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Professor Yogesh Tyagi
Vice Chancellor 29 August 2019

MESSAGE

ITam pleased to know that Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi, is celebrating its Silver
Jubilee this year. In a short span of 25 years, Maharaja Agrasen College has made a mark for itself
not justamongst constituent colleges of the University of Delhi but also amongst all institutions of
higher education. The College has grown exponentially and established itself as one of the

premier colleges in Delhi University offering academic courses in multiple disciplines.

I am sure that with exceptionally bright students, dedicated faculty and efficient administration

the College will reach newer heights and become a jewel of the University in the years to come.

May the Silver Jubilee year of the College usher in an era of new opportunities and academic

excellence.

Best wishes to the College fraternity on this auspicious occasion.

Yogesh Tyagi

University Road, Delhi-110 007, India, Phones : +91-11-27667011, 27667190, Fax : +91-11-27667049
Email : ve@du.ac.in

I v GG






r.'_"\-\.

m— (255, Agranika 2019 |
“

3. N1, digell

gd rSgUTe, ISR

f&-1i®d 19 /08 /2019

a9l

h]

HERTSI AT Biefol Bl WIUAT & 25 99 Y §U 3 | 7 25 qUI BT 59 Plelol BT HRI—
SR YMER Y& & T 1R 39 Bleist | O[S Ada] T g1 Wi & | gdi faeeft (a9
UR) @ Dletull H AERTOT 3T Biciol U Uik & Biciol & WU H ST SITCT © | Dieiol @
vder AR, BRAoe, sreamde—areafien, T iR 815 3 99 919 & 8haR § |

S Dlciol BT URH HYR [I8R Boi—1 Bl U Thel fdfes § AT AT | JATST Diclol Bl 371
IeR fAfeST B, BHEMa & &R afedr ShRgdaR © dieiel & Tafafal # urgy 3k
UTEAUTR GIHI UHR & IR IR aRIe SR a1 ST © | Siciol & q_ie gRemd 9gd
312 B 2 | URUTHT: 39 dieiel H T UM &) deid a+1 &l 2 | {9y wu & gdf faeet
@1 o 1T @1 AT BT Gl B H HSRTSN A Pietol ol Hedqo! el © |

HERTSIT ST Dietsl H WIYAT & 25 ¥ Yol B4 UR XSTd STl HIAd DI AT DBR &
2 | 31 9T AT & b WRA & SURTS Ul 4R AT & WU H 39 BRIHH H IuReId &+
qrel & |

H BRIHH BT AHAT DI HTHAT BT &, d 31 dTel T8I | Dlclol B R AfH TTf B 1
BHTHAT AT & |

on gy e




.

m— (255, Agranika 2019 |

MESSAGE

I i




I @ Agranika 2019

a9







I éﬁ:jh Agranika 2019

.







I @ Agranika 2019

My heart is brimming with joy and praise to see the wonderful progress MAHARAJA
AGRASEN COLLEGE University of Delhi has made.

Itis a matter ofimmense pride for me to have been associated with this institution as its first
Chairman. Over the years the College has gained immense popularity and recognition for
which I feel great pride. The college in this year is celebrating its 25th year, Silver Jubilee.
wish to take this opportunity to congratulate the Management, Teachers and Students.

The institution will I am sure soon be one of the leading educational institutions in the
country and make everyone proud. Keep striding forward and even excel further.

My bestwishes for reaching this milestone.
(JALHIND)

Mr. K.K Sud

(Senior Advocate)
Founding Chairman
Maharaja Agrasen College
University of Delhi
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Correspondence Address : Dhauladhar Campus, Central University of Himanchal Pradesh, Dharmshala
District Kangra (Himachal Pradesh) Bharat 176215
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In the life of an institution of eminence, 25 years is a short time; nevertheless, a major
milestone. My association with Maharaja Agrasen College, first as member and later as
chairman governing body between 2001 and 2007, was indeed a very satisfying and fruitful
experience. During this period not only the foundation stone of the new campus was laid but
also the college faculty and non-teaching staff put on firm footings. The new campus of the
college amply reflected the vision of leaders like late Chief Minister of Delhi, Shrimati Sheila
Dikshit and former Delhi University vice-chancellor Professor Deepak Nayyar, both great
buildersin their own rights.

[ took charge of the college in very uncertain circumstances but to my satisfaction was able
to guide the institution towards a very able state of functioning. The successful culmination
of my tenure is attributable to the efforts of acting principals/officers on special duty like Dr
S Bala Bawa, Dr Vijaylakshmi Pandit and Dr VK Yadav and a very active and supportive
college faculty, staffand students.

[tookleave as the chairman of the college in 2008 with Dr Sunil Sondhi having been installed
as fulltime principal. Ever since then I have visited college on several occasions to attend
both academic and social functions and noted with pride the long strides the institution has
taken in the past decade. The day is not far when the college would be ranked among the best
notjustinthe Delhi University but the country.

[ wish and felicitate each member of the Maharaja Agrasen College community on this
momentous occasion.

(Sidharth Mishra)

Professor & Chairperson
Vivekananda School of Journalism
& Mass Communication VIPS, GGSIP
University, New Delhi 110 034
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[ extend my heartiest congratulations to Maharaja Agrasen College on the occasion of its
Silver Jubilee celebrations. Any milestone is as much celebratory as a time for reflection. And
[look back with immense pride and happiness in the way Maharaja Agrasen College focused
on providing quality higher education while also, contributing towards the holistic
development of the students. It brings back many happy memories of my tenure as
Chairman of the Governing Body. My interactions with the dedicated and erudite teaching
staff, the committed non-teaching members and the enthusiastic, motivated students who
enabled Maharaja Agrasen College to become one of the premier educational institutions of
our country. The contributions made by all of them allowed East Delhi to emerge as a central
site of knowledge dissemination to engage successfully with the changing world dynamics.
And I hope and believe that in days to come, the College will continue to disseminate
knowledge imbued with the spirit of our rich cultural traditions and reach greater
milestones.

Mr Siddarth Verma

Former Chairman
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Maharaja Agarsen college has been a regular contributor to SPIC MACAY activities and has
been holding events every year to bring the best of our heritage to the new generation. The
college administration including the Principal, teaching staff and others have whole
heartedly backed this endeavour. The students in particular have shown keen interest to
explore the mysticism embodied in the classical arts and have also been regular
contributors as volunteers to the overall movement. The college has recently started holding
the regular weekly meetings for East Delhi, Ghaziabad, Noida and Greater Noida chapter. It
has emerged as a model institution for the movement in the region. The institute completing
25 years of its establishment is a proud moment for all involved. I wish the institute
continued success in its pursuit for academic and overall growth of its students.

Dr. Kiran Seth
Founder

SPIC MACAY
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[ am privileged to be associated with Maharaja Agrasen College in its
Silver Jubilee year. The college logo very aptly pronounces the gist of
the underlying spirit of its existence-‘Karma Manav Pratipadyate’.The
college which has been actively involved in pursuit of excellence not
only in higher education but in all spheres including sports and co-
curricular activities, is one of best colleges of University of Delhi in
terms of its highly qualified faculty, meritorious students and
competentstaff. The alumni is also well placed in industry and society.

Maharaja Agrasen College was established in August-September 1994
as Co-educational College. It was later rechristened Maharaja Agrasen
College, after a great Indian ruler of North India, a constituent college
of the University of Delhi. Catering to the educational demands of the
thickly populated East, the College is today attracting the student
intelligentsia from various parts of Delhi and NCR, particularly the
South and East Delhi areas.

The college made a humble start with two courses, B.A. (Pass) and
B.Com (Hons) in a part of a school building, not endowed with basic
resources at that point of time. However, under the patronage of
Government of Delhi, Maharaja Agrasen College traversed along way
by imparting education to approximately two thousand students, with
around 120 teaching and 60 non-teaching staff. Fully funded by the
Government of Delhi, today the College boasts of several prestigious
Courses, viz. Honours Graduate Programmes in Business Economics,
Commerce, English, Electronics, Hindi, Journalism, Political Science,
B.Sc.(General) Programmes in Computer Sciences and Mathematical
Sciences, B.Sc. Applied Physical Sciences and the B.A. Programme.

Several eminent scholar leaders and institutions were associated with
the college at various stages. Prof. V.R. Mehta, former Vice-chancellor,
University of Delhi, Dr. Hari Gautam, the then Chairman, University
Grants Commission, Prof. Deepak Nayyar, the then, Vice-chancellor,
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University of Delhi, Mr. Madan lal Khurana the then Chief Minister, NCT of Delhi, Mr. Sahib
Singh Verma, the then Chief Minister, NCT of Delhi, Mr. A. S. Lovely, Mr. Sandeep Dixit, M.P, Dr.
AK. Walia, Mr. Rajjeth Malani, and Smt Sheila Dixit, the then Chief Minister, NCT of Delhi.

In 2014, the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Auditorium was inaugurated by Sh. O. P. Kohli, the great
scholar of Hindi and former Hon'ble Governer of Gujarat with his inaugural lecture. On
January 12, 2015 Swami Vivekananda Memorial inaugural lecture was delivered by Padma
Shri Prof Dinesh Singh, former Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi. As a practice
established now, various eminent dignitaries and educationists have been delighting us with
their lectures. In its bid to empower girl students in 2015, girls hostel 'Vidyottama' was
constructed with state of the art facilities

In an era of quantitative alongside qualitative research and accreditation, the year 2016
brought NAAC, the National Assessment and Accreditation Council to us. An opportunity to
putour house in order and to put the best foot forward was the call of the day. The college rose
to the occasion and uncovered its little surprises and treasure troves. The proud moment
came when the college was accredited “A” by the committee. Standing tall with several
renowned, established and old institutions of the country has given MAC, the great stature it
has today. Instilling a sense of pride and confidence, MAC is indeed poised to scale newer
heights.

As a college that began with so little; and so well, the momentous occasion of the Silver fiesta
marks yet another happy beginning of many more better things to come. In the current silver
jubilee year, the college is setting up eight silver jubilee centres namely-

Silver Jubilee Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Data Science, Silver Jubilee Centre for
Ethics, Silver Jubilee Centre for Culture, Silver Jubilee Centre for North East, Silver Jubilee
Centre for Sports and Wellness, Silver Jubilee Centre for Communication, Silver Jubilee Centre
for Day Care and Silver Jubilee Centre for Academic Excellence, Talentand Scholarships.

[ wish that the college attains the heights of academic excellence and scholarship in the
coming years and enters into tapping areas like student and faculty exchange programmes
/collaborations with institutions /other countries and setting up a silver jubilee chair for
person of eminence in any field and starting of new courses particularly at post-graduate
level. I also greet and extend my best compliments to college Principal, faculty, staff and
students on this occasion in their academic and professional pursuits to enable college to
scale new heights.

Prof. Sunil Sharma
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A college is a community of scholars and students engaged in the task
of seeking truth. It is a body which should administer its own affairs
regardless of whether it derives its means from endowments or the
state. Academic freedom is necessary to pursue truth. At the same
time, the state and the society have an active interest in the
educational institution.

Keeping this objective in view the government of Delhi under the
dynamic leadership of Shri Madan Lal Khurana established this
college on August 16, 1994 in Mayur Vihar, to cater to the educational
needs of East Delhi which comprises 30 percent of the total population
and 6 percent of the total area of Delhi. At present the college is
temporarily housed in a school building but efforts are being made for
allotment of land to build permanent college premises. The present
place where the college is housed is also known in the history for the
Battle of Delhi 1803 fought between the Maratha Generals and the
British.

Though the college started as Co-Educational College, it was later
renamed after the great ruler and philosopher, Maharaja Agrasen, the
protector of a gigantic empire. Maharaja Agrasen had his capital at
AGROHA near Hisar in Haryana. He was the custodian of the moral and
religious virtues of the kingdom and propagated non-violence and
vegetarianism. Sacrifice and self effacement were emphasized as
quintessential human virtues along with truth, sincerity and self
integrity. He kept alive the kingdom's religious life with devoted
worship of Goddess Lakshmi and tradition of regular performance of
yagnas. Built on truly egalitarian lines, the kingdom had a novel mode
of establishing and maintaining equality. A brick and a coin were given
to any person who desired to reside in Maharaja Agrasen’s kingdom.
This gave the person sufficient resources to establish his household
and start a profession in the kingdom. Before anybody had heard of
socialism it was practiced in the kingdom of this great social reformer.

It is only natural for any institution to be conscious of its historical
antecedents but Maharaja Agrasen College is named after a
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personality whose life and ideals are capable of providing real direction to an institution. At
Maharaja Agrasen College, a sincere endeavour is underway to revive the noble tradition of
Maharaja Agrasen's times. We look upto him to steer the institution in the direction of fame
and immortality which the great ruler himself has achieved, Today's youth has a lot to learn
from the great visionary A full life of versatility, alive on social, cultural, religious and
academia fronts; a life removed from violent tendencies of any kind and a life of selfless
service to society are virtues to be inculcated in today's materialistic and hedonistic youth
India today requires value education more than stereotyped knowledge and we are lucky to
have an inspirer whose ideals shall make our educational project relevant. The college offers
opportunities to students to participate in various debates, competitions and seminars in
order to expose them to intellectual and philosophical ideas. The college organises cultural
meets to sharpen the individual talent of each student. Sports activities are also organised
enthusiastically in the college. The institution is eager to create pollution-free environment
around Mayur Vihar and has started planting and maintaining trees around the campus.
Students are encouraged to interact with the neighbouring community to acquaint them with
environmental issues. It is the institution's commitment to produce students who are fully
developed human beings and not just hollow holders of meaningless degrees. At moments of
perplexity we shall again and again invoke the name of Maharaja Agrasen to show us the right
path andlead usto the destination of complete and perfect education.

Dr. Ram Avtar Sharma
(Published in Agranika on 6th March 1996)
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THE NEXT TWENTY FIVE YEARS

As Maharaja Agrasen College celebrates twenty five years of its
journey of working for academic excellence, we now begin to look at
next twenty five years. It's a coincidence that the Ministry of Human
Resource Development is also looking at a national education policy
which emphasizes that higher education must build expertise that
society will need over the next 25 years and beyond. Simply tailoring
people into jobs that exist today, but which are likely to change or
disappear after few years, is suboptimal and even counter- productive.

