high-tech equipment within their “shell”, the prosthetic
body, and “ghost” which is the slang term for consciousness. So what was it that you really
bumped into? What is it that differentiates a human from a cyborg? What makes us human—
the biological matter, the consciousness or the memories? These are the questions that Ghost
in the Shell explores. On the surface, it’s a cybercrime story. Rapid progression of cybernetics
has resulted in various complications, particularly “ghost hacking”. Section 9, a unit of National
Public Safety Commission of Japan, is responsible for dealing with such sensitive crimes. .The
protagonist is Major Kusanagi Motoko, a member of Section 9, whose body is almost entirely
cyberized with the exception of her brain which is organic. With the aid of her co-workers, she
must track down Puppet Master, an ingenious hacker.

| The movie is an intricate piece of work with technical terms and phrases popping up s’

now and then. This makeg it difficult to comprehend quite a few parts of the movie, especially

. if you're watching it for the first time and you don’t have at least a minimal knowledge of

" cybernetics and the like, However, if you watch it with enough focus, grasping the overall plot
should not be that difficult of a task. Basically, you need to look at it as a reel of threads instead
of trying to disentangle every intertwined thread if you're a first-time viewer. Subsequent
viewings can facilitate in-depth understanding. This is one of those works of fiction that
offers a new insight with every viewing; it can be interpreted and reinterpreted in more than
one ways.

Although cyberpunk is the core, Ghost inthe Shell also has a philosophical dimension.
| Cyberizationfacilitates storage of memoriesinexternal deviceslikehard drivesand consequently
their sharing. You can share the memories of a party you went to with a friend— what you
saw, what you heard and even the sensations you had. So, how would you define concepts
like “reality”, “identity” and “individuality” in a world where accessing others’ memories is
as simple as browsing files and folders on your computer? How would you know that the
memories you possess are “real” and exclusively yours and have not in fact been “hacked” and
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tampered with and distorted or erased? If the latter is the case, are you still you? What does it
mean to be human after all in this milieu where technology has overtaken life functions that
have hitherto been natural and organic? If your entire physical being is one complex system
of prosthetics, do you cease to be human? To reiterate the question posed in the introductory
paragraph, what makes us human to begin with?

Now, keeping aside the philosophical aspect, let’s move on to the technical aspects of the
movie.

Visually, Ghost in the Shell is spectacular. Considering the fact that the movie is over two
decades old now, the animation and graphics are commendable. The action scenes are fluid and
the cityscape—which serves as the backdrop of the movie—and other miscellaneous objects I
are incredibly detailed, rendering the movie what it is— a futuristic thriller. The voice actors |
in the English dub did a fine job. The song titled “Making of a Cyborg”, traditional Japanese |
chant that plays during the opening credits and a couple of other scenes, gives an uncanny feel ||
to the movie and is in stark contrast to the “futuristic” theme. '

To wrap up, Ghost in the Shell is a classy sci-fi thriller that not only offers an insight into
a fictional milieu where the line between man and machine is blurred to a considerable
degree, but also provokes us to think about what possibly is in store for us in the near future.
Considering man’s constant strive to reach the zenith of technological advancements in every I
conceivable field in this present day and age, is it farfetched to propose that a time akin to that It
shown in Ghost in the Shell is not too far away? You be the judge. i

Trivia: The Hollywood cult-classic The Matrix trilogy (1999-2003) is heavily influenced by
Ghost in the Shell.

Recommended Follow-up: Ghost in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex, an anime TV Series
comprising of two seasons (each comprising of 26 episodes).

Priyanka Das
B.A.(Hons) English
III Year
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Mars Chronicles: 3050

“Sky blue.” It’s perfectly common English phrase. Yet it means nothing to me.

- : : i since my
My name is Arun Gaur and I'm a third generation Martian. No one in my blood_lmi e
grandfather has ever seen a blue sky. He was among the second wave of colonizer:

behind their lives on Earth to remake the Red Planet in our image.

; - : , or clespaif
1 ;wonder'?soﬁiét_im‘eé?'what drove him skywards. Was it hope for a better tomorrow
: foraworld .‘t'haf"égéﬁ-_r'e';__i_"_to always be falling apart?

: . it road-
Well;ifit was 'dé'é-pair then he was right on the money. Space travel is all but. delad. V(:’;E-‘t lzilifficult
block afférJ'r;oadblock;Est'ablishing"coloni_és on other worlds may be the s.mg e mished within
undertaking,evéf"co__nceive_d. Two'entire waves heading to the moons of_]upltedl' pjrAnd evaltlh
their first five years. The“only truly stable colonies are the moon bflses " E j'n their infan-
we're he‘Ia together with duct tﬁpe and prayer. The outer planet colome.s are Stlthat oot Dt
cies de’épite having.more than a-.'c_gﬁtury behind the_m. They ship us mmeral-‘; B choh
_,as--tnﬁ};l;;;_to acquire as they’re'worthsThe gengggl'épinion of E"'arth seems to be

governmentneeds to cut itslosses withus. .~

Som__é.t:i‘_més I can’t blame them.

“Gi‘deon', patch me into my news feed.” I say as 'L enter myquarters inside the M
perity 10, - ,

“CEItainIy} Captain Géur.’f_gomes the clipped reply of my base’s*A.I, Gideon.

Gideon 1s an artificial intelligence. A true A.I, one fully capable of human thoug
of

7 : ; > of mankind’s
the only five i existence, Gideon hersélf considers this a tragadfpeiqenee
Paranoia of all that diff,

Wiped Moscow off the map, I'm inclined to disagree with her.

N\ . . . Corp, world’s
“Our leading story today: Sylas Samson, tech billionaire and President of R:lsjioublic respon
leading medica] research group has expressed disappointment in the lackluster p

in our
' Mars, and in o
to his ambitioys planned expedition to scale Olympus Mons, tallest peak on )
solar system ” ?

. @ S . -1 ‘lo”
“Gideon? I saiq In.annoyance as I sat on my desk, “I sdid NEWS notjunk mai
"Scaling Mons'm

. : - o one’s risking
€ans nothing”, I continued” It has no strategic value to it. N
their liveg just fo

r bragging rights over a giant hunk of fock?
Y noted, sir” came th

' « the report on
“Dul € same almost'monotonous reply. “Shall I move on to
the legal battle between t

L ?})
he South American Unionand the Tata military group?
“No, forget it. Just tell m

I couldn’t
boding th

. ”»
N i neg.
e how the construction on Farm — Dome 7 is' going

: in fore-
3 ir, a certain
quite place my finger on it but there was a sense of unease in the air,
at was driving me up the wall,

@

i till
. . 2 'deon repll&d, S
I am afraid sir, that construction has been halted until further notice.” Gi
in that almost monotone, she always used.

IfI had been drinking something I may have just done a spit take.
“Wh- what?! Why?” I shouted,

g I
s o o he Slxt_h A, 4
er from them in this‘brave new world. However'since t
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“Sir, the latest material shipments have been delayed. Our currency transfers have also been
cut.”

“Well that can’t be right.” I grumbled. “Put me on the line with Khan.”

I sat back and tried to arrange my worried expressions into a neutral one as the blue hologram
materialized in the corner of the room to show Dr. Khan, our head of finances, sitting at his
desk, scrolling through his holo-screen.

“Ah, Captain Gaur, what can I do for you today?” the portly, bearded man said as he looked up.
His mechanical eye making a faint clicking eye.

I've told him that he really needs to get a new one.

“Well you can start by telling me why the hell our construction material and funds are being
held up!” I yelled at him in my most commanding voice. I expected him to show anger or guilt.
But what I got was just puzzlement, as if I'd asked him why the first Moon-town was named

Armstrong.
“Are you kidding me?” he asked incredulously.

“No, I am not.” I snapped back in what I hoped was the type of irritated tone that inspired im-
mediate obedience in underlings. On the inside however I was pure nerves, this was not going

the way I had planned.
“If you could just get serious for a min”
“Captain, let me just stop you right there.” He calmly said cutting me off.

I stared at him taken aback as he continued. “The reason they’ve been ‘delayed” is that the
world government is planning of cutting funding, I’ve had my ear to the ground and- and
well ... let me blunt here Arun.” He paused for just a moment before leaning forward.

“They’re going to announce a structured fallback in a few years. Du Point is up for re-election
soon and she can see where the wind’s blowing. The Terran population has lost faith in us.
Pulling us back will get her party the votes it needs to recover from that disaster in New Aus-
tralia. Even our own people are tired. The number one financial goal among Martians is to save

enough to move to Earth.”

“I’'m sorry Arun.” He continued as I sat there dumbstruck.
“But the colony project is dead.”

Half an hour later I was still in shock.

“How could this have happened Gideon?” I asked, hunched over my desk with my head in my
hands.

For all my cynicism, I never really thought our way of life would end. That my home would
be abandoned, all because- because the High Chancellor screwed up with the LT guilds and is
desperate for a third term?