Looking forward from here, the future workplace will demand critical
thinking, communication, problem solving, creativity, and
multidisciplinary capability. Single-skill and single-discipline jobs are
likely to become automated over time. Therefore, there will be a great
need to focus on multidisciplinary and 21st century competencies for
future work roles - these are indeed the capabilities that will separate
humans from robots. But before we look ahead let us take a look back
attheroad that we have travelled.

Our journey began with the inception as an institution for Higher
Education, on August 16 1994. The college was first named as 'Co
-Educational College' when it was set up in a temporary campus in
Mayur Vihar, Delhi. Initially, we began with few courses and a small
team of teaching faculty and administrative staff. Various educational
and cultural events were conducted throughout next few years for all
round growth of our students. The college was renamed as Maharaja
Agrasen College in 1995 on the name of great philosopher and King,
Maharaja Agrasen. Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi, Sh. Madan Lal
Khurana graced the ceremony in 1995. The college continued
flourishing and celebrating years of imparting holistic education in
various creative ways. Year 1997-98, saw the extension of building by
getting new classrooms and auditorium constructed. Many other
important spaces for amenities were also constructed.

[twas around the same time that the idea that education mustresultin
the ‘full development of the human personality’ was highlighted in the
report on ‘Learning: The Treasure Within’, which was published by

.
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UNESCO in 1996. The Report argued that education throughout life was based on four pillars:
i) Learning to know - acquiring a body of knowledge and learning how to learn, so as to benefit
from the opportunities education provides throughout life; ii) Learning to do - acquiring not
only an occupational skill but also the competence to deal with many situations and work in
teams, and a package of skills that enables one to deal with the various challenges of working
life; iii) Learning to live together - developing an understanding of other people and an
appreciation of interdependence in a spirit of respect for the values of pluralism, mutual
understanding and peace; and iv) Learning to be - developing one’s personality and being
able to act with autonomy, judgement and personal responsibility, while ensuring that
education does not disregard any aspect of the potential of a person: memory, reasoning,
aesthetic sense, physical capacities and communication skills.

India has had a long and illustrious history of holistic education. The aim of education in
ancient India was notjust the acquisition of knowledge, as preparation for life in this world or
for life beyond schooling, but for complete realisation and liberation of the self. The Indian
education system produced scholars like Charaka and Susruta, Aryabhata, Bhaskaracharya,
Chanakya, Patanjali and Panini, and numerous others. They made seminal contributions to
world knowledge in diverse fields such as mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, medical
science and surgery, civil engineering and architecture, shipbuilding and navigation, yoga,
fine arts, chess, and more. According to Swami Vivekananda, “Education is not the amount of
information that we put into your brain and runs riot there, undigested, all your life. We must
have life-building, man-making, character-making assimilation of ideas. If you have
assimilated five ideas and made them your life and character, you have more education than
any man who has got by heart a whole library. If education is identical with information, the
libraries are the greatest sages of the world and encyclopedia are the greatest Rishis”.

Such an articulation of a broad view of education encompassing the holistic development of
students with special emphasis on the development of the creative potential of each
individual, in all its richness and complexity, has grown increasingly popular in recent years.
Students must develop not only cognitive skills - both ‘foundational skills’ of literacy and
numeracy and ‘higher-order’ cognitive skills such as critical thinking and problem solving
skills - but also social and emotional skills, also referred to as ‘soft skills’, including cultural
awareness and empathy, perseverance and grit, teamwork and leadership, among others. The
process by which children and adults acquire these competencies is also referred to as Social
and Emotional Learning (SEL). Based on the developments that have taken place in the world
of cognitive science, there is now deep engagement with the idea that these social and
emotional competencies mustbe acquired by all learners and thatall learners should become
more academically, socially and emotionally competent. Recognising these ideas and
developments Maharaja Agrasen College conceives education in a more encompassing
fashion, and this principle informs and guides our activities in relation to the orientation of
the contents and processes of education.

To provide such multidisciplinary and holistic education to the students it was essential to
have alarger campus. The college shifted to the new building in October 2010. Inauguration of
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the new campus was done by the then Hon'ble Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit on
October 22, 2012. With this a new era began in the history of our college. A campus with
bigger classrooms, better facilities, labs, department rooms, a library spread over two floors,
conference room, well equipped environment for administrative staff and a huge playground
for various sports was enough to let the students gain best of all round education with
innovative pedagogical methods adopted by teaching faculties across courses. Various
International and National Conferences, Symposiums, Workshops and Seminars organized
by different departments gave an opportunity to our faculty and students to listen to
researchers, scholars and writers from a range of educational and social fields. Students
Congress and Youth Parliament were other such didactic techniques for an open teaching
learning environment for our students. In October 2014, Sh. O. P. Kohli, Hon'ble Governor of
Gujarat, inaugurated the college auditorium named after our greatleader Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel and the first lecture was also delivered by the Hon'ble guest. On January 12, 2015 the
first Swami Vivekananda Memorial Lecture was delivered by Padma Shri Prof Dinesh Singh,
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi, and since then several eminent scholars like Dr.
Karan Singh have delivered this annual lecture. Going further on the path of giving best
facilities to our students, girls hostel 'Vidyottama', was inaugurated on April 21, 2015, to
provide home away from home to the outstation and needy meritorious girl students. A statue
of Maharaja Agrasen, the Indian ruler and philosopher was installed in the campus on October
10, 2018to constantly remind us of the fundamental human and social values upheld by the
famousking..

Larger campus and better facilities have also helped us in providing helping hand to all the
sections of our society who remain under-privileged and weak. Motivational and informative
workshops, remedial classes, short term language courses, basic computer workshops and
many more such encouraging voluntary successful efforts were made. NSS along with its
whole team of faculty and students who volunteered to play their role in it, conducted many
such projects. ABHI (Agrasen Baroji Help Initiative) is one of the projects in which we have
adopted avillage 'Baroji’ and have strived to have interaction with the people of the village for
the mutual development of the college and the village. AKSHAR project has encouraged the
poor children in the vicinity to attend educational classes for free in the college campus. Our
diligent efforts are geared towards helping to achieve a society where equal opportunities are
provided to all, with no discrimination for caste and class.

As a result of the consistent and collective efforts of the students, staff and management
Maharaja Agrasen College won 1st prize for Good Practices in the Antardhvani' annual
competition organized by University of Delhi in 2013 and 2nd prize for Good Practices in
2014. Continuing with such teamwork led us to another remarkable achievement in year
2016 when we were accredited with ‘A" rank by NAAC for all round achievements and
successful output exhibited by our college. This has motivated us to maintain and increase the
level further and display much better resultsin future.
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Our success story continues with our students achieving high pedestals in various fields. We
have entrepreneurs, journalists, financers, bankers, radio artists, charted accountants,
educationists, designers, economists and commendable achievers in this unending list of our
alumni. Each year many of them come back to the college to share their achievements in life
and acknowledge contribution of college in making them what they are.

We believe that education must empower workers of the future to become enterprising and
creative innovators. By focusing on such broad based, flexible, individualised, innovative, and
multidisciplinary learning, we aim to prepare our students not just for their first jobs - but
also for their second, third, and all future jobs over their lifetimes. In particular, we aim to form
a hub for the next industrial revolution. Culturally, India has been, and continues to be, a
cradle of great diversity in all walks of life, with its myriad languages and dialects, with as
many as seven classical dance forms and two classical music forms, many well-developed
traditions of folk arts and music, pottery, sculptures and bronzes, exquisite architecture,
incredible cuisines, fabulous textiles of all kinds, and so much more. These rich legacies to
world heritage must not only be nurtured and preserved for posterity, but also enhanced and
put to new uses through our education system. We should integrate this rich tradition with
modern education to help develop the creativity and originality of students, and to encourage
them to innovate. Such multidisciplinary education and 21st century capabilities necessary
for the employment landscape of the future - such as critical thinking, communication,
problem solving, creativity, cultural literacy, global outlook, teamwork, ethical reasoning, and
social responsibility - will not only help to develop outstanding employees but also
outstanding citizens and communities, in the next twenty five years.

Dr. Sunil Sondhi
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Celebrating the Silver

The Told and the Untold Kissa of Maharaja Agrasen College

“This is a story to pass on”-Toni Morrison in Beloved (1987)

“Is this a college building? “I exclaimed looking at a not so big, a bit dilapidated shed with a dozen rooms;
anapology of a building.

“Yes, itisa DU college housed in a school building” replied my co traveller and partner for many years.
“lamnotapplying here” was my instantreaction.

Pat came the response, “Never judge an institution by it’s building. It is the people who form the
institutional infrastructure and make or break an institution.”

Thiswas 25 yearsago. Alotof water has flown under the bridge since then.

With a quiet prayer on my lips to serve the institution that provides me financial, intellectual, emotional
and psychological succor till today, I entered the then Co-educational College, later to be rechristened
Maharaja Agrasen College, after a great Indian ruler of North India, a constituent college of the University
of Delhi. Catering to the educational demands of the thickly populated East, the College is today attracting
the studentintelligentsia from various parts of Delhi, particularly the South and East Delhi areas. Am glad
to state that with the passage of time, one continues to make multiple entries: into newer domains, novel
experiences, fresh minds, innovative research and thankfully no exits.

Having joined as the Teacher-in-Charge of a family of six in the Department of English, my early
recollections about the multifarious activities - envisioning the vision, expansion plans, activities
calendar, academic planning and futuristic projections of the college - can be summed up in one word,
‘meetings’. Held in the principal’s room of the first Principal Dr Ram Avtar Sharma, the six department
heads would agree with me that there wasn’t a day when we did not meet for a meeting to discuss and
debate: the present and the future; academic and the non-academic; the faculty and the students; the old

Bhoomi Poojan for the old campus building - 16 August 1994
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(L-R) Sahib Singh Verma , Chareti Lal Goel, Madan Lal Khurana, K.K. Sood & Dr. Harsh Vardhan at Naamkaran Ceremony - 12 March, 1995

college building at Pocket IV, Mayur Vihar Phase I and the new one, to be at Vasundhara; questions to
questions, of and about MAC. What comes to my mind, cascading like shining pearls are events around
Environment Day on June 5th, Blood Donation camps, Bhoomi Pujan Ceremony in 1998 and cultural
festivals held under strict policing by the faculty. On the same register, new academic courses were an
important discussion point.

TheFirstDecade

In the life span of an educational institution, ten years may be just a tiny ray in the vast spectrum, but for
the fraternity of Maharaja Agrasen College, this decade had been truly constructive, like a game of
building blocks. The blocks have been reconfigured time and again from simple structures to more
comprehensive ones, in tandem with the emerging paradigms of the techno-savvy world of today, but
what strengthensitare the foundational blocks.

Turning the time machine back to
nursery days, one sees a tiny seed of
an institution which germinated
and took roots. Small but sturdy, it
grew with its youthful optimism and
an almost happy defiance of all sorts
of adversities. The college made a
humble start with two courses, B.A.
(Pass) and B.Com (Hons) in a part of
a school building, without adequate
water and electricity or even
furniture. However, under the
patronage of Government of Delhi,
Maharaja Agrasen College has
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traversed a long way, moving slowly, but
surely; imparting education to approximately
athousand students, with around 70 teaching
and 38 non-teaching staff. Defying its
infrastructural limitations time and again, it
showcased its prowess in academic and co-
curricular segments of the educational map of
Delhi.

Fully funded by the Govt. of Delhi, today the
College boasts of several prestigious Courses,
viz. - Honours Graduate Programmes in
Business Economics, Commerce, English, E
Electronics, Hindi, Journalism, Political
Science, B:Sc ProgrammeS.in Computer
Sciences and Mathematical Sciences, BSc Applied Physical Sciences and B.A. Programme.

Even when traversing on undulating pathways, the College with its heritage of untiring energy and self-
reliance chronicles the courageous efforts of its staff and students. The institution has been producing
University toppers consistently for several years now. It is a testimony to not only the dedication of the
students and staff, butalso to the academic discipline of the college.

It can be said that learning is no longer sacrosanct to be monasticated in a sanctuary of classrooms and
library. In fact, the gestation of this germinating seed witnessed a tremendous efflorescence of creative
energies on several cultural platforms of Delhi. The cultural calendar of the college opened immense
possibilities for students. Throughout the decade, the college remained abuzz with one event after
another. Anant (Theatre Group), Visage (Fashion Society), Promsoc (Western Dance group) and Film and
Theatre society, all participated in various competitions in and outside our college.

Sta and students seated at an event in the old campus of Mayur Vihar
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The annual cultural festival Sharad Mahotsav,
later known as Plexus with various
Departmental societies, viz.- Business
Economics Association, Vyakatitva
(Commerce Society), ACTIVE (English Study
Circle), B.A. (Pass) Association, Hindi
Parishad, History Association, KETOS Society
(Computer Science), Ramanujan
(Mathematics Society), Chanakya (Political
Science Association), TECHNO (Electronics)
and Samvad (Journalism Society), provided a
platform for creative thinking to its members.
They organized competitions, conferences,
seminars, symposia and workshops at intra-
college/inter-college levels.

In that decade, some of the renowned artists who were associated with the College were, Habib Tanvir,
Upreti sisters, Raja & Radha Reddy, SK Sarkar, Ashok Chakradhar, Madhu Mohini Upadhyaya, (Qawal) etc.

Building block by block the college fostered valuable assets like a computerized, well-stocked and up-to-
date library, spacious reading rooms, conference hall fitted with high-tech equipment and audio/visual
facilities to organize seminars, conferences, debates, panel discussions etc; state-of-the-art laboratories
for Physics, Electronics, Computers and Applied Physical Sciences; and an auditorium for holding
functions.

The College Computer Centre with three laboratories was one of the largest amongst the Delhi University
Colleges. The laboratories were equipped with 53 Pentium 4 computers and peripherals, connected in a
Local Area Network (LAN), with all necessary contemporary software.

The Electronics Lab was upgraded and new CROs, Power Supplies, Function Generators, etc, were added
for the benefit of students. A new Integrated Lab soon became functional for the students of Applied
Physical Sciences.

The “Student Service Centre” provided various computer-based services such as computing facilities,
visualization facilities, internet access, etc.