But now that it was gone, I realized just how much I loved Mars, how much I wanted more
generations to grow up even further afield.

No great star captains, no freighters flying to foreign suns. We had the whole universe before
us and we made it out of our own driveway.

“Before I answer sir, ” Gideon said, snapping me out of my introspection, “How high do you
want me to keep my honesty setting?”
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“100% Gideon, lay it on me.” I said.

“It’s because you are all nothing but a pack of shaved apes scrambling about with your eyes

blinkered by your own stupidity. Your simple meat brain’s incapable of foresight or imagina-
tion. Carbon based life forms are obsolete model”...

_»f‘ssmilin_g in spite of myself. I would have to check how high her
she went into that tirade.

deception humans call diplomacy.

the romance has gone from the human mind, driven
1e veil ofheaé‘only to find Pearly Gates blocked with
p : st fantasies has been reduced to a sequence of resent-
o eak of dreams of far flung stories.

U thi’s’iffﬁ‘é?? colonies are nothing short of miracles.
s not a simple one of your cells survived to live in, startin
you built tools that let your species to conquer your world and now
must, not just for prac asons, for vital resources, but because it is in.your nature. You
need to expand, to c your bounds or you stagnate and die but you’ve forgotten that.

You have found ways to survive in
g with a piece of sharpened flint

You cannot onque ntier without something to remind you of the spirit that led

emind you that you make miracles.f’-l

4 Sllently,, Is
me what I had

-

_'__w;}( like a frightened :dég;jl said, “Wgﬁll, it’1l defi-

' | '-'%‘,}gj;g as if my idea woul
. ) a miracle to pull this off... "Fﬁ %

it g

of Olympus
eon, the dust
>r intensity
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Integrity: A Foolproof Formula for Success

Recently, I conducted a workshop on preparation for job interviews for students of our college. While
preparing the power point I came across the word ‘Integrity’ several times over. I was convinced that
‘Integrity of character’ was the most important common denominator for success in work and life. I
found it impending to find out for myself the broader meaning of this lofty word for I had a rather vague
understanding of its true input and characteristics. I started looking for the semantics of the word - I came
across an article by celebrated author and observer of everyday life, Arthur Gordon which tried to explain B
the word ‘Integrity” from diverse perspectives. I humbly submit that the present text draws heavily from " f [
Arthur Gordon’s thoughts. '

An anecdote from the biography of the Nobel laureate physicist Sir Chandrashekhar Venkat Raman comes oL
to my mind. The story is as follows: Raman Research Institute, Bangalore had invited applications for the ‘?&
post of Research Associate. For the first time in pre-independent India, the applicants were to be paid '

for their travel to the institute and back. A young post-graduate fared so badly at the interview that Sir

C.V Raman publicly humiliated him and asked him not to be seen inside the institute campus any more.

However, to his utter dismay the next morning, He found this young man standing at the accounts office

of the institute a waiting for the window to open. Sir Raman lost his cool and wryly asked, “How dare you

come here again”? The fellow gently replied that the accountant had mistakenly paid him in excess of the W
actual expense for the travel and he had come to return the excess amount. The answer saw an extremely

mellowed Raman who instantly offered the position of Research Associate to the gentleman. “I can'make

someone learn Physics” quipped Raman, “ but I cannot teach him — Integrity.” ’

“Integrity according to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary means a quality of being honest and !
having strong moral principles. It also means the state of being whole and not divided. I recalled that in |
mathematics, an integer is a number that isn’t divided into fractions. Slm.llarly, a man of integrity isn’t |
divided against himself. He doesn’t think one thing and say another-so it’s virtually impossible for him
to lie. He doesn’t believe in one thing and do another -so he is not in conflict with his own principles. It's !
the absence of inner warfare. This gives a man extra energy and cl,anty.gf thought that makes achievement
inevitable. !

What are the key ingredients to success? Brains? Energy? Know-h ? These things are desirable, sure. But
they will carry a man only so far. If he’s to move to the top and be entrusted with command decisions, there
must be a plus factor, something that takes mere ability and do ?,-\"'Ies or trebles its effectiveness. To describe
this magic characteristic there’s only one word : Integrity. #
I could now relate better to a picture frame of Mahatma Gag,"' p “éed in the room of Hindi department
with the statement: “Happiness is when what you think, w
“For most of us,” says poet Kersey Kartak, “our ideals and
integrity is a man of one piece.”

say and what you do are in harmnony.”
ual behavior are at variance. But a man of

“Integrity,” author Gordon says, “means having a certain built-in s¢ i

Integrity means living up to the bestin oneself. An acclaimedwriter who had losta fortune in bad investment
went into bankruptcy: His intention was to pay off every penny he owed, and three years later he was still
working at it. To help him, a newspaper organized a fund raiser and his readers contributed heavily to it. It
was a great temptation-accepting would have meant the end of a wearing burden. But Mark Twain refused
and returned the money to the contributors. Cou s later, with his new booka hit, he paid the
last of this debts in full. '
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Integrity means having a highly developed sense of honour. Not just honesty, it is also honour. A person
with integrity is an individual true to his own standards and hence to himself. Integrity means having
a conscience and listening to it. German theologian Martin Luther in the face of his death decree had
declared, “It is neither safe nor prudent, to follow my conscience. Here I stand; God help me, I cannot do
otherwise.”

Integrity means having the courage of one’s convictions. In an operation theater, a newly appointed young
nurse said to the doctor, “You have removed 11 sponges doctor while we used 12.” “I have removed them
all,” the doctor declared, “We will close the incision now.” “No,” the nurse objected, “we used 12.” “I’ll take
the responsibility,” the surgeon said grimly. “You can’t do that!” blazed the nurse. “Think of the patient! "The

doctor smiled, lifted his foot, showed the nurse the 12th sponge. He was testing her for integrity and she
had it.

Integrity means obedience to the unenforceable. In a way, this is the heart of it. “Integrity is doing the
right thing, even when no one is watching,” said C.S. Lewis. No one can force you to live up to the best in
yourself. No one can compel you to get involved. No one can make you obey your conscience. A person of
integrity does these things any away. There are umpteen example of valour when the captain has chosen to
die before any of his men fell to enemy’s bullets. Because their concept of duty, though unen forceable, was
stronger than the regard for their own safety.

Difficult? Yes. That is why true integrity is rare, and admired. But in terms of ultimate reward it’s worth all
the effort. Few dividends that integrity pays are:

Boldness. Integrity gives a person the strength to take chances. A person of integrity has confidence and
he sees no reason to distrust himself. He is a happy warrior fighting the good fight, indifferent to suffering
or ostracism.

Persistence. Integrity often shows up as an unshakeable single mindedness of purpose, a tenacity that
refuses to give up. Such men of integrity never give up.

Serenity. People of integrity are shock-resistant. This enables them to accept setbacks, or even injustices.
Integrity brings a person: friendship, trust, admiration, and respect. People seem to recognize integrity
almost instinctively and are irresistibly attracted to it.

How does one acquire it? Perhaps the first step is schooling oneself to practice total honesty in Httl‘_e thingﬁ;
not telling that small lie when it’s inconvenient to tell the truth, not repeating that juicy bit of gossip that is
quite possibly untrue,or not charging your personal phone calls or travel bills to the office. Such disciplines
may sound small, but when one really seek integrity and begin to find it, one is swept by its sheer power.

A fool proof formula for success? Yes, It's fool proof because-regardless of fame, money, power or any of the
conventional yardsticks- if you practice integrity, you are a success.

Dr. Swami Nandan

Assistant Professor, Department of Physics
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Research & Innovation Projects

To initiate and encourage a culture of research and innovation in the colleges at an undergraduate
level Maharaja Agrasen College acts persuasively conducts different projects under Star Innovation
Project Scheme & Innovation Project Scheme.

This year college has been assigned nine projects (for a period of one year) & Innovation Projects
& seven projects under STAR Innovation Projects (for a period of three years). These projects are
student-centric research activities under guidance of teachers from different departments.

Following projects are initiated under Star Innovation Projects

of The Project Investigator

s oea S

Culture and Communication in Global Organizations | Dr. Sunil Sundhi, Principal

2 Cyber Security Help System Dr. Meena Mehta, Assistant Professor, |
Department of Computer Science

5 Develop a Strategy for the In-house Performance | Dr. TN Ojha Associate Professor, Department
Appraisal and Management of the Employees in the | of Hindi

University of Delhi

4 Developing E-Learning Materials for Information Dr. Sudhir K. Rinten, Assistant Professor,
Management of Higher Education Department of Journalism

5 Strategic Management of Higher Education | Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari, Associate Professor,
Institutions : A Case Study of University of Delhi Department of Political Science

6 Workspace Optimization for Communication and | Dr. Niraj Kumar, Assistant  Professor,
Innovation Department of Political Science

7 To Design and Develop Low Cost, Self-learning | Dr. Praveen Kant Pandey, Department of
Heterogeneous Swarm Robotic Ecosystem Electronics
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MAC 301: Delhi a City of Migrants: A Study of the Socio-
Economic and the Political Condition of the Migrants.