Students today are aware and articulate about their rights and responsibilities. In order to create an
effective platform for the expression of their opinions, suggestions and grievances and also to facilitate
free and fair communication with teachers and college authorities, the college made provision for the
formation of a Student’s Council, comprising, The Debating Society, The Theatre Group (Anant), and The

J b & v
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Madan Lal Khurana inaugurating the old college building at Mayur Vihar Bhoomi Poojan for the new College Building at Vasundhara Enclave in 1998
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Performing Arts Society. The academic year
2004-05 also saw the inception of the Film
and Theatre Society.

In that decade, several eminent scholar
leaders and institutions were associated with
the college at various stages. Prof. V.R. Mehta,
former Vice-chancellor, University of Delhi,
Dr. Hari Gautam, the then Chairman
University Grants Commission, Prof. Deepak
Nayyar, the then, Vice-chancellor, University
of Delhi, Mr. Madan lal khurana the then Chief
Minister, NCT of Delhi, Mr. Sahib Singh Verma,
the then Chief Minister, NCT of Delhi, Mr. A. S.
Lovely, Mr. Sandeep Dixit, M.P, Dr. A.K. Walia, Mr. Rajjeth Malani, Smt Sheila Dixit, Chief Minister, NCT of
Delhi.

Sheila Dixit addressing the audience in the Foundation Stone laying Ceremony Feb 02, 2006

In the chronological present of the history of Maharaja Agrasen College, February 02, 2006 will always be
etched out in golden letters. On February 2, 2006 the then Chief Minister of Delhi, late Smt Sheila Dikshit
laid the foundation stone for construction of the permanent building of the College where we stand today.
Amomentago in history, this was a distant dream, today that tangible blueprint has shaped the tomorrow
on which we currently stand and will always be positioned.

“Dreams do come true” was what [ wrote in the booklet titled “Moving On...” that we brought out then,
more than a decade ago. I subscribe to this view even today. For many, MAC is a realization of dreams and
aspirations. And yes, we have indeed moved on...

From then to Now
When everyone is included, the institution wins

The success story of Maharaja Agrasen College is not about one person or one year, it is the team work of
extra-ordinarily dedicated patrons of the College, committed staff, and its worthy students. With Dr. Sunil
Sondhi as the new Principal of the college in 2007, ‘student and learner centricity’ is the echo that
resounds in every page of MAC. The veracity of this saying is nowhere better illustrated than in the
classrooms of MAC because they are learner-centric. The thrust has always been on two-way
communication: a process of building
partnerships between the learner and
the learned. It can be said that
learning is no longer sacrosanct to be
monasticated in a sanctuary of
classrooms and library. It spills overin
the lawns, on the stage and in
playgrounds. In fact, MAC can boast of
'classrooms without walls' aslearning
happens on field-based innovative
research projects, adoption of villages
such as Baroji and educational trips.
Participation of the students in the
extension activities of the college with

Trip to Solang Valley, Himachal Pradesh in 2008 VigOUI‘ and enthusiasm has led to

strong bonds between the residents

;s



—_—

I 25;} Agranika 2019

of Baroji in Mewat District of Haryana; and
the experiential Learning through The
Leadership Development Program, an
initiative of the NSS in the college has helped
students work towards the upliftment of
localities in the vicinity. MAC is well-
equipped with an anti-ragging cell and a
grievance redressal mechanism to ensure a
safe and stress-free environment for students
in the campus, the college today has a
proactive placement cell which synergizes
the needs of the business environment and
the skills of the students. Educational trips to
different parts of the country provided much
needed non academic succour to the creative

International Conference organised by the Department of Political Science

energies of the students.

Led by the dictum “Inclusion is not a matter of political correctness. It is the key to growth”, MAC grew
further by scaling the national. It organised two successful and well-attended International Conferences
in the broad areas of International Relations and Indigenous and Cultural Studies. The years 2012 and
2013 brought several international scholars to MAC. These vibrant scholarly initiatives have paved way
for a string of national-international conferences organized by the various departments every year totally
to 17 conferences by the end of 2015 and more than 25 today. All this resulted in the college bagging the
first prize in Best Practices category in the first ever extravaganza, ‘Antardhwani’ organised by Delhi
University. 9 innovation projects (a unique faculty-student partnership) display at Antardhvani drew

-
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Sh. Om Prakash Kohli, then Governor of Gujarat inaugurating the College auditorium - 31 October 2014

significantinterest from the visitors there. MAC was no longer justa new college in East Delhi. It surprised
all by its youthful and innovative creative energy.

The year 2014 cemented our efforts to sustain and encourage academic excellence geared towards
innovation and research by being awarded the second prize in the competitive category of 'College with
Good Practices'. This was possible only because the college continued to promote and encourage research
and innovation.

An efflorescence of the innovative and creative energies of the student faculty teams saw the award of 21
Innovation projects, interdisciplinary in nature, approved and funded by the University of Delhi. 2
projects were completed in 2013-14, 10 in 2014-15 and 9 ongoing projects were approved in 2015. Rs 20
Lakhs was sanctioned by Delhi University for student projects during the year 2012-13, Rs 38.5 Lakhs in

FIRST PRIZE in "Best Practices” at Antardhwani, 2013
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Graduation Day - 2019

2013-14 and Rs 35 Lakhs for ongoing projects in 2014-15. Each projectled by three faculty members from
different departments and ten students seek to bring about real and evidence based change within the
college. In 2014, the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Auditorium was inaugurated by Sh. O. P. Kohli, ex Hon'ble
with his inaugural lecture. On January 12, 2015 Swami Vivekananda Memorial inaugural lecture was
delivered by Padma Shri Prof Dinesh Singh, ex Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi. As a practice
today, various eminentdignitaries and educationists have been delighting us with their lectures. In its bid
to empower girl studentsin 2015, girls hostel 'Vidyottama' was constructed with state of the artfacilities

In an era of quantitative alongside qualitative research and accreditation, the year 2016 brought NAAC,
the National Assessment and Accreditation Council to us. An opportunity to put our house in order and to
put the best foot forward was the call of the day. The college rose to the occasion and uncovered its little
surprises and treasure troves. The proud moment came when the college was accredited “A” by the
committee. Standing tall with several renowned, established and old institutions of the country has given
MACG, the tall stature it has today. Instilling a sense of pride and confidence, MAC is indeed poised to scale
newer heights.

The college is one of the few in the university with a wi-fi enabled campus, two conference rooms, an
auditorium, a contemporary media lab, sports ground, well equipped library and a girls hostel. The ICT
centre makes secure and uninterrupted internet available in college and the hostel. The task of the centre
does not end in housing modern equipment and facilities only but it also encourages and trains students
for using such technology for their

academic assignments. For this

punpoge, the centre organizes

workshops and training

programmes for interested

students after their classes.

Infrastructure is the fulcrum on
which rests the institution.
Physical infrastructure provides
room to the other reliable
infrastructure: cultural, social,
intellectual and ..last but not the

least...moral! Shakti Spardha
- b
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And now, the silver came!

The academic year 2018-19 marks its entry into the celebratory phase of MAC. The series of events to
‘celebrate the silver’ kickstarted with the Silver Jubilee Logo Making Competition in which 23 students
sent entries followed by the Maharaja Agrasen Statue Unveiling Ceremony by Hon’ble Member, Rajya
Sabha, Mr. Sushil Gupta on October 10, 2018. Academics was not far behind. Abdul Kalam Centre launched
several shortterm courses for the students to ready them for the future awaiting them

As 1 look not too far back into my contribution in this journey, I experience a satisfaction of both, a
participant and a contributor. Heading the Archives initiative was an immensely satisfying feeling akin to
the thoughts of an alumna: giving it back to the alma mater. Another decade and MAC will be my alma
mater! After an augmented fitter mind, the turn of a fitter body came and one of a kind, Family Olympics
was organised to bring family members together, create a bonding and also to promote fitness and
wellness among the students as well as their parents. Vidyottma, the girl’s hostel of Maharaja Agrasen
College along with Women Development Cell and Students Union organised the first ever women'’s sports
meet, Shakti Spardhaon 26 & 27 February 2019.

The first graduation day ceremony was held on Saturday, March 16,2019 as part of the plethora of events
being held in Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi to mark its silver jubilee celebrations. The
Chief Guest, Prof. Sushma Yadav, the Vice- Chancellor of Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya,
Sonepat Haryana, inspired the students to work harder and to realize their dreams through a culture of
responsibility and sincerity.

To mark this special year, a series of inter department competitions such as Maharaja Chef, Ethnic
Costume Display, Folk Dance competition, Choir competition, Skit Competition, Best out of waste and
Short film making competitions were organized in March and April 2019, to claim the trophy of Kisme
Kitna Hai Dum.

As a college that began with so little; and yet began so well, the momentous occasion of the silver fiesta
marked yetanother happy beginning of yet better things to come.




_—

I 25;} Agranika 2019 |

Summing up, philosophically, the first 25 years of MAC, one can easily say that from the innocence of the
young and the adolescence, MAC at 25 is at the threshold of taking adult positive responsibilities of
shaping the power of the youth, channelizing energies and building bridges between the young and the
old, then and now, yesterday and tomorrow towards possibilities beyond...of the future. In short, can play
aconstructive role in building the nation.

Going by the Indian philosophical view of human life where a man’s existence is neatly divided into four
phases called ashrams, MAC is poised to enter the stage and state of Grihastashram and yovanavastha.
The outcome of the efflorescence and the innocence of the young is a culture that processes innovations
and a philosophy of inclusiveness and fruition of a vision in which we practise academics with a
difference. The list of the academic achievements of our students is long; the research initiatives of our
faculty cross national and international borders; and the professional achievements of the family of MAC
are commendable.

[t would not be untrue that MAC has successfully crossed a threshold. “There is no ladder to success, it is
always a greased pole” is an oft quoted truism. MAC has striven hard with no well-defined smooth steps to
climb. With sheer grit and determination, coupled with the hard work of its teaching and non teaching
stakeholders, ithasindeed successfully climbed the greased pole.

In the historiography of the life of an institution, the first 25 years is all but a dot; but in the life of an
academic pedagogue, 25 years tantamount to more than half the life in that capacity! With this diverse
dynamic in place, both MAC and myself wrote our growing up logbook together. Most of the items were
filled well, and even with a miss here and a couple of incommodious entries there, today it stands well
bound with pages intact and neatly written. I would be happy to share an entry in thatlogbook which gave
me immense joy and pride then and that joy having not diminished with time still fills my bosom with
happiness and pride. As early as in the year 1997, the logbook had one shining and fluorescent entry and
that was the ushering in of the English Honours programme! That entry had many writers; but the fact
thatmy pen also wrote, keeps me going even till today.

Administrative Staff-1995
st
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This sharing is with a difference. Itis not a fact file on Agrasen, neitherisitalist of achievements of MAC, in
factitis nowhere close to an annual report of our college, not even alist of dos and donts for students. Itis
justthe told and the untold kissa of Maharaja Agrasen College.

Towards the end, here is the shortest possible letter: Dear MAC, we have had more yesterdays together
than many, now we need to live our tomorrows, together...

So, lets grow together, MAC: you towards living your silvery youth at an accelerated pace, and [, beckoned
by the first flushes of grey hair and a stronger pen, towards wisdom and the finishing line.

Prem Kumari Srivastava
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One step in and I was here.
A school building with corridors
And a courtyard with a mud floor.

A Principal in his chair, never fatigued,
Filled with enthusiasm to make the college unique.
Felt like home when at the dining table we sat
And together we shared our tiffin and khichdi we had.
A mini kitchen was a lot of fun
Tea, coffee and lunch had begun.

Lean and thin and young at heart
The six of us did make a start.

A college in the making was in your mind
We would lay its foundation and make it shine.
From nail to chair and desk and stair
Each small thing was to be done, we were aware.
Students poured in one by one
In dingy classrooms we had begun,

A Journey forward which was so much fun.
Step by step we laid the bricks
The college grew rickety rick.

Near the gate was the office space
Huddled together in the non-teaching place.
All work was manually done
Till computers came in one by one.
Mastering computers was an uphill task
But the non-teaching mastered the craft.
The passage converted into a stage
Where students performed of every age.
Teachers joined one by one
The small space cuddled every one.

In enclosed spaces the bonding grew
Among each one of us whom we never knew,
Which to this day still holds true.

A government park touched our compound
Which served for students as a playground.
Our canteen was a tiny shed
Which served snacks and toasted bread.
Sitting on the stone benches in the sun
We sipped our tea and discussed work to be done.
Our library room was stuffed with books
The students borrowed and home they took.
Expansion started and a new building rose
Many classrooms came up on two floors.

A regular visitor in classroom thirty-three

I
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Was a monkey who would sit on the window with glee.
The entire lecture he would hear
And every morning would appear.
All was managed in that small space
And we grew with God’s grace.
Principals came and went away
And each one contributed in his own way.
Spic Mackay programs on the temporary stage
Many a legends held, of every age.
As courses came in one by one
The college expanded and shifting to the new campus begun.
Open spaces we had in abundance
Where people scattered in an instance.
The college campus welcomed us,
To make it the best was our thrust.
Step by step our journey began
Beautifying the compound was first at hand.
The green patch in the middle grew
With a pine tree surviving through.
From top to bottom each one tried
To make it a paradise.
This year we have completed twenty-five years
Which calls for celebration after toil and tears.
An unknown college has made its name,
And today it has risen to fame.
"Where is Agrasen?" asked one and all
Today "OH! YOU ARE IN AGRASEN!" is the call
Efforts of Principal, students, teaching and non-teaching staff
Have made possible the impossible task.
May the love and togetherness of the MAC family grow each day
When I pray is what I say.

Dr. Shirin Bakshi Raina
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That first day when we enter in this college for a
new job, we know that it is the beginning of a new
inning at Maharaja Agrasen College! Our journey
from Old Campus in Mayur Vihar to its New Campus
at Vasundhara Enclave, is a story of remarkable
growth. This institution has given us an opportunity
to cultivate best out of whatever we had within us
and allowed us to nurture our faculties in best
possible way. We all have seen each other growing,
with black hairs turning slightly grey!

This experience of many years in this institution has

given us, memories sweet and sour. Days of

discussion, debate, disagreement, argument,

laughter, lunches and sharing each other’s well being is something that has become part of our life. Every
day, when I enter classroom, I feel more energetic, as I getan opportunity to interact and share knowledge
with young and energetic minds. Teaching hours are now more interactive. Students always have new
ideas and enthusiasm and we interestingly use those ideas into teaching-learning process.

New Campus has widened our professional attributes and has given us more space for academic
interactions. Conferences, workshops and interesting co-curricular activities have become part of
learning activities. We were once another name in list of academic institutions but now we have made our
name reach to higherlevel with habitual achievements.

While interacting with students coming from oppressed castes of society, I strongly feel that all are

stronger in their will power and full of new concepts, and with equal opportunities to prove themselves,
most of them reach to best professions in diverse
fields. Equality, lesson from Preamble of our
Constitution reminds us of our social
responsibilities. AKSHAR, projectunder NSS, where
our student volunteers teach children from the
vicinity coming from economically weaker sections,
works as another satisfying fulfilment as a teacher.
Many memories we all collect everyday and feel
their impact on us. A long journey ahead will be
marked by showing strength of our profession and
by imparting best of our knowledge.

Education is the right of all, its best understood by
the divine soul of a teacher.

Dr Charu Arya

- fasy O
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25 years have passed, since its inception on 13th August, 1994, with a humble beginning, in a shared
premises with a Government School in Mayur Vihar Phase-1, Maharaja Agrasen College has come along
way. It started with two courses, a handful of teachers and 310 students and surged ahead with 10
courses in a short span of three years. Later, in 2010, the college shifted to a verdant 10 acre campus in
Vasundhara Enclave and grew to more than 2000 students. Itbecame an institution of excellence and has
been awarded Grade ‘A’ by NAAC. Today, Maharaja Agrasen College is acknowledged as an Institute par
excellence in higher education. Be itinfrastructure or research and innovation, curriculum enrichment or
best practices, the institute takes pride in its fast-paced development geared at providing holistic
development for both students and faculty.

Twenty-fifth year is not only an occasion to celebrate butalso to introspect and plan for the years to come.
Several initiatives have been taken up in this year to mark this special milestone. Some were
commemorative while others geared towards changing needs and aspirations of the college community.
The events and competitions, that have been organized, also brought the various pillars of the institution
together; Leadership, students, family and faculty, all joined hands together in cohesive synergy to mark
this milestone. Followingis a brief of events and initiatives which College took up duringits 25th year:

Silver Jubilee Logo Making Competition: MAC ECA Committee and Silver Jubilee Celebrations
Committee invited students to create a logo to mark the institution’s 25 years of excellence in higher
education portraying the values and vision that the college stands for. Many creative entries were
received and first prize of Rs. 3000/- was awarded to Mr. Shivam Periwal of B. A. (H) Business Economics.
The logo shows the College logo enveloped in the congratulatory and nostalgic spirit of this milestone
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year of the college aspiring towards an inclusive and multi-dimensional progress in future in the shape of
colourful birds and banners soaring high.

Maharaja Agrasen Statue Unveiling Ceremony: Statue of Maharaja Agrasen, a philanthropic and
inspiring ancient ruler of Agroha, was unveiled by Dr Sushil Kumar Gupta, Hon’ble Member of Rajya
Sabha on 10th October, 2018. Esteemed Trustees of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital gifted the Statue to the
college and also graced the occasion. Hon’ble Member of Rajya Sabha, Dr. Sushil Kumar Gupta, College
Governing Body Chairman, Mr. Siddhartha Verma, and Principal, Dr. Sunil Sondhi addressed the
gathering. In collaboration with the MAC ECA, Sports and Annual Activity Committees of the College, the
inspiring story of Maharaja Agrasen of Agroha was narrated to students and faculty, along with a medley
ofacts putup by MAC ECA Qissa, Nataraj and Septune Societies.

Darohar - Maharaja Agrasen College Archives and Repository Centre: Inheritance and preservation
go hand in hand. An important initiative, this year, has been to set up of ‘Dharohar’, an Archives and
Repository Centre in the library. A special Archives and Repository Committee has been set up, and is in
the process of collecting records as hard copies/ audio and video files to be placed under the charge of the
Librarian. So far, hard copies of almost all the issues of the college magazine Agranika, and several copies
of annual reports, journals, college prospectus, and such documents have been collected, which date back
to 1995. As many as 23000 photos and several hours of A/V footage of events, since 1995, are now part of
thisrepository. Hard copies have also been digitized in the library.

Short-term Courses through Abdul Kalam Centre: Several Short-term Courses have been launched for
students. The main objective has been to augment the undergraduate course curriculum, in order to
empower student to meet challenges after their graduation and to enhance the soft skills of the students.
Following courses were launched by the centre, and have been very well received by Students:

Maharaja Agrasen Statue Unveiling Ceremony: As part of its celebration, the statue of Maharaja
Agrasen, the philanthropic and inspiring ancient ruler of Agroha, was unveiled by Dr Sushil Kumar Gupta,
Hon’ble Member of Rajya Sabha on 10 October 2018. Esteemed Trustees of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital
gifted the Statue to the college and also graced the occasion. Hon’ble Member of Rajya Sabha, Dr. Sushil
Kumar Gupta, College Governing Body Chairman, Mr. Siddhartha Verma, and Principal, Dr. Sunil Sondhi
addressed the gathering. In collaboration with the MAC ECA, Sports and Annual Activity Committees of
the College, the inspiring story of Maharaja Agrasen of Agroha was narrated to students and faculty, along
with amedley of acts putup by MAC ECA Qissa, Natarajand Septune Societies.

Darohar - Maharaja Agrasen College Archives and Repository Centre: Inheritance and preservation
go hand in hand. As part of the celebrations, an important initiative this year has been the setting up of
‘Dharohar’, the Archives and Repository Centre in the library. A special Archives and Repository
Committee was set up which is in the process of collecting records as hard copies/ audio and video files to
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be placed under the charge of the Librarian. The Committee members have managed to collect the hard
copies of almost all the issues of the college magazine Agranika, and several copies of annual reports,
journals, college prospectus and the like since their publication in 1995. The committee has been able to
collectas many as 23,000 photos and several hours of A/V footage of events since 1995. The hard copies
areinthe process of being digitised in the library. “Dharohar” hopes to showcase this in its centre set up in
thelibrary.

Short-term Courses: To mark the silver jubilee year, Abdul Kalam Centre launched several Short-term
Courses for students. The main objective to start these short-term courses in the college was to augment
the undergraduate course curriculum, to empower student to meet challenges after graduating from
college and to enhance the soft skills of the students. Following courses were launched by the centre:

S.No. Course Duration

1 Introduction to Data Science for Business using R 40 Hours

Programming Language

2 Data Analysis for Business Decision Making 20 Hours
3 Sugam Sangeet 48 Hours
4 Mobile App Designing: Level 1 20 Hours
5 English Skills for Professional Success: Level 1 30 Hours
6 Legal Awareness 15Hours

(Conducted by: East Delhi Legal Services Authority)
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MAC eLearning Portal, Abdul Kalam Centre: In order to respond to present day need, an E-learning
Portal of College was installed and configured for college requirements using Moodle platform. All 3-year
degree courses and short-term courses were created on the portal. A 10-day FDP/Workshop on ‘MAC
eLearning Portal and Content Creation’ was organized in the month of February 2019. Faculty members
attended the program and are in the process of creating eLearning content.

Young India Know Thyself (A Program for Leadership): Yet another initiative to mark this special year
was the ‘Young India Know Thyself’. Itis aleadership development program, which is organized all over
India by Vivekananda Kendra to spread Swami Vivekananda’s ideology. YIKT 2018-19 was organized in
Maharaja Agrasen College, with the idea of building up leadership skills in the younger generation as part
of youth development. First of this program was organized during last winters. Itwas anintensive 5 - day
& night leadership camp. More than 200 students, across different colleges of Delhi University,
participated in this camp. Camp’s theme was ‘simple living, contented life’. The objective of the camp was
to allow youth to receive relevant training and to experience ‘back to basic living’. The second of such
program was organized as 7 day & night camp was organized from 1stJune to 7th June, 2019.

Sports Meet - Family Olympics: The Sports committee and Department of Physical Education of College,
organized a two day event, Family Olympics. The objective of this tournament was to bring together
students & their family members, to create a bonding, and also to promote fitness and wellness among
the students & their parents, as well as among faculty & their families. This Meet was very well
appreciated by Students, Faculty, and their respective families. On first day, event for Students & their
families was held, and on 2nd day, Family Olympics for faculty members (of entire Delhi university
colleges) was organized.

Women'’s Sports Meet - Shakti Spardha: Vidyottma, the girl’s hostel of Maharaja Agrasen College along
with Women Development Cell and Students Union organized a first ever women’s sports meet, Shakti
Spardha on 26 & 27 February 2019. An impressive march past by the girl students set the tone for the
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event. Female students, teachers and non-teaching staff of the college enthusiastically competed in all
games, both, athletic and non-athletic. Relay race, lemon and spoon race and tug-of-war added to the fun.
More than 300 girl students participated in several sports such as cricket, basketball, volleyball, kabaddi,
badminton, relay race-100m, relay race-200m, relay race-400m, short-put and long-jump. Enthusiasm
and excitement marked the two-day Meet.

Graduation Day Ceremony: The 1st graduation ceremony was held on March 16, 2019 as part of the
plethora of events being held in Maharaja Agrasen College This First Graduation ceremony flagged off a
new event in the annual academic calendar of the College. The event feted the achievements of the
students for their efforts and in turn, sought to celebrate academic rigour and success. The event was a
celebration of intellectual acumen, academic deliberations and marked the first step of the students in
the direction of their chosen future. The Principal, Dr Sunil Sondhi, and the Chairman, Mr Siddhartha
Verma, appreciated the students for their academic success and accomplishments while insisting on the
merit of hard work and sheer will power to achieve one’s goals. The faculty was also praised for providing
a stimulating environment and for inculcating the values of hard work. The Chief Guest, Prof. Sushma
Yadav, the Vice- Chancellor of Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya, Sonepat Haryana, inspired the
students to work harder and to realize their dreams through a culture of responsibility and sincerity.
Students from the last academic batch of 2015-18, who had graduated, were felicitated with a stole and a
specially designed certificate by the College administration.

Graduation Day-2019

Kisme Kitna Hai Dam-Department Rolling Trophy: A series of inter-department competitions, such
as, Maharaja Chef, Ethnic Costume Display, Folk Dance competition, Choir competition, Skit Competition,
Best-Out-Of-Waste and Short film making competitions were organized in March and April 2019. These
competitions witnessed enthusiastic participation by students of all departments and courses. This
series was a huge success and students with a sporting spirit joined hands together for each and every
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team performance. The competitive spirit to ensure a win towards the ‘Rolling Trophy’ worked as the
motivating factor. What was even more heartening was to see students come out of their cocoons to
participate out of loyalty to their departments. Motivated by the high spirits and high bench marks set by
students in these competitions, the college shall continue the celebrations with high spirit in the coming
years! The Department of Political Science was declared the Winner for the first Maharaja Agrasen
College Department Rolling Trophy.
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Following is a glimpse of the competitions and the participation by students.

Kisme Kitna Hai Dum
Competition Theme Name Given Organizing No. of No. of
By the Department Participating Students who
Department Departments Participated
Ethnic Indian Paridhaan Department 8 70
Costume State of English
Display
Best Out Base & Wonders B.sc (Physical 9 112
of Waste Utility out of Waste Sciences) &
Department
of Electronics
Skit Life At One Act Department 5 52
competition Mac Play of Political
Sciences
Choir Light Semi Miley Sur Department of 9 99
Competition Classic Folk Mera Tumhara Business
Economics &
BA Programme
Committee
Folk Dance Indian State Dhinak Din Dha Department 8 87
Competition of Hindi
Maharaja Chef | Indian State Maharaja Chef Department 10 78
of Mathematics
& Department
of Commerce
Short Film Sustainable Short Film Department of 8 53
Making Life Style Making Journalism
Competition
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National Conference ‘Higher Education Institutes: Knowledge Organizations’:

A National Conference titled ‘Higher Education Institutes: Knowledge Organizations, was held on
April 24,2019, as a part of a series of programs organized under the silver jubilee celebrations, by MAC
IQACin its commitment towards enhancing the academic and research environment of the college.

Pedagogy, today, is no longer a top down approach but is an all-inclusive approach, wherein the teacher
and learner are conjoined in a participatory dialogue, where innovation and technology become a
dynamic interface, which benefits both. Organizing of this conference, at the time when Maharaja
Agrasen College is celebratingits 25 years of excellence in higher education, assumes special significance,
as throughout these past 25 years, the college has been continuously evolving and changing by
challenging existing boundaries of knowledge amidst a culture of innovation and creativity. This
conference offered a creative platform for faculty members to share their teaching and learning
experience and contribute to the knowledge building exercise.

Silver Jubilee Centers

As part of its initiatives to mark the silver jubilee celebrations of the college, eight new centers were
proposed and are approved by the Governing Body. Objectives of these Centers are to accentuate,
augment and enhance the holistic growth of all; faculty, non-teaching staff and students. These factor
changing needs both in the professional and personal sphere and seek to go beyond the curriculum in a
bid to offer learning that is both comprehensive and integrated. Following is a list of such centers thatare
being setup for faculty and students:

Silver Jubilee Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Data Science
Silver Jubilee Centre for Ethics

Silver Jubilee Centre for Culture

Silver Jubilee Centre for North East

Silver Jubilee Centre for Sports and Wellness

Silver Jubilee Centre for Communication Skills

Silver Jubilee Centre for Day Care

OO R O I IR R OO T A

Silver Jubilee Centre for Academic Excellence, Talent and Scholarships

Silver Jubilee Function

A function to commemorate the silver jubilee of the college will be held on Friday, 6 September 2019.
Honourable Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has kindly consented to be the Chief Guest.
Shri. O. P Kohli, Former Governor of Gujarat & Madhya Pradesh has consented to be the Guest of Honour.
Prof. Yogesh Tyagi, Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi shall preside over the function.