Jl.nvestigators: I As per an estimate, Delhi hosts nearly 72 million people
| from outside. Thus, migrants constitute nearly 47 percent

L8 Dr. SanjeeyKumarliwar) of the total population of the national capital. Though, the
Department of Political Science migrants comprise of people from all parts of the country but

2. Dr. Sushmita Rajwar, Department | those who have altered the political grammar of the state are

of Political Science ! primarily from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. People
! from Uttarakhand comprise of nearly 10 to 12 percentin 10

3. Mr. Vinay Rai, Department of .
=tk constituencies and thus are able to decide the fate of the

Journalism . _
candidates effectively.
Student Investigators _ _
However, an interesting point is that while the migrants come
| 1. Sakshi Saxena ! from diverse social and economic background from their

Saarabh Verma | states of origin, they polarise not on religion and ethnic basis
' | but on regional lines. Thus, caste which is such a powerful
a force in the electoral dynamics in Bihar, melts away and a
Mayank Mohanti | regional identity works. Though Mayawati’s emergence has
made a significant change in this pattern yet the regional
polarisation works in constituencies. Though no survey has
Ayushi Saini | been done to suggest who came when and from where and is
settled for howlong in Delhi but it is generally agreed that the
| flow of migration increased phenomenally after the failure of
Md. Irfan Basha | governance in these two states which got badly rattled under
the politics of Mandal and Kammandal in late 80s and early
90s. Failure of governance, derailed economic development
and anarchy on the college and university campus threw a
pattern of migration.

Kishor Kumar

2

3

4

5. Ashish Jayswal
6

7. Palak Srivastava
8
9

Kalpana

10. Sonia Tomar

S TR

Delhi, which happened to be the destination for students
from upper class strata, started finding inflow of students
even from middle and lower middle classes. Migrants significantly changed the socio-economic profile

,~| of the city. The influx of the population on the one hand has congested the cities with the phenomenal
H : growth in number of slums and increased the burden on the civic amenities. On the other hand, it has also
' lowered the cost of services which otherwise would have been many times more than what it is today in

Delhi.

The main aim of this study is to analyze the impact of Migrants on Delhi’s Socio-Economic and Political
condition.

5 To asses specific reasons for the migration of population to Delhi.

To analyze if some particular caste or economic class have migrated to Delhi.

Is the objective of migration fulfilled (social, political and economic objectives)?

If given a chance are they willing to relocate back to their home state?

Have they become homogeneous population of Delhi or still heterogeneous beings?

To discuss the societal problems linked with migration if any.

O )
o O 3
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MAC 302: Impact of Reservation Policy on Under Graduate
Students Since 1991: A Case Study of University of Delhi
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Investigators:

Dr. Subodh Kumar,
Department of Political science

Dr. Niraj Kumar,
Department of Political science

Ms Sonia Suchdeva,
Department of Business
Economics

Student Investigators

Gaurav Pathak

Kapil Nigam
MohitMeena

Pooja Jha

Pooja Kasana

Rahul Pal

Roni Gautam
Ambika Thakur
Lhingdeihat Chongloi

. Mauli

. Mona

. Prince Thomas
. Rahul Singh

. Shikha Rai

. Varsha Sharma
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Two hundred years after the French Revolution, the world
saw the unification of Germany, the end of the authoritarian
regimes in East Central Europe, the Baltic Countries and
the former soviet union, and with the transition from
dictatorship to democracy in the Philippines, Argentina and
Brazil. The worldwide movement towards liberty, equality
and fraternity was celebrated. India has been no exception;
the irresistible revolution has changed the hierarchical
structure of the society. The Quest for development has
brought forward the idea of reservation to the Backward
Classes and later to the Other Backward Classes. The overall
change in the socio-economic and political area has been
mainly because of liberal education, secular institutions,
one-man one-vote one-value and similar affirmative actions.

Reservation as a whole is a growth facilitator. Caste acts
as umbrella where masses live by giving reservation based
on caste. The masses get an opportunity to participate in
the process of building modern democratic institutions.
This can utilize the potential of the majority in the post -
reform period for building a modern productionist society.
Moreover, BC’s and OBC’s are a major force of industrial
profit since they, too, are consumers. But their share in the
ownership orin the management of the industry is negligible.
Rapid economic growth demands productive interaction
of the society’s members with one another. Growth and
economic diversification alone will break the correlation

. between caste and occupation.
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MAC 303: Enquiring into the Relevance of Prescribed Text
Books for Undergraduate Level in the University of Delhi

J The book publishing industry in India is defined by a large
Investigators: set of variables. India ranks third only behind USA and UK
1. Dr Deepa Sharma, Department of in the publication of English language books. According t_o

Commerce the industry body FICCI, the Indian publishing industry, is
currently growing at a compound annual growth rate of 25
2. Dr (?hamﬁf)'a: Department of per cent. The industry is highly un-organised, disoriented
English and competitive in nature, with over 16,000 publishing
3. Dr. Arun Julka, Department of houses and each of them having a market share not greater
Commerce than S per cent.
Student Investigators A nationwide survey conducted by the National Book
1. Aditya Nair Trust of India in 2010 revealed that one-fourth of the
youth population, a staggering figure of 83 million, identify
2. AkashJana themselves as book readers. A deep insight into the reader’s
3. Arsh Hashmi satisfaction level received from these available products
(books), leads to the unflattering truth that qualitative
4. Sparsh Garg L : : ) . :
quotientintheaveragebookisdeterioratingsharply, especially
5. Keshav Pratap Singh at the undergraduate level. This has resulted in a socially and
6. Sunil Yadav intellectually stunted generation. Instead of referring to these
i products, the present undergraduate student community ig
7. AnshuSingh favouring low-graded notes & compilers, so as to find Short-
8. Kajal Saxena Cuts just to crack their examinations. In absence of any
) authority-led literary standards in our country, students find
9. Tazeen Anadil ) , _ ) .
it hard to digest various standard textual references available
10. Abhiruchi

education at undergraduate level.

in the libraries and thus generally wish to avoid devoting time
for library. These rising dissatisfaction levels may weaken
their conceptual understanding and in depletion of quality

What is essentially required in the present day system of education in the University are content oriented
books which work as support system for these students and also give a wider outlook towards the
constructed knowledge. Research in this area is pertinent at this juncture to bring forth apprehension of
losing in-depth academic teaching-learning progression and suggested conduit for it.

The study seeks to evaluate the level of dissatisfaction/satisfaction of the undergraduate students with
the referred texts available in the Market and to make suggestions on the basis of research conducted. The
specific objectives of the project are here under:

To measure the perception of the undergraduate students and the academia towards the textyg]
references as an educational tool.

To assess the level of satisfaction/ dissatisfaction with the textual references available in the Indiap
Market.

Toidentify the factors responsible for the rising dissatisfaction towards the available textual referenceg
for undergraduate students in India.

To suggestlevel of content oriented books which should be available for students at the un dergraduate
level.
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MAC 304: A Study on the Impact of Suryanamaskar on the
Physiological, Psychological and Socio-Political Parameters on
Youth in Universities at different Altitudes

>/

Investigators:

1. Dr Mukesh Agarwal
2. Ms Preeti Goel

3. Ms Shomaila Warsi
Students:

Shivani

Devyani

Swadha

Shibhu

Krishna

Sahil

Dhirender

Ankush

0 Twc T B S e SO NASE

Diwakar

10. Tushar

Suryanamaskar is an ancient Indian method of offering
prayers to the rising sun along with the series of twelve
physical postures aiming at physical, mental and spiritual
well-being. The postures of Suryanamaskar have specific
spiritual connotations. The impact on the cardiovascular
system will be assessed. Moreover, anxiety is responsible
for behavioral adaptation and affects the performance of
an individual, Suryanamaskar is supposed to normalize the
psychological variables. The Indian society has a different
social dimensions adamantly reserved on traditions, rituals
and religion. The study will accommodate the opinion and
involvement of politics varied society without any biased
approach.

The study focuses on the impact of Suryanamaskar, a branch
which is a combination of Yogic postures performed in
synchronization with the rhythmic breathing movement.
Various studies were conducted on effect of Suryanamaskar
but they were limited to physical and physiological
parameters. The research will focus on the impact of
Suryanamaskar on the youth aged 16-25 years, of the sample
size 300, located in coastal, hill and plain areas. The change
in their physiological, socio-political and anxiety status will
be assessed before and after the seven days of the training
schedule. The methodology adopted would be the collection

of data through the questionnaire and the standard equipments. The data will be analyzed by using suitable
statistical techniques.