Puneeta Agarwal
(Convener, Silver Jubilee Celebration Committee)
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B.A. (Hons.) Business Economics

Established in 1996, the course of B.A (Hons.) Business Economics aims at inculcating the spirit of
managerial decision making, resource management in general and developing business capabilities in
particular. In the era of globalisation, success in business requires dynamic learning as fast as the world is
changing and this course seeks to enable the students to develop their skills in managerial abilities,
entrepreneurship aptitudes and business marketing capabilities.

Faculty Members

Dr. Vijeta Pundir Mr. Sultan Singh
Dr. Pratibha Rai Ms. Komal Gupta
Ms. Sonia Suchdeva Ms. Preeti Goel
Dr. Anshul Taneja
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B.A. (Hons.) English

The BA Honours course in English, introduced in 1994 is a highly sought-after course and justly so. With an
entire panorama of literary texts, contexts and critical tools, the course aims to provide students an exposure
to a spectrum of global literatures and train them in various methods of literary and sociocultural analyses.
Also, the course has a consistent interface with the NSS unit in college which helps students acquire a larger
critical awareness as they participate in programmes meant for diverse social communities. The BA Honours
course in English thus, is a stimulating, vibrant space, providing ample opportunities for students to explore
their potentials and the possibilities made available to them in the intellectual, academic, creative, as well as

social arenas
Faculty Members
Dr. Prem Kumari Srivastava Ms. Shilpa Gupta
Dr. Sangeeta Mittal Dr. Debosmita Paul
Ms. Mona Sinha Dr. Subodh Kumar Upadhyay
Dr. Gitanjali Chawla Ms. Indrani Das Gupta
Dr. Anupama Jaidev Dr. Guntasha Tulsi
Mr. Vinod Kumar Verma Mr. Aditya Premdeep
Dr. Charu Arya Ms. Nabanita Deka

I v
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B. A. (Hons.) Journalism

Introduced in 1997, B.A. (Hons.) Journalism course aims at foregrounding the role of journalism in a
democracy. It helps the students to refine their linguistic and communicative skills. The course provides an
insight into the socio-economic and political dimensions of living in a globalized world today. The students
are exposed during the course to the core skills, challenges and rewards, integral to the profession. Equipped
with a state-of-the-art Media Lab that enables students to derive knowledge on a practical basis in the arenas
of post-Production Lab, Audio Studio and Video-Editing Software i.e. FCP, this course equips the students
with skills in articulating the voice of the people.

Faculty Members

Mr. Sudhir K. Rinten Dr. Vivek Vishvas
Mr. Vinay Kuamr Rai Dr. Kingaule Newme
Mr. Yogeshwar Singh Dr. Shruti Goel

Ms. Rachita Kauldhar
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B. A. (Hons.) Political Science

Established in 1994, B.A. (Hons.) Political Science seeks to grasp the political thought and practices that is
integral to our everyday lives. The course tries to widen the student’s horizon in political, social, economics,
national as well as international issues. From enhancing knowledge in diverse political theory, its history
and approaches, this course facilitates the students to reflect on the ideas, institutions and practices of
democracy. Engaged in multifarious debates and approaches pertaining to the role of politics in civil society,
this course seeks to assist the students for a more cultivated approach towards one’s responsibilities in life
vis-a-vis our role within democracy.

Faculty Members

Dr. Anju Aggarwal Dr. Sushmita Rajwar
Dr. Ritu Kohli Ms. Shomila Warsi
Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari Dr. Sanjay Agarwal
Dr. Niraj Kumar Dr. Pramod Kumar

Dr. Subodh Kumar
Mr. Prabira Sethy
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B. A. PROGRAMME

Established in 1994, B.A. Programme course is a flexible, interdisciplinary and choice based programme to
suit the needs and interests of the students. The options available under this course are manifold and
students can choose from a combination of disciplines like History, Political Science, Economics and
Mathematics along with another set of combination of disciplines like English Elective or Hindi Elective,
Computer Applications and Office Management. The course curriculum is designed to equip students with
skills necessary for employment in the public as well as in the private sector. The interdisciplinary nature of
this course assists the students to interact with faculty of different backgrounds as well as providing an
opportunity to acquaint themselves with a wide range of issues and subjects to enrich their knowledge.

Faculty Members

Department of History Department of Economics
Dr. Niraj Kumar Singh Dr. Saumya Shukla

Dr. Shirin Bakshi Raina Mr. Rakesh Kumar

Dr. Bhupinder Kumar Chaudhary Dr. Sadamalla Nageswara Rao
Dr. Farah Khan Mr. Vickey Mehriya




— ..

Department of History

Agranika 2019 |
Department of Economics

>
e




P

m— (255, Agranika 2019 |

ek .

- =
e
e

s
] -J‘Ej,

B. Com (Hons.)

One of the most popular courses in the College, B.Com (Hons.) was introduced in 1994. Emphasizing on an
interactive teacher-learner environment necessitated by the use of presentations, role plays, case studies,
group discussions, educational excursions, film screenings, and the use of e-resources, B.Com (Hons.) delves
into teaching of subjects like business laws, cyber laws, business economics, and e-filing of returns. Besides,
pursuing higher studies in the domain of commerce itself, the B.Com (Hons) is a valuable preparation for a
variety of career options in entrepreneurship, marketing, green marketing, e-commerce, advertising,
insurance, media, school and university teaching, business research, consultancy, law and civil services etc.

Faculty Members

Ms. Puneeta Agarwal Dr. Abha Mittal Ms. Praveen Vashishth
Dr. Mona Kansal Dr. B.B. Mohapatra Mr. Praveen Kumar
Dr. Alok Puranik Ms. Priyanka Katyal Mr. Devendra Kumar
Dr. Vinod Kumar Yadav Dr. Deepa Sharma Mr. Amit Kumar

Dr. NirmalJain Dr. Rajat Kumar Sant Ms. Aarti Nagar

Dr. Ravinder Kumar Ms. Sheetal B. Sachdev Ms. Sonam Bhati
Dr.Soma Garg Dr.ArunjJulka Ms. Ekanshi Gupta

Mr. Virendra Kumar Tomar Dr. Neetu Bala Dr. Neha Kuhar

Mr. Ankush Kumar Jindal
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B.Sc. Mathematical Sciences

B. Sc (Hons.)Mathematics course introduced in 1994, seeks to intensify the student’s knowledge of
mathematical, quantitative, and scientific principles that can be applied to various fields of applications. The
course includes a combination of Mathematics, Statistics, Operational Research, and Computer Science. The
main motto of the course is to create a solid foundation for assimilation of mathematical concepts and
structures and build mathematical skills like creative, logical, and analytical thinking. This well-structured
course enhances student’s employability skills and is of immense help for students planning a career in
Management Science, Computer Science, Operational Research, Mathematics, and several others.

Faculty Members

Dr. Vanita Jain Dr. Awadhesh Kumar Poddar
Dr. Prasannan A.R. Mr. Krishan Pal

Dr. Anuradha Sharma Dr. Renu Saini

Dr. Sushil Yadav Ms. Anjana Kumari

Dr. Ayekpam Jiren Meitei Mr. Dilip Kumar

Mr. Vedpal Singh
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B.Sc. (Hons.) Electronics

B.Sc. (Hons.) Electronic Science course, established in 1996 offers to enhance the students’ understanding of
scientific principles and to further develop their technical skills by hands-on designing, testing of electronic
circuits and systems similar to thatare used in industry. The course curriculum is a perfect blend of papers in
Physics, Mathematics, and Computer with special emphasis on Electronics. Overall, this course is an
integrated approach to electronics and computer science, taught using substantial laboratory experiments
in areas such as analog, digital, signal & systems, communication, optoelectronics, microprocessor,
microcontroller, robotics, embedded systems, VLSI design, etc. This well-structured program enhances
student’s employability skills and also their ability to articulate these skills.

Faculty Members

Dr. Amit Pundir Dr. Chhavi Bhatnagar

Dr. Geetika Jain Saxena Ms. Sangeeta Yadav

Dr. Maneesha Dr. Vandana Kumari

Dr. Natasha Mr. Dharmendra Kumar Mahato
Dr. Praveen Kant Pandey Dr. Sachin Kumar

Dr. Paramjeet Singh
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B.Sc. Physical Sciences

B.Sc. in Physical Sciences course, founded in 1998 is a much sought after course on account of its unique
curriculum design, job oriented nature, and usefulness. Students are given the option to choose one stream
either from Computer Science or Chemistry. As per the choice made, the course will be named as B.Sc.
Physical Science with Computer Science or B.Sc. Physical Science with Chemistry. Also, it has a minor
component of Biological and Environmental Science as well. The course is much in demand as itlays a strong
foundation for higher studies in Physics, Electronics, Mathematics and either Computer Science or
Chemistry. The course is designed to suit to the requirements of students willing to pursue masters course in
Physics, Mathematics, Computer Applications, Information Technology, Chemistry and other allied subjects.

Faculty Members

Department of Biology = Department of Dr. Preeti Gupta Department of Physics
Dr. Nibedita Khuntia Computer Science Ms. Barkha Sain Dr. Parthasarthi
Department of Chemistry Dr. Kalpana Nigam Mr. Vikas Mittal Dr. Asha Gupta

Dr. Vandana Soni Dr. Latesh Kanoujia Mr. Sunil Kumar Dr. Nilesh Kumar Pathak
Dr. Ranvijai Ram Dr. Meena Mehta Mr. Ashutosh Jaiswal Dr. Krishan Kumar

Mr. Omkar Singh

I oo




——,

s (25, Agranika 2019

—— i B o

: - q,..'-:_‘ Sefin oy - it

——
f ot
i F o A

-

B. A. (Hons.) Hindi

B. A. (Hons.) Hindi course established in 1994, is a bridge that connects with not only our country’s rich
pluralistic tradition but also, seeks to connect with other regional languages of India. This course inculcates
an admiration of the language, literature and history of the growth of Hindi. B.A. (Hons.) Hindi in its
introduction of newer pedagogical approaches has not only attempted to keep pace with the globalized
world but has also, enriched the knowledge domain and employability skills of the students. The students
from this course are in much demand within the public sector and our country’s democratic institutions.

Faculty Members

Dr. Shashi Singh Dr. Tej Narayan Ojha Dr. Abha Sharma

Mr. Shekhar Kumar Ms. Manoj Chaudhary Dr. TN. Tripathi

Dr. Shiv Kumar Dr. Chandar Shekhar Ram Mr. Ajay Kr Pandey

Dr. Shankar Kumar Dr. Rajhans Kumar Dr. Jitendra Kumar Bhagat
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Sr. No

Name

Designation

MR. DIPIN ARORA

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

MR. RAJINDER SINGH BISHT

SECTION OFFICER
ACCOUNTS

MR. ASHOK KUMAR

SENIOR ASSISTANT

MR. NARENDRA KR. SANT (ON
EOL)

SENIOR ASSISTANT

MR. A. N ABBASI

SENIOR ASSISTANT

MR. PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH

SENIOR TECHNICAL

ASSISTANT
7 MR. NARESH KUMAR ASSISTANT
8 MR. PRAMANAND TRIPATHI ASSISTANT
9 MR. RAJKUMAR ASSISTANT
10 |MR. ASHOK ATRI CARETAKER

11

MR. JASWANT SINGH

JUNIOR ASSISTANT

12

MR. RAJ SINGH

DRIVER

13

MR. RAM NARAYAN SHARMA

SEMI PROFESSIONAL
ASSISTANT

14

MR. LOKESH KUMAR

LAB ASSISTANT

15

MR. BHAGWAN DAS

LAB ASSISTANT

16

MS. MANJU SHARMA

LAB ASSISTANT

7

MR. ASHISH

LAB ASSISTANT

18

MR. SURESH KUMAR

LAB ASSISTANT

30 |MS. BASANTI DEVI MTS

31 |MR. PRADEEP KUMAR MTS

32 |MR. DHAN SINGH MTS

33 |MR. SATBIR SINGH MTS

34 |MR. RAMESH SHUKHLA MTS

35 |MS. SANGEETA MTS

36 |MR. HARI SINGH MTS

37 |MR. ANIL KUMAR MTS

38 |MR. AJAY KUMAR MTS

39 MR. MAHESH KUMAR LIBRARY ATTENDANT

40 |[MR. XAVIER DUNG DUNG LIBRARY ATTENDANT

41 |MR. BARNABAS DUNG DUNG LAB ATTENDANT

42 [MR. VINOD KR TIWARI LAB ATTENDANT

43 [MR. VINAY KUMAR SHARMA iYD?\AT;}?VI;é,?EADTgERTWORK
44 MR. D ANAND JUNIOR ASSISTANT

45 |MS. GANESH CHANDER BHATT |[JUNIOR ASSISTANT

46 |MS. SURBHI BABBAR JUNIOR ASSISTANT

47 MS. HEENA JAIN JUNIOR ASSISTANT

o s reena B,
o |us pree e
50 [MR. NISHANT RATHORE égﬁ;%?lsg SC’EJ)\I?EII:D_GE
I
52 MS. SUNITA CHAUHAN JUNIOR ASSISTANT-HOSTEL
53 [MR. SUSHIL KUMAR KAUSHIL |TECHNICAL ASSISTANT
54 |MR. SATYAPRIYA MTS

55 |MR. PRINCE KUMAR SAINI MTS

56 |[MR. ARUN MUDGAL MTS

19 |MR. BISESHWAR PASWAN MTS
20 |MR MUKESH KUMAR MTS
21 lé’lll;AI\I\/IIg\I/dI;ZEN CHANDER MTS
22 |MR. MOHAN YADAV MTS
23 |MR. RAJESH MTS
24 |MR. SITARAM MTS
25 |MR. CHANDER MANI MTS
26 |MR. KISHAN KR SHARMA MTS
27 |MR. VIVEK TAANK MTS
28 |MS. KAVITA DEVI MTS
29 |MS. NEERU RAWAT MTS
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The library of MAC was established in 1994. The total area of the library is of 724.4 sq.metres and has a
seating capacity for 80. Seventy computers with wifi service is available. The library has more than 41,000
volumes of books and in addition, includes 27 periodicals and magazine included in the database cateringto
the needs of teachers and students of different departments of the college. The library houses volumes on
History, Psychology, Religion, Social Sciences, Language and Literature, Art and Culture, Political Science,
Mathematics, Economics and also has a good number of updated collections reference books. It is directly
connected with the DU network and users can easily access around 43,000 E-journals or sound series,
history and humanities of various academic databases. The library has full bibliographical data of books
converted into machine-readable form called ALICE FOR WINDOW’ Library Management Software Package.
The audio-visual collection of the library has about 200 CDs/DVDs.