MAC 305: Developing E-Learning Material for Media
Literacy of School Children

Investigators

1. Dr. Anshul Taneja, Department of
Business Economics

2. Dr. A. K. Thakur, Department of
Journalism

3. Sudhir K. Rinten, Department of
Journalism

Student Investigators

1. Ansh Goyal
Abhimanyu
Aastha Ahuja
Ajay Kumar
Adarsh Kumar

Ira Puranik

2

3

4

5

6. Rupal Poddar
7

8. Nidhi Tyagi
9

Vaibhav Duggal
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10. Saurav Panwar

This project is an effort to provide an option to the citizens,
who are really suffering due to poor media literacy and
higher media exposures. With outcome of this project wé
will be able to give such audio-visual material which can be
utilized as study material for media literacy of the school
children. It is a fact that teens are having multiple medium
exposures at multiple facets & screens, parents are helPles_’s
to find appropriate answers to the questions raised by media
due to poor media literacy.

Process of developing E-learning material for this project
is based on democratic participatory learning. For the
same, several workshops have been conducted with school
children (9th -12th standards) of East Point School situated
at Vasundhara Enclave, Delhi. The workshops conducted
during the project were designed to provide information
about content manufacturing & gate-keeping in various
stages.

Till date we have completed 2 stages, i.e. assessment of
media literacy & workshops on print media literacy. After
the workshops participants were able to understand gate-
keeping and inclination of news. They came with following
formats of news publications as their workshop outcome.

# We are planning to conduct workshops for literacy of

electronic media in days to come. After completion of the
project we will develop E-learning material. The learning

material will help users to engage with media and information channels in a meaningful manner, which is

really essential now a days in India due to nature of Indian Media Industry & Socio-economic growth of

the country. There is huge growth in media Industry and its consumption behavior. So media literacy is

zizgz n}?t 01‘3?7 essential for the school children but also for the society at large. The competence acquired

enablg thr:; ;z an information literacy can equip school children with critical thinking skills, which will
¢mand high-quality services from media and other information providers.

fHEPS
GENAAR o
L

A Procical Newshol

Madia Literacy workshop
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MAC 306: Understanding Emerging Agrarian Crisis in India:
Inputs for National Policy on Sustainable Agriculture

7
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Investigators

Dr. Rajatkumar Sant, Department
of Commerce

Dr. Bibhuti Bhusan Mohapatra,
Department of Commerce

Mrs. Saumya Shukla, Department
of Economics

Student Investigators

Sweta Bansal
Sarthak Patel
Jyotirmani
Shreya Jain
Sumedha Uppal
Nitin

Shivam

Aparajita Sharma

Pratistha

10  Subrahm Gupta

In terms of occupation India is primarily an agrarian country.
But agriculture contributes a meager amount to GDP;
resulting in a trap of vicious circle of underdevelopment for
her rural populace. In spite of more than sixty five years of
independence and developmental planning the farmers’
situation remains pathetic. Earlier, it was nature’s fury which
was taking their lives, now they themselves are taking their
lives. Those who can afford are leaving cultivation whereas
those who have no option are staying back in the country
side to witness macabre of death. This is nothing but
agrarian distress. Over the years, there has been a growing
marginalization of Indian peasantry but probably this has
been overlooked by our planners. As a result, a large section
of peasants have been deprived of institutional credit and
devoid of insurance cover. Prima facie, the rising cost of
cultivation and lack of appropriate government support
prices in the face of slowing down of global commodity
prices have increased their burden. On the one hand, the
state has ignored them; on the other hand, the market has
exploited them. Exorbitant rents of share cropping and high
debt servicing obligations to village money lenders have
further increased their burden. Owing to global warming and
climatic change, the vagaries of weather in recent years add
salt to their injury. The present study thus intends to examine
agrarian distress in recerit years from a holistic perspective
by focusing its attention on two north Indian states such as

Ra]asthan and Uttar Pradesh. Based on its findings, the study also intends to explore technological and
institutional solution for the clear and present danger in Indian agriculture.
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MAC 307: Innovation in Payment System: Strategies to
Convert Unbanked to Banked

J

1.

2.

1

o 0 N o v Bk » D

Investigators

Dr. T. N. Ojha, Department of
Hindi
Dr. Priya Gupta, Department of

Computer Science

Mr. Ritesh Verma, Department
of Commerce

Student Investigators

Aakriti Johar

Ajay Chauhan
Himanshu Rawat
Ishu Tiwari
Lakshay Sharma
Pawan Malhotra
Rashi Maheshwari
Sheepra

Vipul Deora

10. Yash Agrawal

ML

As Mandis are currently unbanked in India, we did an
extensive study of payment systems that currently exist and
function in the market. Already learnt about the mode of
payments that exist in the target area that is Azadpur Mandi.

We listed out the disadvantages of the current system.

We visited two Mandi i.e, Ghazipur Mandi and Azadpur
Mandi in September and October 2015 respectively to
perform our research about how transactions are being
performed in a Mandi at different stages. We studied the
existing system of payment in the target area. We also drew
out flaws in the system, and how the system can be made

efficient and secure.

Since we had to study about all the payment system in all the
vegetables and fruits markets (mandis) in Delhi, students
were divided into different teams and each team was allotted
the task'to go'to one of the vegetable markets and study about
the mode of payment, its efficiency, its advantages and its
drawbacks. This study helped to know and learn more about
the positive and negative aspects of the payment systems and
strong involvement of all the team members helped us to do

all the tasks efficiently.

A comparative study of different payment mechanisms was
carried out. Since we have been studying and analyzing the

current payment systems out there today, electronic wallets " -

turn out to be the mostfeasﬂ)le and efﬁment payment systems as they would need customers to add a.moun;’
to their wallets and can use them anywhere to buy anything they would like to, share it with their friends

colleagues and get discounts on using promo codes. If wallets are brought up to mandis, they would allow

the buyer to make purchases qu1ck.'|y and move to other destinations as desired.

Our future scope is to create a questlonnalres based on current research. These questionnaires: will mclude
important markers that - willhelpin understandmg the ﬂaws as well as finding the required solution. We will

have frequent visits to target area (Azadpur Mandl, Ghazlpur Mandi) for dlstrlbutlon of questionnaires.

Our final target is to propose a better system that may 1nvolve some innovation or 1mprovmg the current

system. So that we can'help'our country and 1ts main field of source income.

C o
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MAC 308: Content Syndication and Catalogues for
Undergraduate Science Courses

7
Investigators
1. Dr. Rajatkumar Sant, Department
of Commerce
2. Dr. Bibhuti Bhusan Mohapatra,
Department of Commerce
3. Mrs. Saumya Shukla, Department

of Economics

Student Investigators

1
2
3
4
S
6
7
8
9

10 Subrahm Gupta

Sweta Bansal
Sarthak Patel
Jyotirmani
Shreya Jain
Sumedha Uppal
Nitin

Shivam

Aparajita Sharma

Pratistha

The focus of the proposed project is to investigate whether
web 2.0 tools have potential for capturing and specifically
for sharing knowledge that is possessed by science teachers
in undergraduate education. Although there is no dearth of
content creators and aggregators, however, it is not possible
to identify and retrieve the relevant documents from the
distributed databases by a single catalog. Hence to satiate
the need to find customized content on any topic, it is not
important to create more content, but to map the best and
most appropriate content by making sense of all the content
that others are creating and share it forward with the relevant

person.

In the new CBCS framework students will have the option
of studying the subjects they are genuinely excited about
learning: Obviously, Eager and engaged students require
high-quality content in his or her academic endeavours.
Producmg h1gh—qua.hty content is a complex and expensive
process, so realizing more value from existing content by
distributing the content in a_more effective manner is the

need of the hour.

Cle‘arly, there is a strong case fm: orgamZatlons/ universities
to syndicate their content. In content syndication, the

receiving site gains greater depth of information; this makes it more appealmg to visitors. On the other
hand, the transmitting site gets good exposure, which in turn results in more back links and traffic. In this

way, content syndication can act as an easy, cost-effective method information sharing.

Objectives:

To investigate teaching and learmng appmaches used in' undergraduate science degree in hlgher

education

| To examine the role of teChnb]'o.g-ies in teach,i_ng and learning _ : =

A framework for content syndication and knowledge sharing incorporating new and emerging web
tools to be devised

The usefulness of these tools in sharing of knowledge related to teaching.

To explore best practices and experiences which can be used by science teachers

The potential uses of web tools in higher learning education
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MAC 309: Problem Based Learning within
Simulation Environment

J Student understanding of the connection between theory
Iuysesizatons and application has always been a significant goal in science

1. Dr. Maneesha, Department of education. The ability to perform and design experiments is
Electronics | rated as one of the main desirable technical skills of science

2. Dr. Praveen Kant Pandey, I and engineering technology graduates. Surveys indicate
Department of Electronics | that employers want computer literate graduates with

3. Dr.Vijeta Pundir, Departmentof ~ [|§ knowledge of data acquisition, analysis, explanation and
Business Economics I interpretation along with an ability to formulate aiternative

solutions to problem. This need has also been reinforced in
the new Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) recently being
implemented across all over India at undergraduate level.

Student Investigators

1 Kanupriya Sharma

2 Ashish Jain | Hence to implement the new curriculum and to facilitate
3 Harshit Goel P enhanced teaching-learning process, we propose to use
: i i imulators to enhance the
4  Ayush Bajaj problem based learning using simula
students’ learning experience.
S Vibhor Gupt - S5
i The use of simulators in this research project shall provide the
6  Tripti Gupta | students with practical feedback when designing real world
7  Sarthak Kala | systems and to determine the correctness and efficiency
i i constructed.
8  Yogesh Pandey of a design before the system is actually .
Consequently, the student may discover the merits of
9 Rishabh Jain

alternative designs without essentially physicalleujlding the

10 Ankur Panwar systems. Hence, by exploring the effects of exhaustive design
' choices during the design phase rather than the construction
phase, the overall cost of building the system diminishes significantly.

In this research project an intensive problem-based approach is being employed to develop proficiency.

in the software applications to solve technical problems. Through Project Based Learning, students
are empowefed to self-direct their educational experience by designing experimental systems and/or
subsystems against given specifications, The entire project is based on student-centreed learning, designed
and managed for the students by the students. 'Ihe'metho dologyinvolves focusing on real-world problems
to facilitate students’ critical thinking and problem solving skills while enhancing the learning experience.
The methodology of the research project involves identifying the components of a PC-based data
acquisition system, assessiﬁg'anﬁ s'électiﬁg.-:an automated dataacquisition system based on the requirements
(accuracy, repeatability, speed, etc.) of ; application; using data acquisition software to collect and
analyse data from a mechanical system, ; an éélectmg sensors after evaluation for a given application bas ed
on the sensor’s response time, accuracy, resolution,and other relevant static/dynamic specifications.

During the course of project, a few undergraduate level science practical designs are being developed and
packaged as complete products for use in r.eal time sntuatlons 2

s

=

Sﬁ
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Extra Curricular Activity

Maharaja Agrasen College has been a pioneer institution in fostering cultural values among students. The
Cultural Committee has kept the propagation and nurturing of ethnic traditional ethos close to its heart
while undertaking cultural activities throughout the year. The beginning of academic session 2015-16 saw
trials being held for admitting students proficient in co-curricular activities. Highly motivated students
were shortlisted for different cultural societies after rigorous trials adjudged by eminent experts in various
art-forms. Various societies viz. Natraj, Septune, Samyantar, Abhinay, Chakraview, Srijan etc. consisting of
interested students were formed.

Independence Day Celebration:

69th Independence Day was celebrated with great zest and vigour. Shri Siddharth Verma, Chairperson,
College Governing Body, hoisted the tricolour in presence of large number of students and teachers. He
exhorted the youth to play a greater role in nation building. He stressed on the idea that the youth must
find solution to problems of hunger, employment, illiteracy etc. and become self-reliant in order to be
independent in true sense.

Independence Day celebrations were marked by tree-plantation drive in and around the campus and a
mini-marathon covering approximately six kilometres around Vasundhara Enclave. An awareness march
was carried out by students, making people in the neighbouring locality aware about various aspects of
cleanliness and the importance of the need for the co-existence of human beings and the environment.

Onam Celebration

In order to expose MAC community to South Indian tradition and customs, Maharaja Agrasen College and
the Delhi Malayalee Association jointly organised a day-long Onam festival function on 13th Septem]?er
201S5. ‘Onam Feast™ as the name suggests offered a rare opportunity to savour a wide range of South Indian
dishes and delicacies. Students of our college enthralled the audience by putting-up a grand display of
classical dance and songs.
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Sensitization Programme on Disaster Management

Maharaja Agrasen College in association with the District Disaster Management Authority (East) and
Nehru Yuva Sangathan conducted a one-day awareness generation-cum-sensitization program on disaster
management on 24th January 2016. The event was organised on the occasion of 154th birth anniversary
of Swami Vivekanand - the youth icon of the nation. Student were sensitized about disasters such as
earthquake, floods, fire, gas leaks, chemical spill of hazardous material etc. Basic training for pre- and post-
disaster preparedness was imparted. Medical and technical skills needed to prepare and respond against
disasters, and how elderly and people with special needs could be helped more effectively were the main
draw of the programme. Emergencyscontact number of fire brigade, ambulance, local red-cross, civil
defence chapter and disaster'helpline number (1077) was shared with the participants. The participants
drove home the point that only a prepared community is a safe community.

SPIC-MACAY : VIRASAT

Maharaja Agrasen College has been working in tandem with SPIC-MACAY (the Society for Promotion
of Indian Culture and Music among Children and Youth) to nurture and propagate the ethos of Indian
culture among students of the college. Noted Kathak danseuse Padmashri Shovana Narain and her team
of musicians performed at college as part of SPIC-MACAY's Virasat 2015 series. She took great pains to
explain the subtle nuances of Kathak dance to young students. It was indeed an out-of-the-world experience
to witness how nritya (dance) and natya (dramatic elements) can be effectively combined to communicate
the nava rasas namely love (shringaara), mirth (hassya), compassion (karuna), valour (veera), anger
(roudra), fear (bhayanak), disgust (bhibhatsa), wonder (adbhuta) and peace (shaanta).

Music Workshop

While the college provides 'anlatform to its students proficient in various forms of art, it is also at the
forefront when it comes to training and educating in matters cultural. A five day vocal and instrumental
i music workshop was organized under the guidance of legendary Sarangi Exponent Ustad Kamal Sabri and
| Pandit Sukhamoy Banerjee, tabla player of international repute. A large number of students enthusiastically
participated in the workshop and honed their skill and knowledge in instrumental and vocal music forms.
On the conclusion of the workshop, the newly trained students presented a spirited group performance.
The experience of participation in the workshop was for them — “opening up of yet another frontier of
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beauty that music was.”
Theatre Workshop

The college has a vibrant theatre society. The stage theatre society — ‘Samayantar’ and the street-play
society —“Abhinay’ have earned a pride of place among popular theatre groups of the university by their
sheer hard work and quality performances. Skill training in acting is an exercise in holistic personality
development. Keeping this objective in focus, the ECA committee held a five day theatre workshop. Noted
theatre director Sri Manoj Kumar Tyagi conducted the workshop and trained our students in finer nuances
of dramatics which included voice modulation, lighting, costume and set-arrangement for drama etc. The
students were greatly benefitted by the workshop and presented a drama titled ‘Kenchuli’ in the auditorium
show casing their newly acquired proficiency in acting.

Yuvaan - 2016

The annual cultural fest of Maharaj Agrasen:College; YUVAAN, asmuch awaitedimega-eventforstudents
of the college was organised on the 19th, 21st and 22nd March 2016. The event witnessed enthusiastic
participation by teams from various colleges of the University of Delhi. ‘Natyotsav’ the theatre festival was
organized on 19th March. Stage theatre contest — ‘Drishyantar’ and street play competition —Aaina’ were
held. The mesmerized audience applauded to the high-octane battle of acting prowess of the participating
teams.

The next two days of the event were fun-filled and got overwhelming response from students from various
colleges from the Delhi-NCRarea. Competitions like solo singing (classical & light songs), group singing,
solo classical dance, folk dance, battle of bands, debate, quiz, rangoli making, clay modelling were organised.
Other competitive events were Sudoku, poértrait making, photography, and poetry recitation. The star

attraction of festival was the performance by popular Italian band ‘Kora Beat’ which left the audience spell
bound and hungry more of such experiences.