CAS (Current Awareness Service)

1. List of additions of books added recently in the Library are mailed to faculty
and students for their reference.

2. News Alert is provided weekly through scanning of latest news and articles from
national news papers.

3. Thebookjackets of new books are displayed on the board.

Dr. Satya Prakash

Librarian
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Centre for Centre for Centre for
Artificial Ethics Culture
Intelligence

Centre for
[ === M Sports and
Wellness

ﬁentre for Silver ]“bilee
orth East
Centres

Centre for
Academic
Excellence,
Talent and
Scholarships

Centre for Centre for
Communication Day Care

As part of its initiatives to mark the silver jubilee celebrations of the college, eight new
centres were proposed and approved by the Governing Body to accentuate, augment and
enhance the holistic growth of faculty, non-teaching staff and students. These factor
changing needs both in the professional and personal sphere and seek to go beyond the
curriculum in a bid to offer activity based learning that is both comprehensive and
integrated. Followingis alist of these centres with details of what each entails.

Silver Jubilee Centre for Artificial Intelligence

Silver Jubilee Centre for Ethics

Silver Jubilee Centre for Culture

Silver Jubilee Centre for North East

Silver Jubilee Centre for Sports and Wellness

Silver Jubilee Centre for Communication

Silver Jubilee Centre for Day Care

©® N Uk WD

Silver Jubilee Centre for Academic Excellence, Talentand Scholarships
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With intelligent machines enabling high-level cognitive processes like thinking, perceiving, learning,
problem solving and decision making, coupled with advances in data collection and aggregation, analytics
and computer processing power, Artificial Intelligence (Al) is poised to change our world and presents
opportunities to complement and supplement human intelligence and enrich the way people live and
work. In 2016, the World Economic Forum called Al “the fourth industrial revolution” that has radically
transformed the way we live, work, and connect with each other.

India, being the fastest growing economy with the second largest population in the world, has a
significant stake in the Al revolution. ‘Al for All’ aims at enhancing and empowering human capabilities to
address the challenges of access, affordability, shortage and inconsistency of skilled expertise; effective
implementation of Al initiatives to evolve scalable solutions for emerging economies; and endeavours to
tackle some of the global challenges from Al's perspective, be it application, research, development,
technology, or responsible Al.

Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Data Science has been envisaged to address the challenges of lack of
enabling data ecosystems, low intensity of Al research and inadequate availability of Al expertise,
manpower and skilling opportunities. The Centre proposes to educate, train and enhance the skill set of
both faculty and the students through interactive and activity based pedagogical learning methods. The
Centre will provide a platform for academia and industry to build a common understanding of the
capabilities of emerging Al technologies and consequent needs for skill enhancement to increase the
employability profile of the students.

Robotic device developed by ESRC, MAC

T o2



_—

I 25;} Agranika 2019 |

Ethics lies in action. With this motto the Silver Jubilee Centre for Ethics focuses on ethics as a practice for
problem solving that applies concepts and theories about what is good, right, or virtuous in real world
situations, in ways that are local, timely, and responsive to facts. Practicing ethics involves discerning
ethical issues and making decisions about how to act. The centre will offer study, intervention, outreach,
consultation, and leadership in developing and advancing the theory, knowledge and understanding of
character education including moral and ethical reasoning, moral development, ethical leadership, and
ethical application. With a vision to reestablish the classical concepts and practice of justice, integrity, and
responsibility in student community through education, research, and applied ethical, intervention
programs, the centre will engage in teaching the practical tradition of integrity to inspire leaders of
character.

The Center, through its faculty and students, shall provide classes, workshops, applied interventions,
evaluations, assessments, and consultation about character education and all its perspectives to any
organization, profession, industry, and discipline. It shall also be home to many people from many
different expertise levels. Scholars and practitioners from the fields of Business Ethics, Communication
Ethics, and Governance Ethics, shall be part of its endeavours.

“Culture is everywhere”- It is with this conviction that the proposed attempt to bring knowledge of
cultural production and consumption to the college campus has been envisaged. Cultural diversity is not
just a slogan, it is a very significant factor in achieving overall excellence in the institution. Cultural
diversity is a given in the Indian classroom, hence this centre for Culture is an attempt to generate
dialogue between diversity and pedagogy.

The activities of this centre will include, apart from readings from books and other relevant materials,
development of a strategic diversity plan, field trips to places of cultural interests which would leave a
lasting impression on the young minds and lead to a holisticunderstanding of the term ‘culture’. The study
group visiting these places would bring back narratives, analysis, cultural materials and artefacts for the
Centre. The Centre would also organise screening of relevant documentaries and films brought out by the
UNESCO, IGNCA, INTACH, ICSSR, ICCR, Doordarshan and several other independent agencies working in
areas of art, culture and heritage. Interaction and collaboration of student groups with these centres
would lead to a global understanding of the subject. The students would also be encouraged to develop
skills like fine and performing arts, cultural appreciation, heritage management and preservation and
documentation of cultural resources.

I o
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North East Region comprises of eight states- Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura with different tribes having a diverse culture. Unity in diversity is what we
witness in the region, diverse yet so close with each other.

North East Centre of college is being set up with the aim to promote the spirit of North East India by
showcasing its rich cultural heritage, customs, and traditions. The knowledge of the North East culture,
traditions, and practices will enhance, the understanding and bonding between the States, thereby
strengthening the unity and integrity of the country. It will also play a pivotal role to create an
environment which promotes learning between the North-Eastern states and other states by sharing best
practices and experiences endorsing the essence of national integration.

The Centre intends to showcase the culture and traditions of North East by organizing events like
documentary shows, exhibitions, song and dance performances, food festivals etc. It will also organize
interactive sessions/workshops with experts and scholars working on the region along with theme-
based events such as related with costumes, rivers, places, foods etc. of North East. Furthermore, it will
plan outreach programs with various institutes, organize competitions like essay writing, poster making,
collage making, painting etc. related with the North East to impart knowledge about the people and the
place. It will also develop a library for easy access to literatures related to North East along with a living
museum with various items of North East.

‘

A wellness centre has been defined as a “healthcare facility that provides scientifically proven physical
interventions with positive outcomes for improvement or maintenance of physical form, promotion of
body functions and health lifestyles and enhancement of beauty as perceived by the participant. The
Centre is planning a first-of-its kind programme to assess the fitness level of college-going youth and
identify future sporting stars. The BMI, Body fat percentage, body posture etc will be assessed. Moreover,
astandardised ‘College Fitness Scale’ will be devised and fitness of each student will be tracked to identify
and nurture talent. The fitness programme will cover boys and girls as well as differently abled youth and
the module will be made available online and on the mobile app in near future.

A physical fitness-cum-health profile will be given to all students and faculty members; fitness date will be
compiled and maintained centrally. Various tests like ‘Flamingo Balance Test’, ‘Sitand Reach Test” etc will
be undertake for - fitness assessment and sports skills assessment for identifying potential talent. The
College will also plan to give College Best fitness award to give special recognition to the outstanding
students. This will also encourage the other students to keep them health and fit.

e o<
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Communication plays a fundamental role in all facets of business life. Communication skills are not only
needed in daily personal life, but also required in the profession, workplace and in business. It affects all
aspect of the personal, organizational, professional life. In the contemporary personal and professional
sphere some of the soft skills that are highly appreciated include teamwork, effective communication,
problem-solving, leadership, decisiveness, time management, and flexibility. These all require ability to
convey feelings, emotions, ideas and understanding to the larger public. Effective professional
communication is critical in today's world. Most problems in an organization arise as a result of poor
communication. Effective communication ensures a smooth flow of ideas, facts, decisions, and advice.
Besides, with changing societal and professional dynamics, the communication arena has been extended
up to digital mediated communication as well.

Centre for Communication skills will address the challenges arising due to lack of proper skills in
communication. The Centre will work to educate, train and enhance skills of teachers and students in all
aspects of communication with cultural quotient (CQ) and emotional quotient (EQ). The Centre will
provide abridge between academia and industry to reach acommon platform of communication skills.

Maharaja Agrasen College has a total of 158 teaching and non-teaching staff. Several young faculty with
young children are inconvenienced because of lack of day child care facility in the college premises. With
increase in nuclear families and lack of support at home, employees benefit immensely if such facilities
can be made available in college. Besides, it is the norm in the urban sector for both spouses to be earning
members of the family, and with lack of help at home, they are forced to look for creches and facilities
outside their comfort zone. Having such facilities at their workplace not only significantly allays their
anxieties but also improves their morale and work efficiency. They are encouraged to spend more time in
the college and enhance their work output. They are an integral part of the institution and in a bid to
extend such facilities to them, the college is setting up a child day care centre for MAC employees.

Silver Jubilee Centre for Academic Excellence,

Talent and Scholarships

In its efforts to recognize and award students who have brought laurels to the college in academic
excellence, sports and extra-curricular activities, a special centre is being set up to recommend policies
and norms for awards and scholarships in various categories. These awards and scholarships will be
funded by inviting sponsorship for scholarships/ awards from sources like parents of ex-students, college
alumni, college staff, publishing houses and corporate houses (under CSR).
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My days in Maharaja Agrasen College were those golden days of my life

that [ will always remember and cherish. They were the days where I
enjoyed the most, travelled the most and explored the most. MAC gave
me so many reasons to look back upon and get inspired whenever there
isalow in life. The mornings in MAC were lazy starting with our history
class by Bhupender Chaudhary sir early at 9am, followed by other
classes till 1pm. So even though the schedule used to end at or around
1.30,Inever used to reach home before 7 in the evening. Because we had
so much to do and the important work included sitting in canteen with

our gang, ordering finger licking rajma chawal, giving life teachings to

each others, may be playing some games in the field during winters or

just gossiping in group around the table. That time was so much fun. We
even had the most amazing teachers having visionary like Bhupender sir to simple and sweet Debosmita
ma'am, Ritu Kohli ma'am who was always ready with a quick wit and the young and stylish Devki Nandan
sir. Talking to these teachers and many others even after class was so much fun and it was so good that
they used to entertain us even with their busy schedules. There are many special incidents of mine with
every teacher and these are the memories that always remind me about the beautiful life I lived in MAC.
After college we even used to go to the one stop student counter at Taj bakeries where even the uncle was
so familiar with us that just by seeing us coming they used to order paties and coke for us. Or if we wanted
a break, we could always go to Domino's. And the park nearby was our rejuvenation point where we used
to sitand talk and talk for hours. I would never say [ passed my time in MAC but I lived my life in MAC and it
was beautiful. Even though there were mid sems and semester exams, we never took so much tension,
just a regular reading of the chapters and we were through with them. May be also because the teachers
used to take extra pain to make us understand about the topics. Even though our batch of BA(PROG) of
2012 is separated now and everyone is busy in their own careers, but, whenever we talk about our college
days, we still want to go backin time and live our MAC days again.

Gaurav Porwal
Assistant Commandant

Sashastra Seema Bal
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Maharaja Agrasen College (MAC) as we all know it, just happened to me
as it was meant to be. This college has given me the most beautiful and
memorable years of my life. Every time [ am in the vicinity of my college,
[ visit those lanes and nostalgia hits me hard every single time. [ am from
2004-07 batch B.Sc. (Mathematical Science).

College life, as everybody would agree is definitely the most amazing
phase of life. It’s all about newly found freedom, transitioning from
Uniform to Smart Casuals, freedom to attend classes by choice.
(Disclaimer: Youngreaders you are suppose to attend all classes!!)

We suddenly feltas grown ups and indeed we were.

Amidst all these I gained most precious possession of my life, My
ER.LE.N.D.S. These friends, who will all be with me till eternity. We may
not meet for months or sometime years but the bond is same. We begin
from where we leftlast, such is the bond.

It all began from Day 1. I still remember the nervousness I felt about
getting ragged by seniors. But thanks to the college administration and the staff, who ensured that these
were just healthy introduction rounds and no freshers were made uncomfortable. Then came our first
event, Freshers Party. Attending the practice and starting of life time friendships began.

Times like departmental fest, college picnics were some of the exemplary period I had there. Then we
became seniors which inculcated the feeling of responsibility towards our juniors. From sharing notes,
and tips, to guiding them and making them comfortable with the college environment. It was all learning
experience for me. How amazing it was when we actually started discussing career paths and realised we
will soon be out of the protected environment of college to face the real world, shaping our live’s. Our
farewell culminated my entire college life.

These were the moments which later in life I called them “happiness” as it is said happiness is not
experienced butremembered.