Yuvaan'l16 became a landmark event as it was for the first time that the cultural festival had the North-East
festival as a special feature. The North-East festival offered a glimpse of the culture, cuisine, and other
interesting features about this unique part of India. Visitors were mesmensed at the sheer magm.ﬁcence

becoming a mega cultural event the reverberahon of wh1ch

—
oy
25
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North East Festival

In the academic year 2015-16, for the very first time in the history of Maharaja Agrasen College a society
has been formed named, “North East Society” of the college. The president of the society is H. Arun Kumar
Singh and the secretary is Sonu Gupta. Society consists of a total of fourteen students from various streams.
In the college annual festival, “YUVAN’, the North East Society represented the culture and tradition of
North-East India in the college. On 21st and 22nd March, 2016, the society under the able guidance of i
Dr. Abha Sharma and Dr. A. J. Meitei, presented the cultural & ornament, traditional dresses, food festival, _
traditional games and dance of the various communities of the region.The main focus of the festival is to

bring mainstream India closer to the north east.
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Annual Sports Day - SPARDHA 2015-16

A week long Sports festival was organized by the Sports Committee in association with Department of
Physical Education. The festival was comprised of various sports events of Indoor & Outdoor nature for
students of the college i.e. Chess, Carom, Table tennis, Badminton, Cricket, Volleyball, Basketball, Foot-
ball along with Athletics. Students from all departments of the college have participated in the week long
sports festival which was started from March 05, 2016 to March 09, 2016 followed by Annual Sports Day
on March 10, 2016. Inter departmental Cricket, Football, Basketball and Volleyball tournament was or-
ganized for college students. Finally, Annual Sports Day- SPARDHA 2016 was organized in College play
field. The day was full of excitement and joy for the entire college. On the day, athletic events for students
like 100m, 200m, 4x 100m races, shot put, javelin throw and long jump was organized. The events for
PWD category was separately organized to boost the morale of the disable students. The chief guest for the
occasion was Sh Sidharth Mishra, Former Chairman of the college Governing Body & President CRD].
He distributed the prizes to the position holders of the different sports events. Report regarding Inter
college sports activities 2015-16 The college team has participated in various inter college events in the
session. Ball Badminton boy’s team has secured third position. Ankush captained Delhi University team in
All India Inter University Championship. Football team was reached in top eight teams of Delhi University.
The matches to quarter final were pending as on date. The cyclist- Himanshu of college has participated
in all India Inter University Championship. He captained the Delhi University team. Three players Mohit,
Badal and Vikas have participated in 37th senior National Softball Championship. Seven have participated
in North Zone Ball Badminton championship. Sandeep has participated in Junior National Ball Badmin-
ton tournament. Umang played Senior national Korfball championship. Thomas in carom has won SRCC,
NDIM and symbiosis tournaments. College Basketball won NDIM and MNIT tournaments and was run-
ners up in Symbiosis tournament. Also, College team was performed well in Cricket, Baseball, Kabaddi,
Softball and Athletics.
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Students’ Council

The Students’ Council of Maharaja Agrasen College is a group of impassioned students working towards
the development and excellence of the college thereby instilling in them a sense of leadership. The
council, under the guidance of convenor, Dr. Niraj Kumar has been treading towards the same direction

through various academic and extra-curricular events all-round the year.

The year began with the Motivational Lecture delivered by Ms. Ira Singhal, UPSC Exam Topper - 2014
on September 2, 2015. The program focused on her success story and determination which proved
that no one can stop one from achieving what is meant for one, all it requires is just the hard-work and
perseverance.

The Equal Opportunity Cell of the Council conducted an interactive session with Dr. Anil Aneja, Nodal
Officer for Persons with Disability, OSD, EOC, University of Delhi on September 17, 2015. The event

received massive participation from across departments and colleges of the university.

Further, the Environment Cell of the council has conducted ‘Tree Auditing’ in the college and has
organised Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan from September 28,2015 to October S, 2015. This initiative towards
Cleanliness was an eye-opener to the students that Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan is not for only an initiative
for a day or for a month, but also as a ‘Psychological Revolution’ to change the negative attitude of the

people towards Cleanliness.

Probably one of the biggest events organized by the Council of Maharaja Agrasen College was the
National Student Academic Congress 2016 (NSAC - 2016) which was conducted on 11thand 12th
March 2016. The Academic Congress sustained its energy and quality of being a national congress.
Abstracts and Research Papers were accepted by the college from all across the country. Students from
the undergraduate level as well as those pursuing their Ph. D were welcomed to present their papers on
this year’s topic, Quality Assurance in Higher Education which had several tracks.

The academic year, 2015-2016 was definitely eventful for the Students’ Council of Maharaja Agrasen

College and it hopes to organize many more such events in the next academic session as well.
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National Service Scheme

) hip, selfless
The NSS at MAC has been involved in providing opportunities to the students in ‘lej&df‘:sefcdlege,
service towards others and community building. Since the beginning of NSS in Maharaja Ag

: . - Itural events in
the NSS volunteers have been engaged in organizing and planning various academic and cu
order to further the aims and objectives of the NSS in totality.

The programs by NSS at MAC in the pastyear can be summed up as follows:

2

. . ollege in
Diwali Fete was organized by NSS volunteers on 9th November, 2015 at Maharaja Agr a:f;‘ﬂf onegwas
orderto raise funds for the Agrasen Baroji Help Initiatives (ABHI). The fete had twobseihe sn’ldents o
for food and the other included fun games. More than 20 fun games stalls were put )ff = sroff wliich
MAC to help the village Baroji. The Diwali Fete raised approximately Rs. 24,000/- for
was a huge success and morale booster for the NSS volunteers.

llution
NSS Pedal Power Club which was launched in 2014 has also been working for a cleaner aE:rP;01S 5
free environment. The Pedal Power started a cleanliness drive in the month of ]lz)ecder{l)c a;ing piles
support the SwachhtaAbhiyaan App launched by Delhi Government and he I;eb members also
of garbage in the nearby areas of MAC, In addition to Iocating the garbage, the clu
ensured implementation of cleanliness drive for the identified area.

NSS also organized Open Day on 29thMarch, 20

o ts like face
16. Students participated in various events
painting, photo exhibitions, rangoliand t-shirt pai

nting, dal Office

. '&.1, NO a cer
Equal Opportunity Cell [EOC] organised an interactive session with Dr. Anll_ A;ft]eracted with the
for persons with Disability, University of Delhi In September 2015. Dr. An¢ja

. at any moment of
college students and highlighted that disability could occur to any one among us at any
time. Further,

) ly developed and
the only way to overcome disability is by providing / creating a fully
equipped infrastructural support to the various forms of disability.

Equal Opportunity Cell (EOC)
The EOC has been working si
students and faculty of MAC.

EOC has also been ver
students to live with dj

w g 1rds the disability.
i ooy el Semsizalo% tow:ziqlly among the
nce 2013 for sensitization towards disability especiz

: lps the disabled
y effective in addressing the grievances of the students and helps
gnity and self-respect.

In commemoration of SardarVallabhbhaiPatel
on 30th October 2015 in the college premises
of “National Integration”, Debate Competiti
involvement of youth ig the only alternative
organised on this occasjon, An Article Writing

‘ -iyaEktaUtsav’
¥ of Delhi NSS, MAC celebrated Rast:{l)’;E:;e eyl
. Events like Rangoli ComPetition’_ base [0. t increased
on on the topic “This house believes }:1.1 -—

I armor
left to bring national integration avl‘li1 ﬂltl;ldenz;-
Competition was also Ofganised o ibss
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Teaching Staff Association

This past year was of great significance for the Maharaja Agrasen College Teaching Staff Association.We
undertook constant consultations with administration over issuance of Identity Cards (ID) for both
permanent as well as Ad hoc teaching staff. We are relentlessly trying to campaign for getting permanent
appointments as soon as possible to put an end to adhocism or uncertainty over the continuation of the
services of the ad hoc teachers with the college in every new semester.

The commitment to providing better amenities and facilities in the staff room is also our priority. The Staff
Association aims to protect and progress the interests of members by bringing them together collectively

and democratically. In doing so, the Association seeks to:

-  Assist members in enforcing their rights at work, including the rights to: i) fair and equitable treatment
at work; ii) reasonable conditions and a balanced working life; and iii) a workplace which is healthy,

safe and environmentally sustainable.
- Represent the views of members to the institution’s administration.
- Make representations on behalf of members to DUTA.

In 2015-16, the Staff Association carried out a number of key activities and campaigns, driven by input and
participation by members:

.  Diwali celebration: The members collectively celebrated Diwali gifts were distributed to all the
members

. One-day picnic to Botanix, Sohna Road, Gurgaon: We organised a staff picnic to unwind and get
rejuvenated. The staff picnic was well organised with planned activities. The teachers interacted, and
bonded with each other in an informal setting.

.  HoliMilan: The staft members celebrated Holi with great enthusiasm and fervour followed by lunch.

Finally, thanks to our active members who have helped in purchasing and procurement of gifts and
hospitality for various purposes. Continuously improving facilities and promoting fraternity among
members will continue to be a priority for the Staff Association in coming years.

We need to remember that we are the union collectively and only at our best when we all reach out and

support and encourage each other.

Shekhar Kumar
Trasurer, Staff Association

Dr Shashi Singh
President, Staff Association

Dr Niraj Kumar
Secretary, Staff Association

b
i 5 1

.

T T T .




Agqranika 2016
L . -

Girls Hostel

1e start
At VIDYOTTMA, the resident students came back to the hostel after the vacatim}s on .23 J;:}? ;Iince e
of the academic session. The committee also welcomed the fresher’s on hostel orle-ntatui:;o;;-here < ith
inception in 2011, Vidyottma has worked towards the goal of providing safe and ;;eul;fo?ne to fifty eight
an academic, activity-filled environment to the residents. The host‘el'ls presently a ¢ of the hostellers,
outstation students, Working with a commitment to provide holistic develome‘el.l ing of the hostel,
- hostel committee ensures a fajr balance between work and play. For the bette.r hu.].c,t;o::jd%;orted outand
| regular meetings are organized where common problems and grievances are dlscl‘ls’%t;lhqt \year, has been
i New suggestions are implemented. As planned WiFi facility, which wais under.pIOLew e

functional now. As is practice, the residents celebrated, Diwali, Lohri, and Holi.