[ had an amazing and very enlightening experience with our teachers, who were mentors and friends in
disguise. Our college had perfectblend of academic and extracurricular activities.
Some of our amazing teachers were Vanita Ma'am, Jiren Sir, Prasannan Sir, Satish Sir, Priyanka Ma’am,
Aparna Ma’'am, Vinod Sir, who were mainly responsible to see us through our lovely 3 years in the college.
They made sure that we not only have good times at extracurricular activities, but academically also we
move ahead. Our teachers were very caring, talented and committed group of people, who led us by
example.
MAC gave us all that was required to be successful L.e. right guidance, experience and knowledge. My time
atMAC has played abigrole in making me reach where [ am today.
Post college I did my flying training to become a Commercial Pilot and have been working as one for past
11years.
[am currently working with Indigo Airlines as Senior Captain, flying Airbus 320 aircraft.
[ would like to conclude by expressing my gratitude towards my college, faculty & friends for laying the
foundation for me to grow in life personally and professionally.
Deepankar Singh
Senior Captain,
Indigo Airlines
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In 1998, after watching Karan Johar’s Kuch Kuch Hota Hai, I couldn’t
wait to getinto a college. It was everything a boy my age could ever hope
for: freedom from dichromatic uniform, the liberty to masquerade a
handkerchief as sweat headband and occasional post-sunset
rendezvous. So, in 2005, when I joined Maharaja Agrasen College
(MAC), my father’s caution against faith in cinematic truth, borne in part
out of his own life experiences, began to make sense. On the inaugural
day of the college, when I was struck by the extremities of its campus,
both vertical and lateral, I realised that Mr Johar had never been to a
‘real’ college. The ‘college life’ that he had painted for the awe,
astonishment and amusement of the teeming millions, lacked realism.
was a little dismayed. But within a week into this new life, as I
progressively grew comfortable with the feather-weight atmosphere
that draped MAC all the time, another wisdom dawned upon me; my
college was the same as the small provincial town I had left behind in
Jharkhand. It was warm, closely-knit and humane. Back in those days, it may have lacked an imposing
physical infrastructure, but its human infrastructure was rich, diverse and relatable. My contemporaries
were more colourful than Rahul and Anjali, and my professors were more erudite than Mrs Braganza. And
our Principal ensured that everything was always ‘under control’

Most Delhi University colleges provide an ecosystem which sustains and nurtures young
aspirations, and MAC is no exception to this general rule. But the college took it beyond. It taught us to
believe. We were told that a little concession here, a little adjustment there, plenty of mutual trust and a
lot of belief will suitably compensate for whatever our ‘young’ institution lacked. Sure, we did lack a lot,
but we didn’t lack youth and its exuberance. We had a principal who would take us trekking and lead the
pack. There were teachers who shared both their life-lessons and lunch boxes with us. There were
seniors who ensured that I was ‘adequately’ dressed to brave Delhi winters. We had a team of non-
teaching staff who greeted us with a smile, even when we were late with fee submission or exam
applications. Well, mostly. And then, there were my classmates, who had greater faith in my abilities, than
[ could ever have. Now, when I look back at those three years spent at MAC, I have no hesitation in
admitting that wouldn’t trade them for the majority of temptations in the whole wide world.

In the years since [ graduated from the college, it has transformed a lot. It now has a new location,
new societies, new amenities and a new building that can give Mr Johar’s campus a run for its money. Its
stature too, as confirmed by the many laurels it has earned on the way, has grown manifold. The mantle is
new, necessary and indeed refreshing. But its core remains the same; it pulsates with the same fellow-
feeling, trust and warmth, which I experienced during my first week in the college, and ever since. If you
have cared to read this far, you may have noticed that in trying to speak about my college, | have ended up
speaking a great deal about myself. One might even say that I am too romantic about MAC. But this is
inevitable since MAC has indelibly shaped the way I experience life. Arguing after Woody Allen’s opening
monologue in Manhattan, [aminclined to say that MACis my college, and it shall always be.

Dr. Gautam Choubey

Academician and Columnist
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It gives me immense pleasure while | write about my Alma Mater as it

turns 25 years and celebrates its Silver Jubilee. For me, MAC is not just
an educational institution where I studied as a Political Science student
(Batch 2011- 2014) but it has been my first home away from home.
Coming from a small town with lots of hope and aspirations for the
future, I must admit that this college provided me with the path and
motivation to fulfil them. Graduating with an Honours degree in
Political Science from MAC was one of the best choices that made. It has
touched my life notjustacademically but has also helped me to evolve as

aperson for the better. [ always cherish those three years of my life, each

moment spent at the college including the classroom discussions and
learning, spending time in the department, involvement in co-
curricular activities such as participating in Student Congress, Student Council, Cultural Council,
MACNOVA project, NSS to count a few provided me an all-round exposure. Living in the hostel has
definitely added to the exciting journey I have had as I got ample time and opportunity to be a part of the
larger family at MAC.
[ am very grateful to our Principal Sir and the faculty who have always guided and inspired me. [ am also
thankful to the non- teaching staff for always being supportive.  acknowledge all my batchmates, friends
and acquaintances from different batches for being great co-learners and I am thankful for the peer
learning [ have had on the campus. All of you have a greatrole in shaping my personality and contributing
towards the person I am today. In this journey of life, MAC would always be an interesting and cherished
memory and I am sure that this institution will shape and touch many more lives like mine. As an
alumnus, [ would always be very happy to contribute in different ways towards my Alma Mater and [ take
this opportunity to congratulate each one of us in the MAC family for the Silver Jubilee of the college.
Let’s celebrate for it’s a milestone in the greatjourney of this institution...!!
BestWishestoall!

Ms. Irtiqua Ali
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[ belong to humble middle class family where education is the only
medium to secure one’s future. Being the youngest in my family, [ was a
pampered kid butalso good at studies. My father had a transferrable job
hence I used to live in different places. I was a science student and after
10+2 ,I wanted to get enrolled in some government engineering college
but] failed to do so.

So, after my failed attempt at getting admission in an government
engineering college, [ turned up dejectedly at Maharaja Agrasen College
and took admission in B.Sc(Computer Science) APS for the batch 2008-
2011.1 met my classmates and teachers during orientation program.
After a few weeks into my college life, while I still had the feeling that
everything is over for me, one of my teacher Dr. Vandana Soni was giving
alecture. During that lecture, she said a few words that I still remember
to this day-“Whatever you are going to do in your life, just make sure you
give it your best and everything will fall in place.” Those words changed me forever. I admired all of my
teachersbutlamindebted to Dr.Vandana Soni Ma’am.

[ have also my share of fun with my friends and I enjoyed those three years. We used to have great time
whether we were in the classroom, library, laboratory, lawn or canteen. I always feel nostalgic when I
remember those silly fights with our friends. I will forever miss my college days despite my college 2nd
year was too painful for me as I lost my mother after her prolonged illness. I had great friends and
teachers who helped me get over those traumatic days and keep my focus on my study.

When Ilook back, I believe the best thing that has ever happened to me is Maharaja Agrasen College and
all the teachers(specially Dr. Vandana Soni) who groomed me to become what [ am today. Right now I am
atIDBI bank as an Assistant Manager but I am still trying to do more and keep on learning new things and
to be worthy of knowledge that was imparted to me during college years.

Mithilesh Kumar
Assistant Manager
IDBI Bank

Message

Being part of MAC Alumni is overwhelming, MAC provides opportunity for the overall
development of a student, the college societies play an proactive role in exploring
extracurricular activities of a student, I thank everyone who were part of my journey at MAC
& specially thank Vedpal Sir & Vandana Ma’am for my Success & Achievements...

HarshaVardhan Reddy
(ACDA)(U/T)
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College is very special in everyone’s life. The excitement, anxiety and

nervousness of Day One is something that every school student goes
through and probably remembers for the rest of his/her life. Today,
when MAC is celebrating its silver jubilee, I feel elated to share my
experience of three wonderful years in this college!

We, in the class of 2006, were a small batch so everyone was very close
to each other. In fact, the faculty also had a close relationship with each
student which is quite unique at a University level. | was always very
excited to come to college everyday - to learn, to meet my friends and to

unknowingly create memories thatI cherish till date! For me personally,

[ loved the course modules - especially Maths and Operational

Research. During my school time also, Maths was my favorite subject,
however, having an opportunity to study that brought along subjects like Physics and Chemistry which I
didn’t enjoy at all. But the course at MAC gave me just the subjects [ wanted. Not only this, these subjects
also helped me prepare for my MBA entrance exams as | was continuously in touch with quantitative
learning.
[ remember, Day One ragging used to be very popular in colleges those days, however, | never heard of
someone facing such an experience in MAC. Our meetings with all the seniors were very friendly and
informative. With this, one can imagine the discipline and collaborative attitude of the college committee,
staff and students. The society for our department - Ramanujan Society, brought all three years’ students
together in organizing fests and participating in various activities. [ myself was involved very actively in
campaigning for my friend who was then chosen the President of the society.
Speaking of faculty, all of them were unique in their own way of teaching, connecting with students and
making us ready for the future. While Jiran Sir would scare us with his weekly and surprise tests, Vanita
Ma'am would always encourage us to start preparing for the exams well in advance.
Ithasbeen 13 years since [ passed out from MAC. I have travelled to and worked with people from all over
the world. Yet, some of my best memories are from my days at MAC. The only thing [ would like to share
with current and future students of MAC and Mathematical Sciences is that it is not just the modules and
syllabus you study but also the people you meet and the relationships you make in your journey that
matters. Each student and faculty you meet here is unique and smart and so just keep learning and Enjoy
yourjourney!

Neha Bhargava

HR Manager - Essilor, Singapore
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Fifteen years down the line, while cruising through daily engagements
of life and career alike, the lessons learnt in college, have always come

handy right from making choices, sticking to them and finally executing
them. At a tender age of 17/18 years, a college plays a significant role in
shaping up an individual. And I can safely say, Maharaja Agrasen College
has shaped and carved many life decisions of mine. The opportunities
available during college, the facilities provided and a wholesome 3-year
curriculum are crucial for shaping the future of the students.

And like many others, I too had the exposure to best teaching and co-

curricular opportunities. I distinctly remember, how the very first day
in college was a welcome change for a 17-year-old who had just arrived
in Delhi from a township in Jharkhand. Generally, it's not easy when you
shift to a new city. Everything appears to be new. At that crucial juncture, the friends that  made and the
care the college provided, paved a solid foundation for the rest of the years to come. English literature
course and several other stage performances during the college fests, went along way in steering me into
the realm of Television news. And above all, it was the guidance from the teachers that helped me in
making a career choice. To sum it up, I can safely say that the environment at Maharaja Agrasen College is
theright mix oflearning, experimenting and evolving.

Lastly,  must not fail to acknowledge the key role played by the teaching and the non-teaching members.
Their passion and involvement in nurturing hidden talent in every individual is something that sets
Maharaja Agrasen College apart.

Pankaj Mishra
Associate Executive Editor

News X
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‘Those were the carefree magical days of life’. You would often hear
these words reflected by people while conferring how college days
were. But to me, a simple girl with big dreams in eyes, college life was all
about savouring experiences, accepting flaws (within and around ‘you’)
and mostimportantly becoming responsible for your decisions. Like for
every other ‘not-so-interested in engineering’ pass-out, entering Delhi
University was a highway to ocean of opportunities and MAC proved it
right for me. It was a small and peaceful campus in the calm by lanes of
Mayur Vihar. An open canteen area, welcoming an amalgam of culture

N\

and students eating, gossiping, copying notes and discussing

heartaches, gave it an inimitable and cliquey environment. Going down

the memory lane, every day at MAC ended with alearning. Starting from
travelling in run-down DTC buses, handling harmless and friendly bullying from seniors, attending 2.5
hrslaboratory classes to bunking lectures for a movie, collecting sponsorships for annual fest, mimicking
faculty and passing chits during OB classes, every incident is a remarkable memory and had a lesson. My
days at MAC, taught me importance of tolerance, time management, sportsmanship, loyalty, and most
importantly, embracing differences while working with peers.

[ studied B.Sc. (Applied physical sciences- Computer Sciences) in a batch of roughly 25 students. The
strength was less compared to other graduate programs in MAC and we were thought (read it again
‘thought’) to be the sincerest students in the college. The course was a perfect blend of applied sciences
subjects enabling students to understand areas of their interest. For instance, one of the elective subjects,
‘Environmental Studies’, taught us how anthropogenic activities are driving a million species to
extinction and degrading environment at unprecedented rates. The subject enraptured me to an extent
thatI decided to pursue my career in the similar field. MAC proved to be a perfect place that enabled me to
develop my higher education and career choices. I was bestowed with the supportive, approachable and
most conversant faculty. Now when go back in time and think, I feel grateful that [ had a simple and
effective college life that nurtured me to be abetter personin life.

Taruna Singh
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Most Beautiful Phase of my Life:

3 Years at MAC

Epilogue

I can still recall that strident and staccato ring on my phone announcing
the declaration of my DU BBS BBE entrance results and me hunting for
eons it seems in that era of slow internet on the web for my ranks but it
was all worth holding my breath because I could getarank enough to get
through the admission process. [ had no back up plan as [ was keen on
pursuing Bachelors in Business Economics or Business Studies. Then
arrived the day of counseling. | entered the hall and was guided by
intuition. I selected Maharaja Agrasen College or the college selected
me, | walked up to the panel of teachers seated there and told my choice.
My eyes were probably asking something when Dr. Vijeyta Pundir
(ma’am) spoke as if answering the unasked question “You made the
right choice. Welcome to MAC”.

[ walked out so confidently as if [ had won the Oscars and what more can it be for an undergraduate
getting into the University of Delhi !!

Then D day arrived, the day of admission. [ went to Maharaja Agrasen College (the old campus). I was
apprehensive of my choice when I saw the building from the outside, probably an old school building of
the early 70s or so. asked the passers by if the college was “The Maharaja Agrasen College” just to be sure.
But something pulled me inside. The warm vibes soothed my soul as I stepped inside. The front desk
officer told me we were lucky to be the first batch in the New Campus. The merry jingle rang instantly
upon my psyche hearing “The new campus”.

The very first day, I got off the auto and was simply awestruck at the impressive facade and that huge
expanse of the college campus. Yes, [ was stepping in the new phase of my life with an elite feeling. The
warm vibes soothed my soul as I stepped inside. We sat through the orientation quietly but
enthusiastically. I could hardly believe myselfthat [ was in The Maharaja Agersen College. Cutting the long
story short (although I wish I could narrate every moment)..

Semester1

Contrary to all the rumours rife in general among friends and family a huge warm welcome awaited us.
The teachers, seniors and even the non-teaching staff, all became family almost instantly. This phase was
goneintheblink of an eye and was the most cherished phase.

Semester 2

The semester began with a resolution to start studying right from the beginning as the first one felt like it
ended too soon and we barely got time to study. One corner in the library had become home by now.

I o I ——
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Giving presentations, group projects had strengthened our ties. Celebrating every small achievement had
become a ritual. Bidding adieu to the seniors seemed very difficult. The family we had found only
recently, some members were going to leave us now to embarkupon anew journey.

Semester 3

Sophomore now! Being seniors and welcoming new members to the family infused some excitement and
filled us with fresh energy. It sometimes felt like we were older members of the family. Teachers were
always there to support us. Always! Canteen became our favourite spot for group studies, stairs became
our meeting spot! Organizing and participating in cultural events had become routine.