; - ferences
. ‘ticipate for the Con
The hostelalso played host to resource personsand participants who came to particip
and events organized b

. < 6f > of living
y the various MAC departments. Vidyottma provides ﬂ.)e g‘lrls,‘i‘l, l"tl}: :;:zttr):’il:::u(:ricular-
which makes them disciplined and dynamic and helps them excel il‘.l academic as l\«\lrt. I;;md nd healthy
Activities are organized in MAC and at Vidyottma from time-to-time fm: a healt ltY  pastlaliowie
body. Participating in activities or being physically active helps them to stayn S}?a?;]l&’llso. The qualities
i organize their time, boosts friendships, and builds relationships, build leaderslnP S : s =res e —
| | they acquire from involvement in Extra curriculum activities, helps them to grow in their resp
and living a healthy

i i re as follows
]ife'.}‘JSt to summarize their achievements in current session a

_ Performances In Academic Activities 2016

ical Science, 87.2
*  Noira Khan stood 2nd overall in 2014-2015 in department of Mathematica

; ce.
* Nishta Gupta stood firgt in Ist and 2nd semester in department of Commer

nalism. ed the university.
Sakshi Saxena stoog firstin the year 2014-15 in the department of Journalism. Topp

Performances I Extra Curricular Activities 2016

*  Ayushi Sainj And
College, DU

. ¢ Sheeta] Chaudha
East Delhi,
| |

e asad Mukarijee
Akshita Pranali Won Ist Prize In Rangoli Competition At Shyama Prasa )

Govt. Ngo)
ry-Won Ist Prize In Singing Competition Held By Nehru Yuva Kendra ( 20),

e BT E - i

t At CVS rDU
Swati Priyanka Singh Won 2nd Prize In Contemporary Dance (Department Fes (): e G0
. Oolle ! ’

Mansi Patel Won 24 Prize In Rangoli Competition Held At Maharaja Agrasen :
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Alina Kazmi And Nidhi Tyagi Won 3rd Prize In Ad -Mad At “Yatharth ‘(Department Fest Of

Journalism).
Namita Vishwas Won 3rd Prize In Singing Competition At Inter Hostel Fest Of Ramjas College, DU.
Sheepra Pandey And Anshu Singh Won Consolation Prizes At Yuva Mahotsav 2016.

Tazeen AnadilWon The BestInterjector Award InDebate Competition Of LakshyaSociety(Department
Fest Of B.A Programme).

Students Participation InNatraj- The Dance Society And Samyantar-The Stage Theatre Society Of
MAC

Won 3rd Prize In Dance Competition At Amity Fest And 2nd Prize In PGDAYV College Fest (Natraj).
Shalini Rakesh, RashiSinghal, Ayushi Saini
Got” Best Production “Award In Bharti College DU.(Samyantar)

Nidhi Tyagi, Alina Kazmi, Mansi Aggarwal, Rashi Singhal, Deeksha Pant, Anshu
Singh, Anshika Goel, Tazeen Anadil

Performances In Sports Acivities 2016

Shivani Chetal Won 3rd Prize In Badminton At Inter Hostel Fest Of Ramjas College, DU.
Won 2nd Prize In Basketball Competition At Intra Hostel Fest Of Ramjas College, DU.

Renuka Thapa, Shaivee Yadav, Tanu Pandey, Shalini Rakesh, Keerti Toppo, Manisha Luthra, Kaushiki
Gautam
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Library

Library of Maharaja Agrsen College, University of Delhi is housed with a good collection of 37,000 books
and 43000 National and International e-journals and other important e-resources related to Science, Social
science, Arts and Humanities. The library is equipped with latest information & technologies managed
by the qualified & dedicated library staff, assisted with library Automation software, i.e. ALICE FOR
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IGNOU

The Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) was established in the year 1985 to impart
education by means of distance learning program. IGNOU currently serves approximately 3.5 million
students in India.

Maharaja Agrasen College is a study centre for Post-Graduate and Under-Graduate Courses offered by
IGNOU. A special highlight of the IGNOU Program is the Induction Program which orients the students
enrolled in the distance learning curriculum. Classes are conducted during weekends for Bachelor of
Computer Application(BCA), Bachelor of commerce (BDP), Bachelor of Science (B. Sc.), Master of
Commerce (M.Com), Management Program (MBA), Master of Art in Hindi (MHD), Master of Arts in
Political Science (MPS), Master of Arts in History(MAH), Master of Art in English (MEG), Master of
Science in Mathematics with Application in Computer Science (MSCMACS), Post Graduate Diploma

in Journalism and Mass Communication (PGJMC), Diploma in Teaching German (DTG), Certificate in
Language and others.

Under the guidance of its coordinator Dr. T.N. Ojha, his able team of Assistant Coordinator Dr. Omkar
Singh, Dr. Chavi Bhatnagar, Mr. Ritesh Verma, Mr. Amit Kumar, Dr. Krishan Kumar and the administrative
staff comprising of Mr. Rajesh Kumar, Mr. Jaswant Singh, Mr. Naresh Kumar, Mr. Ashok Kumar, Mr. Ashok
Atri, Mr.Pramod Kumar Singh, Mr. Harshvardhan, Mr. Kishan Kumar, Mr. Naveen Chandra Chamoli,

Mr. Vinod Kumar Tiwari, Mr. Manoj Kumar, Mr. Anil Kumar and Mr. Ajay Kumar the IGNOU centre
continues to flourish.

The centre aspires of integrate the community by providing quality education to a larger section of deprived
society.

Our Study Centre strives to provide best services to its students.

Achievements:

IGNOU Centre at Maharaja Agrasen College is the only centre in Delhi providing counseling to
MSCMACS students.

e e ——
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Some of our students have joined prestigious services. Four of our management students have passed CA
exam and few students have joined Delhi University as Assistant Professor and some students have joined
Banking and School Teaching.

A Video Lecture was organized for the students of Mathematics in which students interacted with experts
through video conferencing.

Problems/Challenges:
Alot of Problems are there but we at MAC try to solve the entire problem by following democratic process.
Suggestions:

We are very much satisfied with the kind of services provided by the Regional Centre and we are sure that
we will get your support and services in future as well.

Dr. T.N Ojha

Co-ordinator

| 1rina Gandni Nasiongy ||
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Non-Collegiate Women’s Education Board

Education is the best asset of a nation. NCWEB started by Delhi University is an endeavor to contribute to
Higher Education not only by enabling girl students to get a degree in relevant subjects but also inculcate
in them the ability to think creatively and to possess good communication skills. Women Empowerment
is one of the most talked issue of present day India. We celebrated women empowerment year in 2001
but hardly any success has been made in this area. To empower women, India showcased ‘Naari Shakti’
during republic day celebration. Programs such as ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ would only be successful
when institutes such as NCWEB blossoms fully. We are proud to say that we have achieved a little of the
mammoth task.

Only women students residing in the National Capital Territory of Delhi can enroll themselves as students
of the Board. NCWESB is a unique system with lectures on weekends, leaving students with five working
days to follow their dream. In this neo—age of 100% cut-offs, class room crunch, gender discrimination,
NCWESB is a welcome initiative and a most satisfactory way to attain a degree from the prestigious Delhi
University.

The Non-Collegiate Women’s Education Board teaching centre at Maharaja Agrasen College was started in
June 2011 which was earlier functioning at different educational institutions of East Delhi. The academic
session 2015-16 started with unique feature when the new admissions have been decentralized up to
some extent. Various new initiatives were also undertaken by the teaching centre. Orientation Program
for students was held on the first day of the academic session i.e. on 2nd of August 2015. The teaching
centre also organized intra-college cultural competition on 22nd October 2015. Painting, Creative
Writing, Self-Composed Poem, Slogan Writing, Mehandi, Rangoli, Solo Singing, Group Singing were
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few events where students’ participation as well as the skills that they showcased was very encouraging.
The Centre undertook initiative to organize various talks by eminent persons from different fields. A talk
was conducted on ‘Political Discourse of Jammu and Kashmir’ by Ashutosh Ji to guide students about
their future endeavors. Skill development lecture by F-Tec representative Anupriya on 25th October
2015 followed by special lecture by R.K. Das on ‘Motivation and Carrier counseling’ on 28th February
2016.The centre organized Annual Sports Day on 27" March 2016. 100 meter sprint, 4X100 meter Relay
Race, Long Jump, High Jump, 400 Meter Race and Tug of War were some of the events where students
participated very enthusiastically. The Maharaja Agrasen College Centre is trying its best to provide every
possible opportunity to the students of NCWEB in order to harness their untapped potential and prepare
them to make their career and contribute in the process of nation building. The final aim of education is
character building which this teaching centre is emphasizing upon.

Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari
(Teacher-in-Charge)
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Training and Placement Centre

The Training and Placement Centre of Maharaja Agrasen College is a copious student-body, aimed at
bridging the gap between the recruiters and students, along with handling all placements and internships
in the college. With a constantly changing and evolving work culture, it has become important for an
academic institution to instill in its students various skill sets and experience which will allow them to
compete in the everlasting race to accomplish their dreams and ambitions.

The Centre has come along way in establishing a strong recruiter-base, with Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Ltd., S&P Capital IQ, Accenture, Anhad Edutrain Solutions Pvt. Ltd., Urban Clap-Talocity, Digital Web
Solutions Pvt. Ltd, and with other leading companies,in order to make the best out of all the opportunities
that have come their way for placing the students. The Centre has also ensured to provide internship
opportunities in Times of India, Indian Railways, Leo Burnett, Macmillan Group and in such leading
institutions, and hence giving an experiential learning and industry exposure to the students of the college.
The Centre is under constant talks with these companies for providing Summer Internship for the students.

Apart from the successful placement drives, the Centre has organised various workshop sessions in order
to develop employability amongst the students. The Centre conducted a Case Study Workshop & Contest
under Eptitude, a resourceful team of professionals working in the employability space for under-graduate
students. It also organised a 3-day Training Workshop on Quark Xpress Software by Ms. Parul Srivastava,
Chief Sub Editor of Hindustan newspaper (Hindi) & Mr. Manish Rai, Senior Sub Editor of Hindustan
newspaper (Hindi) which focused on Content Development and Page Making using Quark, and also
conducted an Interview Preparation Workshop by Dr. Swami Nandan, Department of Physics, which
aimed at improving students’ interview experiences.

The Centre has also developed a CV Helpdesk under the mentorship of Dr. Vijeta Pundir
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and also organised a CV Development Workshop, by M:s. Manjari Chaturvedi, so as to
guide students in making effective CVs. It had successfully organised an interactive talk
Ms. Nilima Sil, the Country Manager of the Gandhi Fellowship Program, to enlighten students of our

college about the activities being done under their banner across the country as well as to invite interested
students for their rigorous leadership development programme.

It is the mission of the Centre to continue on this path to success and bring in more and more recruiters

in order to facilitate maximum placements from the college and establish a benchmark in this righteous
pursuit.
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UGC Cell - Remedial Classes for Undergraduates

Usually most of the students taking admission in various undergraduate programs come from Hindi
medium schools. They do understand English whichis being taught in class but find it difficult to understand
English as a proper discipline paper or their textbooks which are written in technical and formal English.
Most of these students lack fluency in English while speaking, reading or writing.

Therefore, after identifying these students through having small counseling sessions across courses, and
inviting names through faculty of almost all courses, demonstration classes were held. Large amount of
students came for these classes. And as per the requirement and essential need of these students, Remedial
classes have been arranged with a Guest faculty invited only for these Remedial classes, and course content

is Basic English Grammar and Fluency in spoken English.

These classes are being held thrice a week and will go on till the end of semester. Around 50 to 55 students
attend these classes coming from courses — BA program, Hindi Hons, BSc Physical Science, Electronics
Hons, Political Science Hons and B Com Hons, etc. The purpose is to make these students understand basic
grammar in English and be fluent enough to understand this language for understanding their textbooks.
The efforts have started and looking at the regularity of students in these classes, we wish to continue this

endeavor in coming semesters as well.




Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC)

Quality Assurance in higher education is no longer a novel concept today. Across disciplines and
organizations, and geographical boundaries, an increasing interest in quality and standards is being
witnessed. Practicing quality assurance reflects the seriousness with which an organization takes interest
in assuring quality and standards to its clients. Commitment to reinforcing quality is the need of the
hour. With diversity and multi-disciplinarity as the hallmarks of higher education, it is imperative that the
institutes of learning may adopt a broad based liberal approach towards ensuring quality.

Against this backdrop, NAAC, in its latest set of guidelines proposed the setting up of the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC) in higher institutions. Respecting this call, the IQAC at Maharaja
Agrasen College was set up on 3rd October, 2015 comprising the Principal, Members of the Governing
Body and Conveners of Academic Planning Committee, Academic Supervisory Committee and
Research Committee. In December 2015, it was further reconstituted with the following members:
Shri Siddharth Verma (Chairman, Governing Body), Prof Srimati Chakravarti (Member, Governing
Body), Dr. Sunil Sondhi (Principal, MAC and Chairperson, IQAC), Dr Prem Kumari Srivastava (Associate
Professor, Dept. of English and Director, IQAC), Dr Shashi Singh (Dept. of Hindi), Dr Niraj Kumar Singh
(Dept. of History), Dr Anju Aggarwal, (Dept. of Political Science), Ms Sangeeta Mittal (Dept. of English),
Dr Shekhar Kumar (Associate Professor, Dept. of Hindi), Dr Gitanjali Chawla(Associate Professor, Dept.
of English), Dr Maneesha (Associate Professor, Dept. of Electronics), Dr Charu Arya(Assistant Professor,
Dept. of English), Dr T.N. Ojha (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Hindi), Ms Veena Ralli (Advocate, Supreme
Court and Member, Civil Society), Dr Gautam Chaubey (Assistant Professor, Dept. of English, ARSD
College and Member Alumni), Mr Dipin Arora (A.O.), Mr Rajender Singh Bisht, (S.O. Accts) and
Mr Satya Prakash (Librarian).

Its commitment towards enhancing the academic and research environment of the college is reflected by
some of the small yet sure steps that the MAC-IQAC has taken since its re-formation in December 2015.
The following provides a bird’s eye view of the pro-active initiatives of MAC-IQAC:

1. INTERDISCIPLINARY WORKSHOPS(A MAC-IQAC INITIATIVE)

SNo. Date Name of the workshop

Target group Remarks ‘

1. | Feb08,2016 “Quality Enhancementin Basic | Students of BAP, Hindi Hons. And Department of Hindi and Computer

Computers - Level I” some faculty members Science facilitated the workshop
2. | March01, “Quality Enhancement in Basic | Students who had done level I, new Department of Hindi and Computer ‘
2016 Computers - Level IT” students from all courses and faculty | Science facilitated the workshop
members (50 Pax)
3. | March 15, Quality Parameters of Data Project Investigators (Students and Department of Maths facilitated the
2016 Analysis and Interpretationusing | faculty) of Innovation Projects. workshop
MS-Excel
(Approx 15 faculty and 45 student
participants)
4 | April 6,2016 “Quality Enhancement in Basic | Students who had done level I and Department of Hindi and Computer
Computers - Level IT1I” Level IT, and some new students from | Science facilitated the workshop
all courses and faculty members (50
Pax)
5. | April 12, “Be CyberSecure” All girl students of the Girls hostel Department of Computer Science
L 2016 (40) facilitated the workshop

S:" Y

L o A W




Aqranika 2016
[

2. Friday Faculty Research Seminar Series:

The purpose of Friday Faculty Research Seminar Series is to create space for a dialogue between the diverse
strands of research endeavours undertaken at individual level by faculty members across disciplines. We
hope to create a symbiotic environment of sharing of research practices in the interest of interdisciplinary
scholarship. With an objective to provide a platform that encourages exchange and showcasing of inter and
multi disciplinary research, each seminar features a 45 minute seminar talk/presentation of the research
(completed or ongoing) of the speaker. The speaker is primarily be a faculty member or alumni of the
college, a visiting fellow/scholar or a special invitee to the college. The seminar talk is scheduled be held

every 3rd or 4th Friday of every month except for the month of June every year at Seminar Room 202 (2nd
floor) at 2.30 PM

(i) Inaugural Talk: FFRSS was inaugurated on March 18, 2016 with the inaugural talk by Dr Sunil Sondhi
on the topic, “Understanding Foreign Policy: Current Challenges before India”.

(ii) The second talk is scheduled on April 22 by Dr Alok Puranik on ‘Hindi Political Satire’

3. IQAC Seminar Series: Day-long Seminar on “Practising Quality Culture in Institutions of Higher
Education” to be held on April 13,2016, Maharaja Agrasen College.

4. Additionally, various departments and committees responded to the IQAC initiatives in their own way
and supported the IQAC focus on quality enhancement in various academic forums such as the following:

A) Debate on Quality Culture (January 8-9, 2016): Organized by Dr Shashi Singh (member, IQAC)

and Hindi Department under the aegis of its Navchetna Parishad. Title: Shiksha Vyavastha Ka Uddeshya
Gunvatta moolyon par aadhar it ho?

B) 4thNational Student’s Academic Congress (March 11 and12, 2016) on “Quality Assurance in Higher

Education” in which around 45 papers frop, undergraduate and graduate students, and PhD research

scholars were presented on different broaq aspects of Quality Assurance for example: Quality Assurance:

India and the World, Interface with Technology & Technical Information, and Public-Private Partnerships.
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