Semester 4

Werealized odd semesters pass by too quickly. This semester too began with the same resolution we took
in the second semester. By now we had become more responsible. There was a sense of accomplishment
with every passing day. Thanks to Mr. Sultan Godara (Sir). He is an amazing listener. He patiently listened
to my versions of theories. That is when I developed interest in research. I had started reading topics not
in syllabus just to understand the concepts better. Little did | know my career in research was waiting for
me. | remember when [ was so excited to get a research paper published. Every teacher in any corner of
the college was a spark of energy, a gust of enthusiasm.

Semester5

The phase of the final leg bringing more compelling moments. Deciding specialization subjects seemed
most challenging. Some people preached that scope was more in finance but others advised that we select
the subjects we were most interested in. I again let my gut guide me. I chose the subjects I loved and loved
the subjects I chose.

The departmentand the teachers always made the lectures quite interactive and classes engaging. | never
bunked a single class! Sadly, [ have no memories of bunking lectures, probably there was no need to do so
for everything around in the college was so absorbing. It was a complete immersion in learning.

Semester 6

Sixth and the final phase of my beautiful journey. My eyes are moist and I am feeling nostalgic while
writing. The reality hit us hard that soon we would be out of the comfort zone. The college had pampered
us. We had seen the college growing (infrastructure improved tremendously over these three years).
Everybrick was an altar and every teacher a deity!

Yukti Arora
Manager Director
AsiaTick Auto Pvt. Ltd.
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My Agrasen College Days

A Map Into the Galaxy of Human Life, Love and Liberty

[ came to Delhi from Kathmandu, Nepal in the spring of 2005 with a set
purpose: To find the voice to communicate my message to the world. I
had chosen education as an enabler in this journey to self-discovery.
The University of Delhi’s Maharaja Agrasen College took me in.

Since my childhood, I have been using poetry to map a world where all
life blooms. Today, as a journalist for The Wall Street Journal, I often
navigate cities and villages of India using Google Maps app on my phone.
It reminds me of my own map that [ drew on my mind and heart as a
child in Nepal and refined it as a journalism student at Maharaja
Agrasen College in Delhi.

Here are the lines from a poem I wrote as a seventh-grade student at
Manakamana School in eastern Kathmandu.

“We are not leading ourselves, but we are led
We are not free, but we are let
We are not able by ourselves, but we are made
All the things we have, do not belong to ourselves
But they all are lent
By the world, by nature and by God indeed
Who have planted our whole hearts and hut
At a single seed.”
In the endnote to the above poem, I wrote: “Let’s sow fertile friendship among us... and be the happiest

”n

one.

The poetic sensibility of a child in me blossomed into bohemian youth during my college days in Delhi. A
poem titled “A New Millennial Youth I Sing” that I wrote in 2006 taking inspiration from poet Walt
Whitman contains the followinglines:

“A Human Firmament
Stretching its arms from finite ‘here’ to infinite ‘there’
From fleeting ‘now’ to gutsy ‘forever’
A Present in tryst with the Future
A map into the galaxy of human Life, Love and Liberty
[ sing!”
For me, humanity is the name for the stream of being that encompasses everything in the Creation. There

is no other. It's the veneer of otherness that we create in self-delusion that begets anger, fear, hate and
conflict.

“One in All and All in One, I Sing.”
It is this map of life, love and liberty that guides me today.

v
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My teachers at Maharaja Agrasen College and my individual experiences helped crystallize this map-- the
compass of consciousness. From learning the concepts of “signifier” and “signified” in the classroom, to
celebrating International Youth Day in the conference room of the old college building to holding
“Thinking Circle” discussion forums with friends in the college cafe garden-- all those moments from
college days have leftindelible imprints on my intellectand character.

Several years have passed since the summer of 2008 when I graduated from Maharaja Agrasen College
with a BA (Honors) degree in journalism. [ have visited the college a number of times since then to attend
the alumni meetings. [ have participated in more than a few academic conferences in the college and
shared my learnings and observations as a professional journalist. On all occasions, I have felt
overwhelmed by the warmth and affection thatI continue to receive from my alma mater.

The college remains a part of me and my journey. I am ever grateful to the college and the teachers forall I
gottolearnand accomplish asa student.

True education is attained when the student realizes the Teacher-- a guideword for all my teachers that
met at Maharaja Agrasen College and elsewhere-- in one’s own self. Then, all walls of otherness vanish.
Blissful peace radiates from such Teacher-student self.

[ have devised six principles to live the life outlined above. They are:
ik Listen to understand, not to react.

Give the gift of your full presence.

Actwith patience, humility and gratitude.

Communicate with empathy.

Keep your promises.

SO JOOF DD

Live your message.

To be true to my teachers is one of my life’s deepest callings. Living my life in accordance with the above
principleswill be a proof ofiit.

Krishna Pokharel
Journalist, Wall Street Journal




——,

mm— (255, Agranika 2019 |




—_—

I 25;} Agranika 2019 |







I 25;} Agranika 2019 |




——,

mm— (255, Agranika 2019 |




5>

IBira-Curriculler Activities
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Maharaja Agrasen College has been abuzz with cultural activities since the year of its inception. The
earliest memories of the same are associated with working in ECA committee with enthusiasm and
resourcefulness that was both passionate and raw in the earliest years. While the events and their
ingredients were falling in a pattern with each successive year, there were also new additions and
improvisations. The earliest name of the College Festival that resides somewhere in memory is
“Sharadotsav”- harking one back to that precious annual system, where “Sharad” or early winter was the
season for festival hopping replicating in the cultural microcosm of the University the Durga Pooja pandal
hopping taking place around the same time in the national culturescape. Other memories, I am sure
shared by all Convenors and members of the ECA of that epoch, are of working till late in the evening,
arriving early in the morning, overseeing all the nitty-gritty, healthy camaraderie and enjoying the
function with music, dance, skits, food and gossip. One event was perpetually endangered- and that was
the D] or the Jam Session. It used to be quite a big deal. One recalls endless evacuation of the College and
thenre-entry of the students ataround 4 pm to hold the Jam Session. Many of us will recall being stationed
at the Gate, heckling the crowds and allowing entry with a very close check of the I-cards. And eventually
after all the jostling, collapsing over cups of teaand sometimes shakingaleg or two as well.

The stage was the iconic asbestos structure right outside the Principal’s office, occupying a pride of place
in the humble and small but vibrant and creative cultural arena of the College. Innumerable events of very
high quality organised by different committees and different convenors spring up in collective memory
when we recollect that stage. Today, perhaps, it is a symbol of selfless karma in the infinite theatre of the
academic world. It was the College’s united intention to provide the students the very best, unhampered
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by infrastructural or space facilities.
This objective translated into
Orientation Day, Fresher’s Welcome,
Sharadotsav (renamed ‘Plexus’ at a
later date), SPICMACAY events, Annual
Day and Farewell. Fresher’s Welcome
had a segment called “Departmental
events” motivating the Freshers to
break the ice by working in a team to
put together a performance-
something like which was restored last
year in the 25 year celebrations. One
has witnessed glittering fashion shows
as well as choreography events on that
stage. We have seen some of the best
ustaads perform in SPICMACAY Virasat
events. We have seen Mushairas (2004). We have seen Alumni events (first event in 2009). And we have
seen a farewell (2005, Dr. S Bala Bawa) as well. The College also performed “Dhruvswamini” play in 2005
in Kamani Auditorium. We have sometimes reversed the seating arrangement as well, with a big stage
constructed in the opposite direction-once to hold concert of an Indi Music band and once to
hold Annual day.

We have been fortunate to host the then Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit, on the occasion of the
Foundation Stone Laying ceremony held on February 06, 2006 and the Inauguration of the campus held
on October 22, 2012, in two elaborate functions on what today are the College grounds. In the transition
period between the full functioning of the Auditorium, the College held functions and Annual Day in the
central courtyard of the College which today is a green cynosure in the middle of the building. The
Auditorium was christened Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel Auditorium in 2015 (inaugurated by Sh. O P Kohli
ji), but has been the epicentre of Cultural and co-curricular activities since 2013. Though it took a little bit
of visual, technological and logistical re-imagination of events, but Cultural Activities in the College
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attained a new lease of life with more space
on the Campus. Over the last decade, the
College Societies have been developing and
today we have 11 Societies in all. These
societies comprise three theatre societies-
Abhinaya (Street Theatre) Meraki (English
Theatre), Samayantar (World Theatre); two
performing arts societies- Natraj (Dance
Society) and Septune (the Music Society);
two arts and visual arts societies- Srijan
(Art and Craft Society) and Qissa ®
(Photography and Film making Society)
and one Debating (Chakraview) and one
Diversity society (North East Society).
These societies conduct auditions, set their targets for each year, organise inter-college events,
participate in events all over India and come together in various college events in different combinations.
Yuvvan, of course, is the tour de force, where they showcase all their organisational and creative skills. The
Culture Council is another corner stone of College Cultural activities constituted from ever since one can
remember to contribute towards planning, conception and management of cultural events. all together
The Cultural calendar of the College now with the input of two committees- ECA and Annual Activities
Committee features the Orientation Programme, Independence Day, Prarambh- Freshers Welcome (last
year combined with Teachers Day), Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel memorial lecture (instituted in 2015),
Yuvaan (renamed in 2009 from Plexus), SPICMACAY Virasat, Swami Vivekananda Memorial Lecture
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instituted in 2016), Diwali Mela, Annual day and Farewell. The College won laurels in Antardhwani 2015
in various cultural events. Cultural events in the form of “Arpan” were also put up for the NAAC Committee
in2016.

The College has been blessed by the patronage of several eminent people during its various cultural
events. These include: Sh. Ajay Maken, Smt. Barkha Singh, Sh. Amrish Gautam, Sh. Sandeep Dikshit, Sh.
Haroun Yusuf, Dr. A K Walia, Prof. Deepak Pental, Prof. Shirin Rathore, Dr. Ashok Vajpeyi, Prof. Vivek
Suneja, Sh. Upendra Kushwaha, Prof. Dinesh Singh, Dr Karan Singh, Sh. Baldeo Bhai Sharma, Sh. Manish
Sisodia, Sh. Varun Gandhi, and Dr. K G Suresh. Sharing along relationship with SPICMACAY, the College has
seen enthralling performances by maestros in many fields. These include: Pt. Shiv Kumar Sharma, Nizami
Brothers, Pt. Rajan and Pt. Sajan Mishra, Sushri Priyadarshini Govind, Sh. Habib Tanvir, Ustad Mahmud
Mirza, Pt. Niladri Kumar and Pt. Kartik. Prof. Prof. Kiran Seth, Sushri Ragini Chandrashekhar, Prof.
Lipinski, Ms. Maria Pmianowska, Mr. Pawal Betley, Sh. Kamal Sabri, Pt. Hari Prased Chaurasia, Sushri
Shovana Narain, Sushri Kapila Venugopal Pt. Sukhmoy Bannerjee, Pt. Daya Shankar, Pt. Ronu Majumdar,
Bhai Manohar Singh, Sushri Rani Khanam, Pt. Bhuvanesh Komkali and Sushri Sneh Gangal. Raj Rakht- a
play by Habib Tanwir and film screenings of The Great Dictator by Charlie Chaplin and Making of the
Mahatma have been a part of Virasat series. A Heritage Walk to the National Gallery of Modern Art, New
Delhi, conducted by Mr. Argha and a Heritage Walk to Tughlagabad Fort has also been conducted under
the aegis of SPICMACAY.

The ECA committee has been spearheaded by Dr. Niraj Kumar Singh, Dr. Shekhar Kumar, Dr. Gitanjali
Chawla, Mr. Vinod Verma, Dr. Chandrasheksr Ram, Dr. Rajhans Kumar, Dr. Abha Sharma, Dr. Deepa Sharma
and Dr. Sangeeta Mittal over the years. The journey is continuing. One looks forward to taking the spirit of
tolerance, plurality, beauty and spirituality forward in the collegial endeavour of producing socially
responsible and culturally evolved dynamic citizens of India.

Dr. Sangeeta Mittal
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MAC was instituted in 1994 - the time when people were not engaged with the knowledge and exposure
of sports development in the world or even in their neighbouring states. Sports was more or less
traditional in nature. The College infrastructure was limited where the classrooms were meant for
academic purpose. However, a small quadrangle park, adjacent to the college was available for sporting
activities, besides the sports ground of the college, which was around 5 km away from the premises. The
facility was used Annual Sports Day where athletic events used to take place. But the desire to arrange the
sporting infrastructure and utilize it was highly intensive among the college faculty and it’s students.

[ joined the college in the year 2003. Being the Ist ever faculty member of the department of Physical
education, the responsibility to continue the sporting activities in the presentinfrastructure got doubled.
We had several discussions with other faculty members and the students involved that in what way, they
would like to shape the sports in the college. Eventually, it was decided that the effective sports culture
would be developed in the college without striving for medals. We organized several activities for
students and faculty time to time where they exhibited their sporting skills. The College organized it’s
firstgrand Annual Sports Day in the session 2003-2004, where several sports events were conducted and
the budding sportsmen from the college showcased their talent. The event was graced by the presence of
then Sports Minister and the Deputy Commissioner of Police. Since then, the ritual of celebrating Annual
Sports Day runs in the college with the

participation of maximum students. This

model as a whole helps the department of

Physical Education in establishing various

college teams. Our College became stronger

in the fields of Cycling, Football, Badminton,

Basketball and many other sports.

The journey is unending. The college feels
honoured by the achievements of some
students who brought laurels at national
and international platforms - Mr. Varun
Bhati got a medal for the country in

MAC Alumnus Varun Bhati receiving Arjuna Award (2017)
Paralympics. Mr. Rahul Singh, currently positioned in the Indian Railways, managed to make his way into

the Indian National Cycling Team. Many of our students have represented the University of Delhi at All
India level and won many medals for the college. The College has always welcomed innovative ideas and
as a result of this, we successfully organized the event of “Family Olympics”. This concept became very
popular and set a precedence for several institutions. The college has a bright future ahead in the field of
sports and will keep providing a platform to the students for enhancing and showcasing their spirit of
sportsmanship.

Dr. Mukesh Aggarwal
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NAAC PEER TEAM VISIT
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